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Republican gubernatorial candidate Asa Hutchinson in-
terprets the Second Amendment and state law to empower 
the open carrying of a firearm, but has reservations about 
an overtly armed citizenry.


Hutchinson told the 47th annual convention of the Ar-
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Hot Springs remembers


NEVER FORGET


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


REMEMBERING 9/11: Lakeside Middle School student Lilly Crabtree assists VFW Honor Guard member Ralph Farese during a flag 
etiquette presentation on Thursday, the 13th anniversary of the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001. Crabtree displayed a flag for her 
classmates that she received from her great uncle that was flown at Mount Vernon.


Local schools 
honor 9/11 
anniversary


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record


PEARCY — Eighth-grade 
students at Lake Hamilton Ju-
nior High are taking part in a 
Common Core collaboration 
this week about the events sur-
rounding the terrorist attacks of 
Sept. 11, 2001.


Teachers planned two days 
of extra activities for the first 
generation of students who have 
little to no memory of 9/11 and 
subsequent events.


Students C.J. Reynolds and 
Guinness Riley said most of 
what they knew about 9/11 con-
cerned the hijacked planes that 
struck the the World Trade Cen-
ter. Reynolds said they have re-
cently learned more background 
in class about the attack.


“They set out for years to 
plan the attack to try to hurt 
America,” Reynolds said.


“Just all of the same stuff 
— that planes crashed into the 
towers,” Lidia Cruz told of what 
she knew about 9/11. “I have 
known about that every year 
since it happened. We have been 
talking about it, because it is an 
important part of history.”


All eighth-grade English 
classes reported to the library 
on Thursday to join in a Goo-
gle Hangout video conference 
with eighth-graders at Lakeside 
High School. Students from 
both schools viewed a slide-
show presented by Staff Sgt. 
Stony Evans, Lakeside library 
media specialist, and Sgt. Ray 
Borel, library assistant.


Shea Gregory, a teacher 


at Lake Hamilton, previously 
taught at Lakeside and sought 
a way to integrate Evans and 
Borel’s presentation, which 
was recorded during one of the 
morning periods in case the In-
ternet went out during the day.


Evans and Borel discussed 
the terrorist attacks and what 
led to Operation Enduring Free-
dom in Afghanistan and Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom a year 
and half later. Students learned 
about military terminology and 
the training regimen of U.S. 
Navy SEALs.


They informed students 
about the life, service and 
death of Lake Hamilton grad-
uate Adam Brown. Cruz said 
the presentation resonated with 
her because Brown attended her 
school.


Students learned about the 
book by Eric Blehm, “Fearless: 
The Undaunted Courage and 
Ultimate Sacrifice of Navy 
SEAL Team SIX Operator Adam 
Brown.” The Lake Hamilton ac-
tivities included a video of the 
return of Brown’s body to Hot 
Springs.


Students at Lake Hamilton 
took part in a “picture walk” af-
ter the presentation in which 29 
images were displayed through-
out the library. Several faculty 
members collaborated to select 
the images, including photos 
from ground zero, a newspaper 
clipping and video stills.


None of the images, save for 
the newspaper, contained any 
information. The goal was for 


The Sentinel-Record/Beth Bright


Kaitlin Daniel, 
left, and Shauna 


Rosenau place 
American flags in 
front of Lakeside 


schools alongside 
Malvern Avenue 


Thursday, the 
anniversary of the 


terrorist attacks 
on Sept. 11, 2001. 


Students in the 
history classes of 
John Mark Pierce 


and Kevin Pum-
phrey placed thou-


sands of flags in 
the form of “9/11” 


facing Malvern 
Avenue throughout 


the day. Each flag 
represented a life 


lost in the attacks.


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


GROUND 
ZERO: 
Eighth-grader 
Jeremy Azbell ob-
serves an image 
of firefighters 
from Sept. 11, 
2001, during a 
program Thurs-
day in the Lake 
Hamilton Junior 
High library. The 
photo was one of 
29 images select-
ed for students to 
study.


Downtown 
rehab topic of 
symposium


DON THOMASON
The Sentinel-Record


Community leaders had the opportunity to 
hear from experts regarding building rehabilita-
tion and downtown revitalization during a sym-
posium Thursday.


“The downtown is the heart of a community 
and if the core of your community is not healthy 
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Hutchinson 
straddles open 
carry issue


DAVID SHOWERS
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


LAW AND ORDER: Republican gubernatorial candidate Asa Hutchinson, a former fed-
eral prosecutor and administrator of the Drug Enforcement Administration, recounts his 
law enforcement successes Thursday during the convention of the Arkansas Association 
of Chiefs of Police at the Hot Springs Convention Center.


New terror fight 
casts shadow over 
9/11 ceremonies


RACHELLE BLIDNER
AND JONATHAN LEMIRE


The Associated Press
NEW YORK — The nation’s gathering 


war against a new upsurge in Islamic ter-
ror hung heavy over the 13th anniversary 
of the Sept. 11 attacks Thursday, stirring 
both anxiety and determination among 
those who came to ground zero to re-
member their loved ones.


The familiar silence to mark the at-
tacks and the solemn roll call of the near-
ly 3,000 dead came just hours after Presi-
dent Barack Obama told the country he is 
authorizing stepped-up airstrikes in Iraq 
and Syria against Islamic State extremists.


“It’s an ongoing war against terrorists. 
Old ones die out and new ones pop up,” 
Vasile Poptean said as he left the cere-
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STILL BURNING: A Hot Springs firefighter tends to a hose on 
the Cedar Street side of the Majestic Hotel as fires continued to 
burn in the historic building.
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Crews raze Majestic Hotel


Personnel from the Lake Hamilton, 70 
West and Morning Star volunteer fire depart-
ments answered the call Thursday night and 
Friday morning to help the Hot Springs Fire 
Department battle the blaze at the historic 
Majestic Hotel.


Doug Davey, deputy chief of the Lake 
Hamilton Fire and Rescue Department, said 
they received a call for assistance at 6:30 p.m., 
about an hour after the fire started in the 
original portion of the hotel.


“We sent seven people, including myself, 
along with one fire engine and one ladder 
truck. We reported to Chief (Ed) Davis, and 
one of our crews was sent to assist a Hot 
Springs crew at the back part of the building. 
The second crew set up our ladder truck on 
the front side of the building to assist the two 
Hot Springs ladder trucks,” Davey said.


Along with Davey, others responding to 
the blaze included Wayne Roberts, Roger 
Lishbrook, Jonathan Lishbrook, Nathan Hen-


Central Avenue in downtown Hot Springs 
reopened to traffic Friday morning, 17 hours 
after the Majestic Hotel began burning on 
Park Avenue, prompting city officials to block 
off roads leading to the area for public safety.


The Hot Springs Police Department began 
allowing northbound vehicular traffic on Cen-
tral Avenue to travel throughout most of the 


Crews began razing the original Majestic Hotel 
building late Friday, even though the fires had not been 
completely extinguished.


Deputy City Manager Bill Burrough said the plan 
late Friday was to start tearing the building down from 
the rear, since that would put the equipment operators 
on a higher level so they could bring the walls down 
with less danger of any of it falling on the equipment.


Completely extinguishing the Majestic Hotel fire, 
demolishing the building and cleaning up the debris 
will not be a one-day event, city officials said early 
Friday.


The oldest portion of the hotel, built in 1882, caught 
fire around 5:30 p.m. Thursday and was still burning 
Friday afternoon. The fire, which apparently began in 
the middle of the fifth floor, is of a “suspicious origin,” 
and will be investigated, City Manager David Watkins 
said Friday.


Also known as the yellow brick building, the struc-
ture was the northernmost section of the three-building 
Majestic Hotel complex, which closed in 2006 and has 
been for sale for about a year.


The Arc Arkansas had attempted for several years to 
renovate the buildings, formerly owned by Southwest 


JEFF SMITH
The Sentinel-Record


Volunteer 
departments 
assist with 
hotel blaze


CALEB TAYLOR
The Sentinel-Record


Opening 
Central 
Avenue helps 
businesses


Arkansas Democrat-Gazette/Ben Krain


AERIAL VIEW: Firefighters continued Friday to battle the blaze at the historic Majestic Hotel that 
began Thursday evening.


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


VALIANT EFFORT: Hot Springs firefighters made a valiant effort Thursday night to extinguish a fire in the original Majestic Hotel building.


Arkansas Democrat-Gazette/Ben Krain


FIRE DAMAGE: Plans were made Friday to raze the original section of the Majestic 
Hotel, which started to burn Thursday night.


DON THOMASON
The Sentinel-Record
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Fire cleanup 
could take days
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Firefighters 
try to attack 
fire’s center


CHELSEA BOOZER
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette


After nearly 20 hours of fighting flames that 
spread through the oldest portion of the historic 
Majestic Hotel in downtown Hot Springs, crews 
began tearing down that section of the property 
Friday in an effort to attack the center of the fire 
that was thought to have retreated into the struc-
ture’s belly.


By 1 p.m. Friday, firefighters had halted their 
continuous spray of the building because the 
flames were no longer visible from the roof or 
windows. Before that, Hot Springs Fire Chief 
Edward Davis said workers were pouring 500,000 
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One would be hard-pressed 
to think of anything more heart-
breaking than the death of a 
child, but one local couple and 
their friends and family have 
turned their devastating loss 
into an amazing gain for several 
local and area nonprofit groups 
in their daughter’s name.


Skip and Misty McAlister 
lost their youngest child, Lila 
Kate, on Jan. 9. Only 4 years old, 
Lila Kate had struggled from the 
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INDOOR INVITATIONAL


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


Hot Springs High School sophomore Dylan Bairett, center, along with other members of the school’s marching band, 
compete Saturday in the Lake Hamilton Power Band Marching Invitational at the Hot Springs Convention Center. The 
competition was moved indoors due to inclement weather.


More 
special 
judges 
assigned 


DAVID SHOWERS
The Sentinel-Record


The chief justice of the Arkansas Su-
preme Court assigned special judges this 
past week to preside over Division 2 of the 
18th East Judicial District for 12 dates span-
ning October, November and December.


Chief Justice Howard Brill on Wednes-
day assigned retired Circuit Judge David 
Goodson to fill in for Judge Wade Nar-
amore Dec. 3, 4, 10, 11, 14, 15, 17 and 18. 
According to the order, Division 3 Circuit 
Judge Lynn Williams requested the assign-
ment. He had substituted for Naramore 


STEVEN MROSS
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Legacy 
of love


Child’s 
life honored 


through giving


MARA KUHN
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


FEELING HEALTHY: Hot Springs police Officer 1st Class Joey Williams holds a photograph of 
himself before he lost more than 100 pounds. After emergency surgery on his gastrointestinal 
tract a little more than a year ago, Williams’ doctor warned him he needed to lose weight in order 
to live a full life.


People lose weight for a variety of reasons, ranging from 
health concerns to improving their self esteem, but for Hot 
Springs police Officer 1st Class Joey Williams it was a life-or-
death decision.


Williams, a school resource officer, shed more than 100 
pounds, and said he hopes to use his experience to inspire 
others to make healthy lifestyle choices before it is too late.


After having emergency surgery on his gastrointestinal 
tract in August 2014, Williams’ doctor told him that if he did 
not lose weight he would not live to see 40. Whether it was 
a heart attack, stroke or the abdominal issues that would kill 
him, the doctor could not say, but he was sure Williams was 
not living a healthy lifestyle.


Williams was diagnosed with diverticulitis, a disease in 


6 graduate 
housing 
authority 
program


ELISHA MORRISON
The Sentinel-Record


The Hot Springs Housing Author-
ity recently graduated six members of 
its Family Self-Sufficiency Program.


The five-year, voluntary program, 
established though the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, is open to families that receive 
Section 8 and public housing assis-
tance through the housing authority.


The program provides activities, 
programs, resources and referrals to 
help residents provide economically 
for their families, according to Tammy 
Brown, Resident Opportunities and 
Self-Sufficiency coordinator.


Program participants can take ad-
vantage of budgeting classes, edu-
cation programs, receive help with 
resume writing and interview prepa-
ration. The program works with par-


DASH OF RAIN


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


Mountain Pine senior Breagan Butler carries her sister, Jerney Butler, to the finish of the Devil Dash 
Color Walk/Run held Saturday on Blakely Dam Road. Participants began on top of Blakely Mountain 
Dam and ran or walked to the school.


Smith: 
Lowering 
poverty rate 
benefits all


BETH BRIGHT
The Sentinel-Record


Dr. John Wayne Smith, founder and 
board chairman for Cooperative Christian 
Ministries and Clinic spoke to the Hot 
Springs National Park Rotary Club this 
week about the role community leaders 
should take in creating a sustainable com-
munity.


“CCMC, as you know, started 19 years 
ago, and 19 years ago I spoke with this 
same group about the exciting formation 
of CCMC,” he said. “And since then we’ve 
treated medically indigent in our commu-
nity with health care including medical 
visits, dental visits, eye visits and a host of 
other services that have been supported by 
this community all that time.”


In 2014, the former Charitable Christian 
Medical Clinic changed its name and mis-
sion to better serve the community with 
the implementation of the Health Care 
Independence Program, which buys pri-


ASMSA 
senior named 
semifinalist in 
competition


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record


Arkansas School for Mathematics, Sciences, and 
the Arts senior Taryn Imamura was one of just two 
semifinalists from Arkansas announced Oct. 16 in the 
national Siemens Competition in Math, Science and 
Technology.


The competition received a record of nearly 1,800 
entries. Imamura was among 466 semifinalists an-
nounced last week.


Imamura had forgotten Oct. 16 was the day the 
semifinalists would be announced. Students and staff 
congratulated her when she arrived in Walt Levisee’s 
room. She began to celebrate with the group when she 
saw her name on the screen.


Bob Gregory, dean of academic affairs, was pres-
ent for the celebration. She asked him, “What do I do 
now?”


“I was so excited that I honestly couldn’t think,” 
Imamura said. “He laughed and replied, ‘You should 
probably call your mom,’ and I said, ‘Yeah, I should 
call my mom. That’s something that I could do. And I 


Police officer sheds 
pounds to help overcome 


illness, better himself
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SAFE ROOMS: Students at Oaklawn Visual & Performing Arts Magnet School play on Friday in the school’s safe room. Most school safe 
rooms double as gyms or other types of rooms for everyday use. The safe room at Oaklawn has capacity for approximately 700 people.
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SAFE SIGNS: The Oaklawn Visual & Performing Arts Magnet School safe 
room and other shelters are labeled so they can be easily found in case of 
an emergency.


Five school districts in Garland County offer shelter from 
severe weather, such as the tornado that tore through May-
flower and Vilonia last weekend.


The track of the tornado began in Pulaski County. Garland 
County was on the edge of the area that was placed under a 
tornado warning on Sunday.


Safe rooms are available for members of the communi-


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record


School safe rooms 
available for public use


LLAMA RIDE


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


Tristian Watson, left, helps his son, Parker Watson, 3, as he rides Little Bubba, a llama from Cockrill’s 
Country Critters of Cabot, during the second annual Smokelawn Saturday at Oaklawn Park. The family 
friendly event was a barbecue cook-off and Kentucky Derby watch party. Proceeds benefit the Mayflower 
and Vilonia tornado victims.


City board 
to eye unspent
housing funds


DON THOMASON
The Sentinel-Record


The Hot Springs Board of Directors will consider a 
resolution Tuesday to reallocate $416,879.54 in unspent 
housing rehabilitation funds to eligible projects.


The board will meet at 7 p.m. in City Hall, 133 Conven-
tion Blvd.


A resolution approved by the board in February real-
located $404,471, but another $12,407.50 has been received 
from the repayment of a lien on a home that had benefited 
from the housing rehabilitation program, which increased 
the total funding available for reallocation.


The board has met with the Community Development 
Advisory Committee to define priorities and desired out-
comes from Community Development Block Grant-funded 
projects, and two public hearings, attended by a total of 
23 residents, were held to review and recommend appli-
cations.


Recommendations for projects to reallocate the 
$416,879.54 include installing ADA accessibility ramps, 
sidewalk repairs, new sidewalks where none exist, curbs 
and gutters at 319 Church St., from Langston School to the 


Crews fight 
wildfire north 
of Jessieville


FROM STAFF REPORTS
JESSIEVILLE — Federal and state fire crews on Sunday 


were attempting to contain a 200-acre wildfire about 12 
miles north of Jessieville in the Forked Mountain area.


The wildfire, which was only 10 percent contained Sun-
day afternoon, was discovered around 7:30 p.m. Saturday, 
the U.S. Forest Service said in a news release.


Thirty personnel were being used to manage the fire on 
Sunday, along with one helicopter providing aerial support 
and eight dozers — one from the National Park Service, five 
from the Arkansas Forestry Commission and two from the 
Forest Service.


The fire is located in a remote location on both private 
and Forest Service land. There are no structures located in 
the area, the release said.


Local officials 
to travel to 
Washington


CALEB TAYLOR
The Sentinel-Record


Local officials will head to Washington this 
week to talk to lobbyists, Arkansas congressional 
delegation members, and federal agency officials 
about issues related to water, transportation, and 
the National Park Service.


The group will include representatives of city 
and county government, businesses and nonprof-
its. They will leave Tuesday and return Thursday.


The group will meet with U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce officials, U.S. Rep. Tom Cotton, R-Dis-
trict 4, U.S. Sen. John Boozman’s office, U.S. Sen. 
Mark Pryor, D-Ark., a National Park Service rep-
resentative and a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
representative.


“Primarily with the (Army) Corps (of Engi-
neers), we are going to be talking about water 
for our region. I think it’s imperative that we tie 
down, just like the city has been talking about, 
water rights for Garland County and surrounding 
rural areas,” said County Judge Rick Davis.


“We are also going to be talking about trans-
portation,” Davis said. “Helping getting the Mar-
tin Luther King Expressway (extension) through 
is a key issue. It opens up doors from the Village 
and people living in the northern part of the 
county to get them down here to spend more 
money down here. That creates tax revenue. 
There’s over $2.5 million dollars worth of dis-
posable income up there so making it convenient 
for them to get to town is a great thing. It also 
eliminates traffic on downtown Bathhouse Row, 
so it is a twofold deal.”


Cultural
alliance
to preview
2015 event


ALISON B. HARBOUR
The Sentinel-Record


The Hot Springs Area Cultural Alli-
ance is preparing activities for a week-
end preview in May of an upcoming 2015
arts celebration centered downtown to
promote arts and culture in Hot Springs.


Representatives of many local arts
organizations, gallery owners, artists
and supporters of the arts make up the
alliance committee, formerly known as
the Arts Cooperative Team.


“We are starting the countdown to
the first event that will be on Mother’s
Day weekend of 2015, and an annual
outing,” said Mary Neilson, Visit Hot
Springs’ liaison to the local arts com-
munity.


“It’s a new time, and a time to move
forward for the good of Hot Springs
and the good of our arts community. I
think there is a lot of excitement and
optimism about this among our arts
community.”


The sample weekend event, Arts &
the Park Year Zero, will be full of activi-
ties on May 17 and 18.


“There is a studio tour with many
artists in Hot Springs and the surround-
ing area taking part in the tours so peo-


OFFICIALS, PAGE 3A EVENT, PAGE 9A


SHELTERS, PAGE 5A


FIRE, PAGE 3A


BOARD, PAGE 3A


UKRAINEUKRAINE
WORLD  PAGE 4A


Pro-Russian crowd storms police HQ port
RACINGRACING
SPORTS  PAGE 1B
Danza’s Derby effort pleases connections












A local man was sentenced to three years in prison Tues-
day after pleading guilty to snatching his children from their 
mother, stealing her vehicle and fleeing from Hot Springs 
police last year.


Shawn Michael Nobles, 27, who lists a Seventh Street ad-
dress, appeared in Garland County Circuit Court and pleaded 
guilty to two felony counts of first-degree endangering the 
welfare of a minor and one felony count of fleeing and was 
sentenced to three years on each count, to run concurrently, 
and ordered to pay a total of $590 in court costs upon his 
release.


Additional felony charges of possession of a firearm by 
certain persons and theft by receiving of a firearm stemming 
from a separate incident were withdrawn by prosecutors as 


About half of the $11.5 million collected through 
the first quarter of this year from the sales tax vot-
ers approved in 2011 to operate and maintain the 
new Garland County Detention Center has been 
allocated months before the facility will house 
inmates.


The $5.8 million spent through the first quarter 
includes operating costs for the current jail that 
adjoins the sheriff’s department on Ouachita Ave-
nue, a result of construction delays postponing the 
opening of the new detention center by more than 
eight months as of last Saturday’s open house and 
dedication.


County Judge Rick Davis said a more than $2.5 
million balance is expected when the facility begins 
operating in earnest, which will include the con-
struction fund’s contingency balance. The latest jail 
report put the figure at $427,882.


A preliminary schedule developed by Nabholz 
Construction Corp. Inc. targeted a July 31, 2014, 
completion date. The projection was revised seven 
times before settling on last Saturday as the unof-
ficial handoff to the county despite several minor 
items remaining unfinished.


Uniformed personnel are currently training 
inside the new facility. Citing security concerns, 
detention center officials won’t discuss a specific 
timetable for transferring inmates to the new 
jail, saying only that they expect it to occur later 
this year. Administrative staff moved into the 
168,000-square-foot facility in January.
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Interviews 
begin for 
new head
of HSSD


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record


The Hot Springs School District began 
interviews Wednesday with three candi-
dates selected by its search firm for the 
superintendent’s position.


Consultants Wayne Gibson, Ronnie 
Greer and Keith Williams of McPherson & 
Jacobson LLC Executive and Development 
Firm recommended three candidates to the 
school board during its regular monthly 
meeting Tuesday. The opening saw 27 ad-
ministrators from 10 states apply.


The three candidates are Mark Enderle, 
of Independence, Mo., Mike Hernandez III, 
of Hot Springs, and Sadie Mitchell, of Little 
Rock. The board intends to select the next 
superintendent by Monday.


Enderle is the superintendent of the 
Fort Osage County School District. He 
has 17 years of experience as a superinten-
dent. Williams presented the summary of 
qualifications and references for Enderle. 
Williams said he spoke with more than 20 
people about his qualifications.


Greer presented the search summary 
for Hernandez, who obtained a doctoral 
degree from Harding University in March. 
Hernandez has been deputy commissioner 
of the Arkansas Department of Education 
for the past year and has been with the de-
partment for two years. He was a principal 
at Western Yell County and a superinten-
dent at Danville after teaching in multiple 
school districts, including Fountain Lake 
and Hot Springs.


RESCUE TRAINING


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


Nathan Blackstead, a firefighter with the Hot Springs Fire Department, maneuvers a rescue basket 
while participating in a training exercise Wednesday at the Exchange Street Parking Plaza. Members 
of the HSFD are taking a weeklong technical level rope rescue training course. SUPERINTENDENT, PAGE 4A


Sales tax 
funds 
both jails’ 
operation


DAVID SHOWERS
The Sentinel-Record


SALES TAX, PAGE 5A


NPCC 
plans for
rebrand
unveiling


National Park Community 
College plans to host a program 
on April 30 to present the re-
sults of the rebranding initiative 
that began last semester.


The program is planned 
for April 30 at 1:30 p.m. in the 
atrium of the Frederick M. Di-
erks Center for Nursing and 
Health Sciences. Members of 


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record


REBRAND, PAGE 4A


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


From left, Penny Thornton, vice chair of the Safe Haven Shelter for Women and Children 
board, Chairman Amy Thomason, shelter Executive Director Dody Roberts, and board 
Treasurer Brenda Richardson attend the shelter’s second anniversary luncheon Wednesday 
to honor “Women of Hope” donors who gave donations of $100 to the shelter over the 
past year. The shelter has provided a safe and secure temporary shelter for more than 200 
homeless women and their children since it opened at 110 Highrise Circle in April 2013.


‘WOMEN OF HOPE’Man sentenced 
for abducting 
children, fleeing


STEVEN MROSS
The Sentinel-Record


SENTENCING, PAGE 5A


Rotary panel:
Hot Springs 
could become 
destination city


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


PANEL DISCUSSION: Rick Williams, left, a downtown property owner, addresses the Hot Springs National 
Park Rotary Club Wednesday as panel members Mike Pettey, Jim Fram, and Brian Hill look on at the Arlington 
Resort Hotel & Spa.


Hot Springs National Park Rotary Club closed out 
its series of programs on downtown redevelopment 
on Wednesday, with club President Les Warren saying 
that Hot Springs could become a premier destination 
city.


“I’m encouraged by what I’ve seen with our down-
town recently, but I also know that we could be so 
much more. We could be a destination beyond any 
other town,” he said.


DON THOMASON
The Sentinel-Record


College 
prepares for
basketball 
exhibition


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record


National Park Community College em-
ployees and students are gearing up for the 
first intra-college basketball event since 
the school was known as Garland County 
Community College.


The NPCC Student Government As-
sociation came up with the idea to play 
the staff in a basketball game earlier this 
semester. The idea was based on the ele-
ment of student involvement, one of the 
new high-priority objectives introduced 
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The last of three suspects 
charged in the kidnapping, rob-
bery and shooting of a local man in 
March 2013 pleaded guilty Wednes-
day in Garland County Circuit 
Court to attempted murder and 
was sentenced to 20 years in prison.


Rehannon Marie Dorsey, 23, 


who has remained in custody in 
lieu of $250,000 bond since her 
arrest May 22, 2013, appeared with 
her attorney, Q. Byrum Hurst Jr., 
and pleaded guilty to criminal at-
tempt to commit first-degree mur-
der while additional felony charges 
of kidnapping and aggravated rob-
bery were withdrawn. In addition 


to prison time, she was ordered to 
pay $420 in costs.


One accomplice, Michael Shawn 
Cannady, 32, pleaded guilty July 10, 
2013, to criminal attempt to com-
mit first-degree murder, aggravated 
robbery, aggravated residential bur-
glary, kidnapping and first-degree 
battery for his part in the incident 


and was sentenced to 30 years in 
prison.


Charges were withdrawn 
against the third suspect, James 
Elijah West, 25, on Sept. 17, 2013, due 
to insufficient evidence. Chief Dep-
uty Prosecuting Attorney Michelle 
Lawrence said at the time they had 
enough evidence to arrest West, 


based on statements made by Dors-
ey about his involvement, but didn’t 
have enough to prosecute him.


She said the suspects who at-
tacked the victim, Travis Skaggs, 
26, were masked so he was unable 
to identify them, and none of the 
physical evidence sent to the state 


Business owners on lakes 
Hamilton and Ouachita said 
Wednesday that debris washed 
into the lakes by Monday’s flash 
flood is moving from the main 
channels and the lakes should 


be in good shape by Memorial 
Day weekend.


“Where we are, I don’t have 
any debris,” Phil White, a part-
ner at Hot Springs Marina, 301 
Lakeland Drive, said.


Lakeside was ranked No. 4 and 
Centerpoint was ranked No. 8 in 
Arkansas in the 2015 U.S. News Best 
High Schools rankings released on 
Tuesday.


Lakeside and Centerpoint were 
the only area schools to receive 
silver medals in the rankings by U.S. 
News & World Report. Lakeside is 
ranked as the No. 1,026 high school 
in the nation. Centerpoint is ranked 
No. 1,649.


Principal Darin Landry said he 
is excited about Lakeside’s ranking, 
which places the school in the top 
5 percent of high schools in the 
country. The rankings were based 
on college readiness, mathematics 


proficiency, literacy proficiency and 
participation in Advanced Place-
ment courses.


“I am so proud of our students, 
faculty and staff for all of their time 
and hard work they put into this 
school,” Landry said. “I also would 
like to thank our community and 
parents for their continued support.


“Lakeside is dedicated to aca-
demic success and getting our stu-
dents ready for the future. We have 
been instituting different programs 
of study such as sports medicine 
and broadcasting. This enables our 
students to take advantage of their 
interests and get a jump on their 
future.”


THURSDAY
May 14, 2015


Two sections,
22 pages 


Number 134, Volume 138
Seventy Five Cents


www.hotspringssr.com


P u b l i s h e d  d a i l y  i n  H o t  S p r i n g s  N a t i o n a l  P a r k ,  A r k a n s a s ,  s i n c e  1 8 7 7


Arts, etc. 8A
Classified 6-9B
Sports 1-3B
Features, etc. 5B
FYI 2A


Lifestyles 6A
Obituaries 11A
Stocks 4B
Viewpoints 10A
GC West 9A


W e a t h e r
FRIDAY: 


HIGH 81˚ LOW 66˚
SATURDAY:


HIGH 81˚ LOW 69˚


CHANCE OF RAIN. 
HIGHS IN THE LOW 
80S. LOWS IN THE 
MID 60S.
SUNRISE: 6:11 A.M.
SUNSET: 8:06 P.M.


MORE ON PAGE 2A


S u b s c r i b e r  o f  t h e  D a y


Recognizing
Marlo Schoggin,


a reader of The Sentinel-Record
for 3-plus years


I n d e x


• 300 Spring St. Hot Springs, AR 71901 • To subscribe or place an advertisement, call 501-623-7711 or 922-0979 in Hot Springs Village •


AMTRAKAMTRAK
NATION  PAGE 4A


Train in deadly wreck was going 106 mph


STATE: Town’s vote opens fi ght over law cast as anti-gay Page 12A 


POLITICS: House OKs bill to end bulk collection of phone records Page 5A


Local woman pleads guilty to attempted murder
STEVEN MROSS
The Sentinel-Record


Dorsey


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


TOP 4: Lakeside High School was listed as No. 4 in the state by U.S. News & World Report in the 2015 U.S. News Best High 
Schools rankings released on Tuesday. Lakeside ranks 1,026 nationally as one of 23 Arkansas high schools to earn silver medal 
honors in the report.


Road fund gets 
reimbursed


DAVID SHOWERS
The Sentinel-Record


The Garland County Quorum Court appropriated 
the final reimbursement payment from the Christmas 
2012 ice storm to the county road budget Monday 
night.


The $65,249 accounting for part of the state’s 12.5 
percent share of reimbursement costs was appropriated 
to the road budget’s vehicle line item. County Judge Rick 
Davis told the county finance committee last week that 
the money will go toward replacing dump trucks.


“Right now we’re in bad need of replacing dump 
trucks, and this is not going to go very far,” he told the 
committee.


The county spent $672,000 on storm cleanup. Ac-
cording to the Federal Emergency Management Agency, 
it approved $508,839 in federal reimbursement pay-
ments related to storm expenses. The county received 
a $247,270 reimbursement last June for contract debris 
removal conducted in Hot Springs Village.


It used $30,527 to offset landfill expenses associated 
with the storm and reimbursed the $100,000 borrowed 
from the Ouachita Memorial Hospital Sale Fund for de-
bris removal. The $116,743 balance was transferred to the 
county road fund and appropriated to replace a grader 
damaged in an event unrelated to the storm.


According to the county judge’s office, county road 
crews cleared about 1,000 miles of road and hauled 
4,733 cubic yards of debris to the landfill. An additional 
30,000 cubic yards was chipped and left on county 
rights of way.


GONE, BUT NOT FORGOTTEN


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


Garland County Sheriff’s Sgt. Aaron Mann, left, Sgt. Scott West and Deputy Roy Elliott salute as Taps 
is played during the 2015 Fallen Officer Memorial Service held Tuesday night at the Peace Officer Me-
morial site outside the Garland County Sheriff’s Department. Garland County Prosecutor Terri Harris 
addressed the crowd and Woodmen of the World representatives presented Mark Chamberlain, GCSD 
chief deputy of corrections, with an American flag.


Area schools earn 
medals in report


Lakeside ranked fourth in state
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Lake debris 
clearing up


DON THOMASON
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


WASHING AWAY: A partner at Hot Springs Marina on Lakeland Drive said the debris washed into Lake Hamilton by Monday’s flash 
flood should not impact lake traffic for businesses around the lake on Memorial Day weekend.


Flood not expected to impact 
Memorial Day weekend


FLOOD, PAGE 5A


Students
publish
history of
Bismarck


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record


BISMARCK — Students of the 
Young Historians Society at Bis-
marck High School were recognized 
Tuesday for their work on the 400-
plus page history of Bismarck now 
available for purchase.


The history club was founded 
during the 2013-2014 school year 
for “The Bismarck Project,” which 
became a 400-plus page book about 
the history of the town and the 
surrounding area. The project was 
made possible by a grant from the 
Ross Foundation.


Members of the club are Jar-
ed Collins, senior; Morgan Cooper, 
sophomore; Miki Fendley, senior; 
Amber Nicks, senior; Rachael Row-
land, senior; Taylor Rynders, junior; 
and Sarah Smith, senior. They said 
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The city of Hot Springs has a lot to 
look forward to on March 17, as celeb-
rity grand marshal Jim Belushi takes 
a short break from his schedule and 
makes his first trip to Arkansas.


A Chicago native, Belushi is no 
stranger to the holiday. Coincidentally, 
Chicago’s celebration, which involves 


dyeing the Chicago River green, and Hot 
Springs’ parade were both placed on a 
top 10 list of St. Patrick’s Day celebrations 
in the United States by NBC’s “Today 
Show,” in 2012, and vacationrentals.com.


With an infectious laugh and big-
ger-than-life personality, Belushi is a 
perfect match for what is considered 
one of the biggest little St. Patrick’s Day 
parades in the South.


As the day draws closer, Belushi 
said he’s coming into the First Ever 11th 
Annual World’s Shortest St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade unsure of what to expect.


“I’ve never been to Hot Springs, I’ve 
never heard of the parade, but when my 
assistant sent me the invitation I just 
laughed,” he told The Sentinel-Record. 
“I thought the idea was absolutely hi-
larious and said ‘Of course I’ll do this.’”


Like a fish out of water, he said, 
Belushi is looking forward to seeing 
where “this 98-foot long journey” is 
going to take him, as it will be a nice 
break between filming projects and 
other gigs.


To say his life is busy lately might 
be an understatement, but Belushi said 
he’s “having lots of fun” touring with 
his improv comedy troupe “Jim Belushi 


and the Board of Comedy,” filming 
for the big screen and television, and 
performing alongside Dan Aykroyd 
with “The Blues Brothers” and his own 
blues band, “The Sacred Hearts.”


“I’ve been filming this really beau-
tiful and funny film directed by Kenny 
Ortega and written by James Orr called 
‘A Change of Heart,’” he said.


The annual wintertime drawdown 
of lakes Hamilton and Catherine will 
end Friday, according to Entergy Ar-
kansas Inc.


“We are hoping that the extreme cold 
temperatures we received this winter 
will help in reducing the amount of 
nuisance vegetation on the lakes this 


coming summer season,” Bobby Pharr, 
manager of Entergy’s hydro operations, 
said earlier this week.


“A winter with lower-than-normal 
temperatures, when we were scheduled 
for a 5-foot drawdown, is just what we 
needed. This allowed more lakebed to 
be exposed to the freezing temperatures 
and hopefully killed more of the bad 


aquatic weeds,” Pharr said.
Both lakes were drawn down 5 feet 


in November 2013. The lakes will rise 
approximately 6 inches per day begin-
ning Friday until March 15, when they 
are expected to be at their normal sum-
mertime levels.


The lakes are drawn down each win-
ter to facilitate shoreline maintenance 


and inspection and to help control nui-
sance aquatic vegetation.


It is important to have the lakes back 
to normal summertime levels before 
fish spawning activity begins, which is 
normally around mid-March, Entergy 
said in a news release.


“Lakefront property owners should 
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Grand marshal ‘having a ball,’ ready to go green
BETH BRIGHT


The Sentinel-Record


FOLO 
may get 
aid from 
Congress


CALEB TAYLOR
The Sentinel-Record


Friends of Lake Ouachita 
would once again be allowed 
to collect visitor user fees and 
take that revenue to spend 
on improvements to Crystal 
Springs and Tompkins Bend 
campgrounds if recent bills in-
troduced by Arkansas’ congres-
sional delegation are passed into 
law.


The U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers announced in Septem-
ber 2013 that “it lacks authority 
to permit the nonprofit, coop-
erating association Friends of 
Lake Ouachita to reinvest user 
fees collected from patrons of 
the Crystal Springs and Tomp-
kins Bend campgrounds at Lake 
Ouachita.”


However, U.S. Rep. Tom Cot-
ton, R-District 4, introduced a 
bill, sponsored by Arkansas’s 
three other House members, 
Wednesday to allow the Corps 
of Engineers to restore such 
programs.


“Despite years of successful 
operation, the Corps recently 


Wintertime drawdown to end on Friday
FROM STAFF REPORTS


NPCC wary 
of ‘private 
option’ battle


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record


National Park Community College President Sally 
Carder says the school’s officials are monitoring the 
Legislature’s actions involving the state’s Medicaid ex-
pansion compromise and its potential impact on NPCC.


Carder discussed the the “private option” and how it 
would affect the college at the NPCC Board of Trustees 
regular meeting on Wednesday.


The House delayed plans to vote for a fifth time 
on the “private option” Tuesday. No vote was held on 
Wednesday or Thursday. The House adjourned Thurs-
day until Monday afternoon.


Carder said the college’s stance on the issue is for 
the Legislature to reauthorize the program. She said 
$90 million would be cut from the state budget if the 
program was not renewed.


DRAWDOWN, PAGE 3A
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Park Avenue set to reopen


READY FOR SUMMER


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


Reid Bennett, 6, left, and his brother, Graham Bennett, 10, both of Little Rock, explore a Sea Doo Saturday 
at the 28th annual Hot Springs Boat, Tackle & RV Show at the Hot Springs Convention Center. The show 
continues from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. today.


Crews made more progress 
on demolishing the burned rem-
nants of the Majestic Hotel on 
Saturday morning in order to 
get Park Avenue reopened late 
Saturday night.


County Judge Rick Davis, 
who consulted on the demoli-
tion, said Saturday that crews 
worked through Friday night 
and into the morning to raze 
the entire structure except one 
corner of the building.


Kevin Coakley of Coakley 
Co. Inc., the company working 
on the demolition, said the re-
maining corner was brought 
down at approximately 5 p.m., 
and that officials hoped to have 
made enough progress by 10 
p.m. or 11 p.m. in order to reopen 
Park Avenue.


Davis said Saturday morning 
that city officials hoped to have 
the burned building demolished, 
leaving only the height of one 
floor, so that Park Avenue could 
be reopened on Saturday.


“We’ll finish before the day 
is over,” Davis said. “The big 
fear is if we left all 50 feet of it 
standing after being burned that 
it would possibly fall out over 
Park Avenue. I’m hoping we’ll 
finish today. We’ve got a corner 
of the building that is being kind 
of tedious.”


Davis said officials planned 
to put fencing and barricades 
around the structure after the 
demolition to discourage curi-
ous types from going inside the The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


DAMAGE: Crews work on demolishing the remains of the Majestic Hotel on Saturday. MAJESTIC, PAGE 5A


CALEB TAYLOR
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The Bob Wheeler Science Sky-
walk is in the running for the in-
augural People’s Choice Award 
by the Arkansas Chapter of the 
American Institute of Architects.


Thirty-two contenders have 
been nominated by their respec-
tive architects, and Wittenberg, 
Delony, & Davidson Architects, 
designers of the Skywalk, sub-
mitted the project for the award. 
According to the AIA website, 
the new award hopes to highlight 
the level of design excellence of 
Arkansas architects.


The Skywalk has been a high-
light of the newly renovated mu-
seum, allowing guests to interact 
directly with nature. Designed by 
architect Chad Young, the tree-
house-like structure is an archi-
tectural achievement. The out-
door platform carries visitors 32 
feet above ground, shifting their 
perspectives to a different view of 
native wildlife.


Named for “Mr. Hot Springs” 
Bob Wheeler, Visit Hot Springs 
CEO Steve Arrison said this was 
very important to the Hot Springs 
Advertising and Promotion Com-
mission, which sponsored the ex-
hibit.


“When the museum received 
the Reynold’s grant, we commit-


ted the match funds and voted to 
provide additional funds through 
the museum’s closure,” Arrison 
told The Sentinel-Record during 
the structure’s “skybreaking” in 
September 2014, adding that this 
one of a kind feature deserved to 
be named after none other than 
Wheeler.


“We’re excited to be includ-
ed among the other entries for 
this year’s AIA People’s Choice 
Award,” said Diane LaFollette, ex-
ecutive director of the museum, 
in a news release. “The unique 
design and function of the struc-
ture definitely puts it in a great 
position to be selected for this 
year’s award.”


According to the release, the 
main focus is to engage visitors in 
science and mathematics observa-
tion in an outdoor setting.


Niles Ellis, director of building 
and exhibits, said visitors “can 
examine moiré patterns of light 
on the circular netting as children 
run and play along it.”


The rope bridges, fog bridge, 
musical bench and circular net all 
serve as a platform for discussion 
regarding science in nature and 
everyday life.


“We believe the Skywalk will 
be an icon for the museum to pro-
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Science Skywalk
contends for award


BETH BRIGHT
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


WALKING IN THE TREES: Xavier Corcoran, 3, and his mother Devon Corcoran, 
both of Russellville, walk across a rope bridge on the Bob Wheeler Science Skywalk 
at Mid-America Science Museum on Friday. The Skywalk is among more than 30 
contenders for the Arkansas Chapter of the American Institute of Architecture’s 
inaugural People’s Choice Award. Online voting ends at midnight on Aug. 31.


Board 
to eye 
sewer 
contract


DON THOMASON
The Sentinel-Record


The Hot Springs Board of Directors 
will consider awarding a nearly $6.2 mil-
lion contract Tuesday that will help miti-
gate sewer overflows in the Stokes Creek 
basin.


The board will meet at 7 p.m. in City 
Hall, 133 Convention Blvd.


“Obviously it’s the largest project 
we’ve awarded to date, and it deals pri-
marily with the Stokes Basin,” Larry Mer-
riman, Major Capital Projects manager, 
said last week.


“We estimate that about 20 percent, 
which may be low, of our entire (sewer) 
flow goes through the Stokes Creek sys-
tem. It goes along McLeod Street, then 
spreads out and goes up to Woodlawn 
Avenue and captures a huge portion of 
our service area,” he said.


Merriman said the current pipes in the 
lower part of the basin nearest the pump 


Alligators 
taken from 
business


ELISHA MORRISON
The Sentinel-Record
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GATOR: Jamie Bridges, manager at the Arkansas Alligator 
Farm and Petting Zoo Inc., shows an alligator similar to the 
larger of the 13 stolen from the farm Saturday morning.


Twelve 3-inch-long baby alligators less 
than a year old, and a 2-a-half-foot-long, 
7-year-old alligator were stolen from the 
Arkansas Alligator Farm and Petting Zoo 
early Saturday.


Jamie Bridges, manager of the alligator 
farm at 847 Whittington Ave., said secu-
rity footage showed two people wearing 
masks and camouflage broke in at 2:40 
a.m., placed the 13 alligators in backpacks 
and left in less than three minutes.


Bridges said he believes the pair had 
been at the farm some time before the 
theft, because they knew exactly what 
they wanted and where the animals were 
located.


“I can’t imagine what they want them 
for,” he said.


According to Bridges, anyone caught 
with an alligator without a permit can be 
fined $1,000 by the Arkansas Game and 
Fish Commission. He said individuals 
can’t get permits.


After the loss of the 13 alligators, the 


Local support may not be 
enough to save Job Corps


DON THOMASON
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


COMMUNITY VISITORS: Motak Abon, Urban Forestry field instructor at the Ouachita Job 
Corps Center, left, visits with Donald Flemon, Dave Breshears and Clarence Smalley during an 
open house-type event Tuesday at the center.


The director of the Ouachita Job Corps 
Center says an open house-type event held 
last week to show the community’s support 
for the center went extremely well, and he was 
surprised by the number of visitors.


“I think it went extremely well and we had 
a lot of folks from the county and the city here 
to express a lot of support of the Job Corps 
program and the Ouachita Job Corps Center 
itself,” said Robert Fausti, center director.


Fausti said the U.S. Department of Labor 


Lake Ouachita 
State Park hosts 
2 kayak camps


BETH BRIGHT
The Sentinel-Record


Lake Ouachita State Park is taking reservations for two 
fall Kayak Campout Adventures on Oct. 10-11 and Oct. 24-25.


These are overnight camping trips designed for every-
one, regardless of kayaking experience.


“This is something we try to do every year, and we’re 
hosting two this fall because it’s one program we offer that 
people really look forward to,” said Susan Adkins, park 
interpreter. “For probably 10 or 12 years, we’ve been doing 
these guided camping trips in the spring and fall when the 
weather is nicer, but the fall is even better because spring 
is so unpredictable.


“In the fall, the weather is not too hot or too cold, and 
there aren’t as many people on the lake.”


The park provides campers with guides, a support 
barge with a restroom and three meals. Campers are asked 
to bring their personal items, and if a kayak and camping 


BACK-TO-SCHOOL CARNIVAL


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


Laycee Collier “milks a cow” during an activity Thursday at the 15th annual Dr. Morriss Memorial 
Carnival on the campus of the Mountain Pine School District. The event is held annually to pre-
pare students for the start of the upcoming school year. Classes begin today in Garland County 
public schools.


Reception
honors
ex-state 
senator 


BETH BRIGHT
The Sentinel-Record


Visit Hot Springs is inviting the 
community to honor former state 
Sen. Terry Smith during a public 
reception from 5-7 p.m. Aug. 25 in 
Horner Hall.


Smith will be honored for his 
decades of support and efforts for 
projects that benefited Hot Springs.


“This is a long overdue tribute to 
a man who did so much for our city 
leading our delegation, and brought 
$30.4 million to the (Hot Springs) 
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Citing concerns about the effect on 
other country clubs, the Garland Coun-
ty prosecutor’s office filed a motion 
Wednesday to set aside the mediation 
order entered in the Hot Springs Golf and 
Country Club Association’s property tax 
lawsuit against the county.


Prosecuting Attorney Terri Harris 
said negotiating a lower appraisal could 
require the county assessor’s office to 
lower assessments on other country 
clubs such as Diamondhead Golf and 
Country Club and those in Hot Springs 
Village. The county’s contractor apprais-
er, Arkansas CAMA Technology Inc., 
raised the issue, Harris said.


“There’s a concern that if we made 
any sort of agreement to reduced the 
assessed value of the two parcels at issue, 
it could very well necessitate a reduction 
for similarly situated properties,” said 


Harris, who’s representing the county 
in the lawsuit the country club filed in 
December.


Special Judge Tom Smitherman or-
dered the two sides into mediation in 
July. The county’s motion has asked that 
a bench trial be scheduled.


Harris said a lower appraisal was ne-
gotiated during mediation ordered in the 
Hot Springs Mall’s property tax lawsuit 
because there are no similar properties in 
the county that would’ve been affected. 
The mediation order entered in August 
lowered the mall’s appraised market 
value by more than half, appraising it at 
$8.6 million.


“We had a different situation with 
the mall,” Harris said. “Since there are 
no other indoor malls in the county, we 
didn’t have to contend with that partic-
ular issue.”


The country club appealed the coun-
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County 
may create 
own animal 
services


DAVID SHOWERS
The Sentinel-Record


An ordinance advanced Monday night 
by the Garland County Public Health, 
Welfare and Safety Committee moved the 
county closer to striking out on its own for 
animal services.


The committee gave a do-pass recom-
mendation to District 4 Justice of the Peace 
Mary Bournival’s proposal to build a facil-
ity jointly operated by the county and the 
Garland County Humane Society on the 
41-acre property of the county detention 
center. The proposal includes using deten-
tion center inmates to help run the facility, 
which Bournival said could cost as much $1 
million to build.


She said the Humane Society would 
contribute to the cost, most of which 
would be borne by the county’s Ouachita 
Memorial Hospital Fund. It had an $8.1 
million cash balance as of the end of Au-
gust, according to the county’s office of 
financial management. In lieu of tapping 
the OMH fund, Bournival said levying 0.2 


National Park College remembers support, plans events
JAY BELL


The Sentinel-Record


National Park College administra-
tors and board members took time on 
Wednesday to remember and honor 


past supporters of the school.
NPC President John Hogan noted 


Wednesday as the first meeting of the 
board of trustees since the death of 
Dr. Martin Eisele, 94, who died Sept. 


15. The auditorium in the Frederick M. 
Dierks Center for Nursing and Health 
Sciences was named in Eisele’s honor.


Eisele supported the opening of the 
college in 1973 and was an NPC Founda-


tion board member with emeritus sta-
tus. He was instrumental in helping to 
secure funding for the Dierks building 
and established an endowment to sup-
port scholarships for nursing and health 


sciences students. His family suggested 
donations be made in lieu of flowers 
for his service to various organizations, 
including the NPC Foundation.


Trial sought in HSCC
property tax dispute


DAVID SHOWERS
The Sentinel-Record


LifeNet acquires 
specialized cot 
for large patients


STEVEN MROSS
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


NEW TECHNOLOGY: LifeNet EMT Rick Dodd, left, and Field Training Officer Nick Brown demon-
strate how to load a patient into an ambulance using the company’s new bariatric cot and loading 
system. Purchased and installed earlier this month, it features a cot that is wider than normal, a 
winch system, and ramps that secure to the floor of the ambulance for the transport of heavier 
patients. The new cot can carry a maximum of 1,600 pounds.


LifeNet installed a new bariatric cot and loading system 
in one of its ambulances earlier this month that is specifi-
cally designed to handle large patients.


While it has not been used for a patient as yet, Jason 
Gartner, LifeNet’s general manager, said Thursday that the 
service transported 16 patients in August alone that were 
heavier than 350 pounds, so it’s just a matter of time until 
it’s needed.


“That’s not to say that it will be used in every instance 
of a patient that is larger than 350 pounds,” he said. “There 
will be operational and clinical considerations to consider 
on a case-by-case basis.”


This system is safer for both the patients and the EMS 


Dog show 
draws 
prized 
pooches


MAX BRYAN
The Sentinel-Record


Dog lovers in Garland County can 
get their canine fix this week at Hot 
Springs Convention Center.


Hot Springs National Park Kennel 
Club’s annual dog show will be free 
to the public in the convention center 
from 4-9 p.m. today and from 7 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. This 
year’s show will feature judged events, 


‘RED BRICK’ DEMOLITION


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


A high-reach excavator operator for DT Specialized Services Inc. of Tulsa, Okla., begins the dem-
olition of the Majestic Hotel complex’s “red brick” building on Thursday. A mister was placed on 
the Whittington Avenue side of the site to tamp down dust with aerated water. The “red brick” 
building was completed in 1926. The Lanai Tower, built in 1958, and the Lanai Suites, built in 1962, 
have already been demolished.
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CONCENTRATION


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


Konnie McCarthy, 60, of Conway, returns the ball during a 2016 Arkansas Senior Olympics table tennis match at 
First Church of the Nazarene on Thursday. The games continue through Sunday.


Inert hand
grenades
force two
evacuations


FROM STAFF REPORTS
About a dozen inert duplicate hand grenades led to 


evacuations in two separate subdivisions in Garland 
County on Thursday, until a military bomb squad de-
termined the devices were not explosive.


Shortly before 2 p.m. Thursday, workers at a con-
struction site at 100 Pogue Lane unearthed what ap-
peared to be 12 to 13 “pineapple” style hand grenades, 
a Garland County Sheriff ’s Department spokesman 
said at the scene.


The area was partially cordoned off, with a perime-
ter established to protect the public, and was partially 
evacuated, according to a sheriff’s department news 
release.


Sheriff’s Sgt. John Schroeder said the 19th Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal Flight from Little Rock Air Force 
Base in Jacksonville was called to the scene to examine 
the devices.


The incident was followed by the partial evacuation 
of the 700 block of Elkhorn Loop, after one of the con-
struction workers reportedly put one of the grenades 
in his vehicle and drove home.


The release said a sheriff’s corporal was flagged 
GRENADES, PAGE 12A












This is National Travel and 
Tourism Week, and Visit Hot 
Springs will mark the observance 
with an open house at the Visit 
Hot Springs Visitor Center at Hill 
Wheatley Plaza on Wednesday.


The open house will be held 
from 3-4 p.m. Wednesday “in 
honor of our partners in tour-
ism,” said Jimmy Sample, visi-
tor services manager for Visit 
Hot Springs. Visitors can enjoy 
refreshments including coffee, 
punch and cupcakes.


“We invite the public as well 
as all our friends in the hospital-
ity business to join us for refresh-
ments and to help us observe the 
fact that tourism is Hot Springs 
and Garland County’s No. 1 eco-
nomic engine,” Sample said in a 
news release.


Thursday and Friday, visitors 
will be given the opportunity to 
answer trivia questions related 
to Hot Springs from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Those who answer the ques-
tions correctly will win a prize.


Visit Hot Springs will also 
ask its Instagram, Twitter, and 
Facebook followers to share 
photos alongside their favorite 
Hot Springs places using #Vis-
itHotSprings, #NTTW16, @Vis-
itHotSprings, during the week.


Posters sharing the impact of 
tourism in Hot Springs will be 
displayed in downtown informa-
tion kiosks and storefronts.


Gov. Asa Hutchinson recently 
issued a proclamation “in recog-
nition of the positive economic, 
social, and cultural impact of the 
travel and tourism industry,” the 
Arkansas Department of Parks 
and Tourism said in a news re-
lease.


“In 2015, more than 28 mil-
lion visitors traveled in Arkan-
sas, spending an estimated $7.2 
billion, which generated $374 
million in state taxes and $137 


Survey participants said on-
street parking along Central Av-


enue should be the lowest pri-
ority informing the downtown 
parking enhancement plan, ac-
cording to the consulting firm 


that conducted the poll.
The West Central Arkansas 


Planning and Development Dis-
trict said the results of Indi-


ana-based Thomas P. Miller & 
Associates’ April 20 survey of 
preferences for walking, bik-
ing and parking improvements 


downtown won’t be available 
until the final report is issued, 
but a summary of the results 
indicated on-street parking as 


the lowest of 25 priorities. Pe-
destrian safety and improved 
facilities and amenities were 
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Survey ranks on-street parking as lowest priority
DAVID SHOWERS


The Sentinel-Record


Storms 
leave tree 
across front
of house


ELISHA MORRISON
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Elisha Morrison


STORM DAMAGE: Mary Lou DeBolt, of Hot Springs, is one of many residents having to deal with the aftermath of 
this weekend’s severe thunderstorms, which damaged both her home and vehicle.


At 5:30 a.m. Saturday, Mary Lou DeBolt 
woke to discover a tree lying across the front 
of her home and on top of her vehicle, a 
result of thunderstorms that passed through 
Hot Springs the night before.


DeBolt said she knew something was 
wrong when her radio went off. She stepped 
outside to see if any of her neighbors had 
also lost power when she was met with the 
sight of the fallen tree.


Her home, which is off Prospect Avenue, 
has been without power since Saturday, 


City 
marks
Tourism 
Week


FROM STAFF REPORTS


Clean fun: 
Tub races set 
for June 4


FROM STAFF REPORTS
Entries are now being accepted for the 11th 


annual Stueart Pennington Running Of The Tubs 
in downtown Hot Springs, scheduled for Saturday, 
June 4.


“We are adding some new things this year to 
make the event even more fun,” Mary Neilson, spe-
cial events manager for Visit Hot Springs, which 
organizes the races, said in a news release.


“We are amping up the fun at the Friday eve-
ning Paddock Party on June 3 at the Exchange 
Street parking deck. Plus, we are partnering with 
radio station KLAZ, which will provide Kramer as 
the emcee of the Paddock Party and Amy Hale as 
the emcee for the judging of the tubs and the actual 
Running Of The Tubs.”


The race, which is named in honor of the late 
Stueart Pennington, a downtown businessman 
who championed the idea of a bathtub race to cel-
ebrate the city’s rich bathing history, was recently 
recognized by the Smithsonian as one of the city’s 
“charming traditions.”


HARD AT WORK


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


Children of employees at the Work Force Center, Brady Kincannon, 7, left, Nicholas Gilchrist, 15, Jesse Rea-
garibay, 8, watch as Grace Academy’s Brycen Furgerson, 14, third from right, and Andrew Goodin, 12, right, 
help Julius Lomack, 9, second from right, work with robotic Legos during Take Our Daughters and Sons to Work 
Foundation’s annual event on Thursday.


NEW OFFICERS


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


Hot Springs Interim Police Chief Jason Stachey, right, swears in new police officers Taylor Werst, left, 
and Joey Vanderburg, both of Hot Springs, during a pinning ceremony Friday at the police department.


LH, LS 
students 
receive UA 
fellowships


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record


Five graduating seniors at Lake Ham-
ilton High School and Lakeside High 
School will begin the fall semester at the 
University of Arkansas in Fayetteville as 
recipients of the competitively awarded 
Honors College Fellowship.


Three upcoming graduates from Lake 
Hamilton and two from Lakeside were re-
cently informed they will receive $17,500 
per year. Students of all majors were eli-
gible for the award.


Applicants were required to have 
earned at least a 3.8 grade-point average 
in high school. The minimum eligible 
ACT score is a 32, or a 1400 on the SAT.


The Lake Hamilton fellows are Elle 


LH senior 
awarded 
premier ASU 
scholarship


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record


PEARCY — Lake Hamilton High School 
senior Aubrey Miller will graduate this month 
with plans to begin in the fall at Arkansas State 
University in Jonesboro with the university’s 
top scholarship available to incoming freshmen.


The AState Scholar award provides $15,000 
annually to each recipient. The scholarship is 
awarded for the duration of eight consecutive 
semesters or through the completion of an un-
dergraduate degree.


Miller will graduate in the top 25 of her class 
with a grade-point average of about 4.0. She is 
the daughter of Daniel and Shauvin Miller.


AState Scholars must have a minimum ACT 
composite score of 32 and a minimum high 
school GPA of 3.5. Miller scored a 33 on the ACT.
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The Greater Hot Springs 
Chamber of Commerce’s Execu-
tive Committee convened a spe-
cial called meeting Tuesday to 
address proposed legislation that 
would bear on the city’s water 
policy, but the discussion veered 
toward a strained city-county 
relationship that hasn’t worn well 
with the business community.


The initial discussion cen-
tered on Senate Bill 405 intro-
duced earlier this month by state 
Sen. Alan Clark, R-District 13. It 
would put water service requests 
in unincorporated areas that have 
deeded their lines to a munici-
pal water system on a par with 
requests emanating from inside 
a city’s boundaries, amending a 
current law that doesn’t obligate 
cities to provide service outside 
their boundaries.


Its introduction was borne 
out of one of many issues com-
plicating relations between Hot 
Springs and Garland County of-
ficials, a division chamber CEO 
and President Jim Fram said is 
bad for business. He said the 
committee didn’t reach a con-
clusion on Clark’s bill during the 


hour and a half discussion but 
did express concern over the 
city-county estrangement.


“There continues to be an is-
sue with the city and county on 
several fronts,” he said. “That was 
what a lot of the discussion was 
about. I think we can probably 
recap our conversation in one 
sentence: The entire community 
is getting frustrated with that.”


Clark’s bill responds to a pol-
icy that gives priority to city-
based requests for new service, a 
practice that owes to a water sup-
ply city officials said reached 80 
percent of its roughly 30-million-
gallon-a-day capacity 55 times 
in 2012.


City Attorney Brian Albright 
said capacity concerns are at the 
fore of what city representatives 
of the Community Water Com-
mittee want addressed. Albright 
and Garland County Attorney 
Ralph Ohm serve in an advisory 
role on the nine-person body of 
county and city officials, which 
convened last year at the cham-
ber’s urging to determine if a 
compromise exists between the 
city’s conservation-centered po-
sition and the county’s desire for 


A local man recently paroled from prison 
was arrested late Tuesday after allegedly trying 
to run over his 18-year-old ex-girlfriend and 
another teen with a pickup.


Alexander George Gilliana, 21, was taken 
into custody by Hot Springs police shortly 
after 11 p.m. and charged with a felony count 


As a heavy snowfall blanketed 
Garland County on Wednesday, 
forcing local schools to close for 
a third day, local superintendents 
voiced support for two pieces of 
legislation that will give schools 
more flexibility regarding inclem-
ent weather.


House Bill 1313, if enacted, 
would allow school days to be 
made up in 60-minute increments. 
Senate Bill 180, which was signed 
by Gov. Asa Hutchinson Wednes-
day morning, will provide school 
districts with flexibility in deter-
mining whether or not to declare 
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COOL CAT


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


Izabella Braun, 4, of Hot Springs, uses a cat umbrella as a hat for a snowman 
she made at Whittington Park on Wednesday.


SNOW BOAT


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


James Burleson, of Hot Springs, uses a fork lift to move a boat into the Hot Springs Convention Cen-
ter on Wednesday during a heavy snowfall. Burleson and others were setting up for this weekend’s 
29th annual Hot Springs Boat & RV Show. The show is open Friday and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 8 
p.m. and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.


DON THOMASON
The Sentinel-Record


City, county 
help employees 
in winter weather


CAITLIN LAFARLETTE
The Sentinel-Record


The Garland County Sheriff’s 
Department has worked through 
the snow and ice to provide up-
dates on Facebook to citizens, 
but officials also reach out to 
county employees to keep them 
safe in inclement weather.


Sheriff Mike McCormick said 
the department only requires 
people with essential positions, 
such as patrol deputies, to come 
in during adverse winter weather 
conditions. For required person-
nel who can’t make it, McCor-
mick said the county sends out 
vehicles to pick them up, “espe-
cially for civilians.”


“We’ll take whatever measure 
we need to get staff in,” he said.


McCormick said Wednes-
day’s snow-covered roads were 
not causing many problems, but 
if temperatures dropped over-
night, the department might have 
to look at sending out county 
vehicles to pick up employees.


Even though Wednesday’s 
snow marked the third round 


of winter weather for the Hot 
Springs area in the past week, 
McCormick said the same pro-
cedure has remained standard 
for handling county staff.


“We don’t want to put em-
ployees in danger,” he said.


Cpl. McCrary Means said the 
Hot Springs Police Department 
also assists employees who can’t 
make it to the office when travel 
conditions worsen.


“If they can’t drive in, we’ll 
call them or they’ll call us, and 
we’ll pick them up,” he said.


Means said only a few em-
ployees living outside of the city 
limits have not been able to drive 
in since snow and ice moved 
through the area. Civilian per-
sonnel left at noon Wednesday 
when city offices shut down, and 
Means said around 30 personnel, 
including dispatchers, detectives 
and officers, remained at work.


Both the police and sheriff’s 
departments reported there had 
been no major issues with ac-
cidents.


Snow 
day
Bills give 


schools flexibility 
in bad weather


Museum 
completes 
renovations 
despite snow


BETH BRIGHT
The Sentinel-Record


Despite wintry weather that began earlier 
this month, Mid-America Science Museum is 
still on track for its grand reopening on March 
7, according to Executive Director Diane La-
Follette.


“The only real issue we’ve had is it’s delayed 
some deliveries of final touches for some of the 
exhibits,” she said on Wednesday. “Other than 
that, we’re actually walking around doing what 
we call a punch list checking off things that 
need to be done as we’re gearing up to open 
next week.”


LaFollette said representatives from the 
Exploratorium in San Francisco, who have been 
developing and building exhibits specifically for 
the museum, will be finishing up through Satur-
day when teachers across the state are welcome 
to visit for a preview day with a valid teacher ID.


“This is for teachers only, though,” she said. 
“I think it’s supposed to be cloudy on Saturday 
so not many people will want to go out on the 
(Bob Wheeler Science) Skywalk. But you can 
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Parolee 
charged 
with assault
Man allegedly attempted 
to run over ex-girlfriend
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‘Conscience 
protection’ 
measure fails 
in committee


LITTLE ROCK — A proposal to prevent state 
and local governments from infringing on a per-
son’s religious beliefs failed before an Arkansas 
legislative panel Wednesday after facing mount-
ing criticism that it was an attempt to justify 
discriminating against gays and lesbians.


The Senate Judiciary Committee rejected the 
“conscience protection” measure, a day after 
retail giant Wal-Mart said the measure sent the 
wrong message about its home state and Re-


ANDREW DEMILLO
The Associated Press
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SNOW FALL


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


Wyatt Thomas, 17, left, Kyle Lightsey, 18, and Blake Spilker, 17, sled down a hill in the Fairplay 
Estates neighborhood on Wednesday. Youths across the county enjoyed a number of winter-
time activities, including snowball fights, building snowmen and sledding, on Wednesday after 
a heavy snowfall blanketed the area.
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Hot Springs Superintendent Joyce 
Craft said the district must be “cre-
ative” with funding after a proposed 


2-mill increase was voted down Tues-
day.


The district held its first special 
millage election in 15 years to ask vot-
ers to increase its millage from 37.7 to 


39.7. The measure would have extend-
ed the life of 10.8 debt service mills 
through the 30 years of the two new 
mills. Craft said school officials saw 
no reason the measure would not pass.


“We didn’t think we were asking 
for anything unreasonable and thought 
we had done well, as far as keeping the 
district fiscally sound, being creative 
with what we have and improvements 


we have made,” Craft said. “You can 
see visible differences in our district.”


The increase was voted down by 
a slim 52.7-47.3 margin. A total of 627 
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HSSD to be ‘creative’ after millage fails
JAY BELL
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Tub races turn 10


Survey 
illustrates
higher water 
loss rate


DAVID SHOWERS
The Sentinel-Record


The Arkansas Department of Health’s 2014 San-
itary Survey of the Hot Springs water utility shows 
more separation in water production and metered 
amounts than the previous review.


The disparity known as unaccounted for water 
increased from 21.56 percent in the 2012 survey 
to 28.53 percent. It’s a measure of the difference 
between total water produced and the amount 
being billed to customers, providing a snapshot of 
how much water a system is losing to line leaks or 
other factors.


The increase notwithstanding, ADH District 6 
engineer Stephen Youngblood said the rate contin-
ues to trend in a positive direction from the 42.7 
percent reported in the 2010 survey. Youngblood 
said the city submitted information from 2013 for 
last year’s survey and 2011 for the 2012 study.


“We think they’ve made really good strides in 
reducing unaccounted for water,” he said, noting 
that monthly 2013 rates ranged from 20 to 35 per-
cent.


Deputy City Manager Bill Burrough said the 
city has spent about $7 million the last four years to 
shore up its water lines and budgets between $1.5 
to $2 million a year for line replacements.


“We continue to do that to try and bring the 
unaccounted for water down,” he said.


Youngblood said the city’s new meters and 
more accurate tracking system could be contribut-
ing to the downward trend, giving a truer reading 
of how much water customers are receiving. He 
said older meters have a tendency to show read-
ings that are lower than actual usage.


“When meters get to be 15 to 20 years old, 
they give you really inaccurate readings,” he said. 
“Customers like it, because they pay lower bills, 
but these new meters are more accurate and give 
a better picture of true usage.”


Aging meters are among the elements, other 


ELISHA MORRISON
The Sentinel-Record
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GREAT SCOTT: The Arlington Resort Hotel & Spa’s Bath to the Future team, from left, Bob Kratz, Derek Womack, Carmen Jones, Ben Gother and 
Tony Wheeler, stop at “Ring Around the Tub” on Saturday during the 10th annual Stueart Pennington Running of the Tubs.


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


ON FIRE: The Hot Springs Fire Department team, from left, Ty Dupry, Josh Kincannon, Larry Vincent and 
Chris Coleman, make their way down Central Avenue on Saturday during the 10th annual Stueart Pennington 
Running of the Tubs.


Splish, splash, they were racing 
the tubs Saturday in downtown Hot 
Springs.


Eight bathtub teams took part in the 
10th annual Stueart Pennington Run-
ning of the Tubs Saturday on Central 
Avenue, manned by teams of five: the 
captain, bath towel attendant, bath mat 
attendant, soap attendant and the luffa 


RUN FOR A CAUSE


The Sentinel-Record/Elisha Morrison


Runners take off at the start of 20th annual Norma Lampert Lupus Springers 5K Race and Lupus 
Walk to End Lupus on Mid-America Boulevard on Saturday. See results on Page 4B.


NPS, Forest 
Service urge 
caution 
outdoors


BETH BRIGHT
The Sentinel-Record


With consistent rainfall throughout the spring 
months, the U.S. Forest Service and Hot Springs 
National Park are urging visitors to the trails and 
campgrounds to be aware of their surroundings 
and take extra precautions when heading outdoors.


“One of the biggest things we run into are 
people meeting us along the roads through the Na-
tional Forest, asking what the best places to go are,” 
said Terence Peck, public information officer for 
the U.S. Forest Service. “But really, the best thing 
people can do is research. Go online to our website 
and see what’s currently available. Then, contact 
someone — spouse, parents — and let them know 
exactly where you’re planning to be and where 
you’re going during your stay.”


Peck said with the heavy rains, the terrain in 
some areas may be a little more unstable than 
usual.


“With all this rain, rocks have been loosened 
and are slippery, and as you’ve seen in the news, 
people have died just from not being aware of their 
surroundings,” he said. “Know the environment, 
and when you get where you’re going for the night, 
stay put. Look above you as well and beware of 
loose branches and objects that may fall.


IS head of oil 
operations 
killed in US 
raid in Syria


ROBERT BURNS AND
SARAH EL DEEB
The Associated Press


BEIRUT — In a rare ground attack deep 
into Syria, U.S. Army commandos killed a 
man described as the Islamic State’s head of 
oil operations, captured his wife and rescued 
a woman whom American officials said was 
enslaved.


A team of Delta Force commandos slipped 
across the border from Iraq under cover of 
darkness Saturday aboard Black Hawk heli-
copters and V-22 Osprey aircraft, according 
to a U.S. defense official knowledgeable 
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MOUNTAIN PINE — The 
Arkansas Department of Health 


said Thursday that it didn’t re-
ceive a May 2014 report show-
ing potential sanitary hazards 
inside Mountain Pine’s water 


tank until Tuesday.
The revelation, coupled with 


the discovery that the city had 
taken no action to address the 


report’s findings, led the depart-
ment to initiate Wednesday’s 
precautionary boil order. The 
health department said the in-


spection revealed debris and 
hazards in the interior of the 
110,000-gallon standpipe tank. 
The city held an emergency 


water safety meeting Thursday 
night.


“The report wasn’t provided 


Serenaders and dancers of 
all ages glossed their lips up and 
wooed the Arkansas Blarney Stone 
Thursday as they got just a few 
seconds to make their best im-
pression on the rock and win $100.


“Otis Fudpucker,” who claims 
to be “the largest leprechaun in 
the world,” gave approximately 
20 contestants the ground rules 
for their serenading of the giant 
stone that sits in front of the Hot 
Springs Convention Center.


“We tell them the rules, then 
forget them halfway through 
and make them up as we go,” 


Fudpucker said.
Contestants could dance, hug, 


sing, show off other talents and, 
of course, kiss the Blarney Stone. 
They were reminded by the lep-
rechaun hosts to look at the stone 
as if it was their boyfriend or girl-
friend. The family friendly event 
had contestants ranging in age 
from 20 months to older.


Rachael Lewis, a “fairy god-
mother” from Hot Springs, spoke 
words of admiration to Blarney 
and said, as far as her technique, 
“I just went after it.”


After hearing about the First 
Ever 13th Annual World’s Shortest 


Hot Springs Village resident Ju-
nior Flora will be among the Amer-
ican Red Cross volunteers who will 
assist flood victims and assess their 
needs in flooded areas of south Ar-
kansas and surrounding states.


The American Red Cross is ex-
panding its assistance efforts across 
Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana and Mis-
sissippi by sending supplies and 
food with two emergency truck 
teams that were deployed from Hot 
Springs and Rogers following re-
cent floods that damaged more than 
1,000 homes.


Trained disaster drivers from Hot 
Springs, Fort Smith, Fayetteville and 
Winslow are among the responders, 
according to a news release.


Two caseworkers from Jones-
boro and Pocahontas will assist with 


Shreveport, La., victims, and a men-
tal health specialist from Searcy 
County will provide guidance to 
victim’s emotional recovery in Hat-
tiesburg, Miss.


“Care continues, as well, for 
Arkansans recovering from recent 
floods and storms in western and 
southern counties,” said Brigette 
Williams, American Red Cross Re-
gional Director of Communications. 
“With the last emergency shelter 
recently closed, Red Cross teams 
continue damage assessments in 
areas now accessible as floodwaters 
have receded.”


Responders are assisting victims 
in Ashley, Cleburne, Chicot, Desha, 
Drew, Faulkner, Montgomery, Jef-
ferson, Lee, Lincoln, Scott, Lonoke, 
Phillips and Pulaski counties in Ar-


Fountain Lake Charter High 
School senior Alexa Donley was 
recognized Wednesday for the 
best Environmental and Spatial 
Technologies project submitted 
from more than 200 programs 
for the 2016 EAST Conference.


The award was presented 
Wednesday evening during the 
Conference Gala at the Hot 
Springs Convention Center. 
The annual conference was 
held Tuesday through Thurs-
day.


The EAST Initiative held an 
overall project competition this 
year for the first time. Students 
could work in any subject area, 
address any problem and use 


any software or hardware to 
address it.


Fountain Lake learned sever-
al weeks ago Donley was among 
eight finalists for the award. The 
finalists included projects sub-
mitted by students from Har-
rison Junior High School, J.O. 
Kelly Middle School in Spring-
dale, Joe T. Robinson Middle 
School in Little Rock, Malvern 
Middle School, Wynne Inter-
mediate School and two from 
Helen Tyson Middle School in 
Springdale.


Donley’s submission was 
based on her project for a mo-
bile application for people re-
covering from eating disorders. 
She was diagnosed with anorex-
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FL student earns 
top EAST project


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record


Submitted photo


FULFILLMENT: Alexa Donley, a senior at Fountain Lake 
Charter High School, earned first place in the inaugural 
EAST project competition. Donley was recognized during 
the EAST Conference Gala Wednesday evening for her 
project, Fulfill, an app that tracks nutritional data for 
people with eating disorders without displaying numbers.


Red Cross dispatches 
aid to flood victims
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Parade attendees 
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The First Ever 13th Annual World’s Short-
est St. Patrick’s Day Parade took downtown 
Hot Springs by storm Thursday with a sea of 
green and a side of Bacon and Busey.


Orange-bearded dancing leprechauns, 
an Irish beach party, and kids Whip/Nae 
Nae-ing in the street were just some of the 
evening’s attractions.


Academy Award-nominated actor Gary 
Busey served as official parade starter and 
the Bacon Brothers — Kevin and Michael 
Bacon, served as the parade’s celebrity grand 
marshals.


Busey, who grew up in Tulsa, Okla., said 
during a VIP party held at the Hot Springs 
Convention Center on Thursday that it was 
“lovely” to be back home in the South. “You 
know what V.I.P. Stands for? Very Important 
Pig — Go Razorbacks!” he added.


PARADE, PAGE 5A


BIG ON FUN: The First Ever 
13th Annual World’s Short-
est St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
festivities kicked off with the 
Dallas Cowboy Cheerlead-
ers, top, as they warmed up 
the crowd. Official parade 
starter Gary Busey, bottom, 
made his debut by starting 
the parade and tossing beads 
to the crowd with his wife, 
Stephanie, followed by ce-
lebrity grand marshals Kevin 
and Michael Bacon, center, 
later on in the evening.
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On Aug. 24, 1915, Arkansas Gas Co. announced that 
Hot Springs, along with Pine Bluff and a number of oth-
er towns, would be without gas as a result of a break in 
the gas main near Lewisville caused by high water from 
the flooding of the White River. “Just how long the gas 
will be out is a matter of conjecture. It may be a week. 


MOUNTAIN PINE — First-time 
candidates Tammy Brown and Jenni-
fer Walker are running for Position 3 
on the Mountain Pine School Board in 
next month’s election.


The annual school election will be 
Sept. 15. Polls will be open from 7:30 
a.m. to 7:30 p.m.


Early voting will be held Sept. 8-11 
and Sept. 14 at the Garland County 
Election Commission Building, 649-


A Ouachita Ave.; Faith Fellowship 
Church, 3213 Highway 7 north; and 
the Old Armory, 401 Mid-America 
Blvd.


Brown drew the bottom spot on 
the ballot last month. Mountain Pine 
School Board President Mark Jackson 
opted not to run again.


Both candidates were appointed 
earlier this year to head the Moun-
tain Pine School District Community 


JESSIEVILLE — Jessieville School 
Board member Sonya Eisenhauer is 
running for re-election for the first 
time against Jack Wells, who sued the 
school district a year ago in an effort 
to be placed on the ballot.


The annual school election is Sept. 
15. Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 
7 p.m.


Early voting will be held Sept. 8-11 


and Sept. 14 at the Garland County 
Election Commission Building, 649-
A Ouachita Ave.; Faith Fellowship 
Church, 3213 Highway 7 north; and 
the Old Armory, 401 Mid-America 
Blvd.


Eisenhauer will be listed first on 
the ballot. She is the second-longest 
tenured member of the board. She 
was uncontested in previous elec-
tions.
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Wells finally on Jessieville ballot 
against incumbent Eisenhauer


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record


Brown, Walker vie 
for Mountain Pine seat


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record


HIGDON PAVING


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


A construction crew worked this week to lay new asphalt on the widened portion of Higdon Ferry Road between Printer’s 
Place and Crawford Drive. Once completed, Higdon Ferry Road will be five-lanes wide from Crawford Drive south to Central 
Avenue.


School board 
elections


LEE IVORY
Special to the Sentinel-Record


Submitted photo


REUNITED: The Spa Creations Band, circa 1975. From bottom left, clockwise, are members Donald Grant, 
Paul Green, John Pascal, Ray Lemons, Arthur Thomas, Hamilton Womack, Dennis Reed, Raymond Haywood, 
Edwardo Daniels and Michael Pope.


By most accounts, 1972 was a tumultuous and historic 
year in the United States.


The last U.S. ground troops were pulled out of Viet-
nam. Former President Harry S. Truman died in Kansas 
City, Mo. And five White House operatives were arrested 
in a break-in at the Watergate Hotel in Washington, D.C.


In Hot Springs, a small group of teenagers — no doubt 
swayed by the soulful sounds of hit houses like Motown, 
Stax and Atlantic Records — decided to make some his-
tory of their own.


They started a band — initially called The Syndicate 
— that featured teens from the old Central Junior High 
School and Hot Springs High. That early nucleus of Kevin 
Glover, Tim Green, the late Hayes “Skeeter” Walton III, 
the late Greg Berthia and Stevie Joe Parker pieced togeth-
er arrangements of popular songs and took to the streets 
of Hot Springs to play their music.


What they didn’t know is that the group, eventually 
renamed the Spa Creations Band, would gain cultlike 
status in the city’s African-American neighborhoods and 
become a part of hometown nostalgia that’s every bit 


‘Giving back’
Spa Creations reunites for 
Webb Center fundraiser


Sunrise 
Rotary 
turns 10


ELISHA MORRISON
The Sentinel-Record


The youngest Rotary Club 
in Hot Springs is celebrating 10 
years of service to Hot Springs 
and Garland County.


The Sunrise Rotary meets 
in Bistro 400 at Embassy Suites 
Hot Springs — Hotel & Spa, 400 
Convention Blvd., at 7 a.m. each 
Tuesday.


Karen Garcia, club president 
and charter member, said the 
Sunrise Rotary was organized 
by the Hot Springs National 
Park and Oaklawn Rotary clubs 
to answer a very specific need. 
Many people were interested in 
joining a Rotary Club, but could 
not leave work for meetings 
during lunch. The organizers 
decided the best option would 
be to create a breakfast club.


The process of organizing 
Sunrise Rotary started in March 
2005, and by September the new 
group had its charter.


Garcia said her club is very 
grateful for all the help, ongo-
ing support and collaboration 
the group has gotten from Hot 
Springs’ other two clubs.


The national motto for Rota-
ry is “Service Above Self.”


“We are not as large other 
clubs, but we are big in service,” 
Garcia said.


During the last 10 years, Sun-
rise Rotary has assisted more 
than 1,300 veterans, donated 
1,200 pairs of socks to needy 
children, donated 1,000 back-
packs filled with supplies to 
children, given 1,000 Valentine 
gifts to children, provided 1,100 
toothbrushes and toothpaste to 
children, provided 140 holiday 
meals to needy families, given 
graduating senior and single 
parent scholarships, created a 
community garden for Quapaw 


This week 
in HS history


STEVEN MROSS
The Sentinel-Record


Submitted photo


PRINCESS THEATRE: The 800 block of Central Avenue, including the Princess Theatre, then located at 
821 Central, is seen in this postcard from 1923, showing a view “southeast of the Butricks Building.” Photo is 
courtesy of the Garland County Historical Society.


EDITOR’S NOTE: The Sentinel-Record today continues its 
semiweekly feature, “This Week in Hot Springs History,” 
which will revisit moments from Hot Springs’ colorful past 
as detailed in the daily newspaper. Similar to the “Today in 
History” feature, which focuses on national and international 
events, this will recount events that occurred in Hot Springs 
at different periods throughout the past. Today features 
excerpts from stories that appeared 100 years ago this week.
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STEVEN MROSS
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The last of 12 jurors was seated Fri-
day in Garland County Circuit Court 
for the capital murder trial of a Pearcy 
man, which is now set to begin on 
Tuesday.


The final juror was seated at 3:30 
p.m. Friday. Ten had been selected by 
the end of the day Thursday, and one 
was seated during deliberations Friday 
morning.


The trial of Randy William Gay, 


54, who is accused in the May 10, 2011, 
shooting death of Connie Ann Snow, 
49, of Hot Springs, is now set to begin 
at 8:30 a.m. Tuesday.


Judge John Homer Wright and 
prosecutors noted it is expected to 
last through Friday, April 19, although 
it could go longer.


They will resume the selection 
process at 8:30 a.m. Monday to seat 
four alternate jurors, who would fill in 
if one of the 12 is unable to continue 
for some reason.


Wright’s scheduled Monday ar-
raignments will be held in Circuit 
Judge Marcia Hearnsberger’s court-
room with Circuit Judge Lynn Wil-
liams presiding.


The state is seeking the death 
penalty in the case, and much of the 
questioning of potential jurors has 
centered around their ability to sen-
tence someone to death should the 
evidence dictate.


At one point, Gay’s attorney, Sky 
Tapp, told a potential juror, “This is a 


grave, grave case” and stressed “how 
critical and important and potentially 
stressful” a case it was going to be.


Other questions dealt with the ju-
ror’s thoughts about the possibility of 
Gay not testifying and little or no evi-
dence being presented by the defense 
and whether or not alcohol abuse is an 
excuse for wrongdoing.


The defense attorneys had 12 
strikes or challenges they could use 
during the selection process and had 
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77th running of the 77th running of the 


ARKANSAS DERBYARKANSAS DERBY


BOB WISENER
Sports editor


The United States was digging out 
of the Great Depression in 1936 when 
Oaklawn Park introduced what be-
came its signature race, the Arkansas 
Derby. Total purse: $5,000.


In the year that President Richard 
Nixon opened the door to China, 
Oaklawn officials must have pinched 
themselves in making the 1972 Arkan-
sas Derby the track’s first $100,000 
race.


Then and now, the Kentucky Der-
by represented horse racing’s stan-
dard of excellence, and both the 1936 
and 1972 Arkansas Derby winners ran 
respectably at Churchill Downs on 
the first Saturday in May – Holl Image 
placing eighth in a race won by Bold 
Venture and No Le Hace second to 
Riva Ridge, respectively.


How times have changed, and for 
the better.


The Arkansas Derby remains Oak-
lawn’s marquee event, but since 2004 


has carried a $1 million purse, equal-
ing that of the richest North American 
Kentucky Derby prep race.


Oaklawn will distribute $100,000, 
matching the 1972 Arkansas Derby 
purse, in the first three races alone 
this afternoon on the closing day of 
a record season for local purse dis-
tribution. The 12 races, three graded 
stakes included, have total value of 
$2,182,000 – a tribute to additional 
revenue streams from Oaklawn’s gam-


Derby’s charm grows with years
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BETH BRIGHT
The Sentinel-Record


Pat Mahoney has seen a lot of changes over 
the years repairing tack and working one-on-one 
with horsemen in the racing world.


Growing up, his father raised and trained 
horses, spending their winters in Hot Springs 
and their summers in Ohio and other racing 
circuits. It was in Ohio that he learned about 
leather work.


“To really get an idea, let’s go back about 70 


ALISON B. HARBOUR
The Sentinel-Record


Former Gov. Mike Huckabee and 
retired U.S. Army Lt. Col. Hugh L. Mills 
Jr. are expected to be in the Spa City on 
Sunday for their induc-
tion into the Arkansas 
Walk of Fame.


The Walk of Fame 
honors persons who 
were born or lived in 
Arkansas, made a sig-
nificant contribution 
in their fields, and are 
recognized nationally.


“This will be a tre-
mendous event,” says Tom Wilkins, 
Walk of Fame founder and president.


“The governor will 
be there, and Tony 
Orlando has accepted 
my invitation. They 
are close friends and I 
thought it would be a 
nice addition for this 
patriotic ceremony.”


Doors open at 1 p.m. 
and the program begins 
at 2:30 p.m. at Five Star Theatre, 701 
Central Ave., followed by unveiling the 
plaques across the street at Hill Wheat-


Walk 
of Fame 
to honor 
inductees


Huckabee


Mills
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Behind 
the scenes


DON THOMASON
The Sentinel-Record


State Rep. Bruce Cozart, R-District 
24, said Friday that a House vote on the 
appropriations bill to fund the “private 
option” for Medicaid has been post-


poned until Monday.
“Yesterday (Thursday) we voted 


on the bill and we’re going to hold off 
on the appropriation until Monday to 
let people (legislators) go home and 
talk to their people and make sure ev-


eryone understands it and is OK with 
their (representative’s) yes or no vote,” 
Cozart said.


As of Friday afternoon, Cozart said 
he was still a “no” vote, adding that 
during his campaign he was a “no” and 


ran against Medicaid expansion.
“I ran against the form of health 


care because I believe it’s not good for 
our country and is possibly going to 
bankrupt America.


“I still don’t think our state can afford 


it in the long run. I just don’t think it’s a 
thing that is going to last. I want some-
thing that I believe can be for the people 
of the future and this doesn’t look like a 
long-term possibility,” he said.


Vote on ‘private option’ appropriation bill delayed


MEDICAID, PAGE 7A


Love of working with 
horses keeps Webb, 


Mahoney coming back 


The Sentinel-Record/Beth Bright


ATTENTION TO DETAIL: Pat Mahoney of Pat’s Tack Repair replaces a zipper on a leather rifle scabbard. Though 
most of Mahoney’s business comes from repairing tack for the horsemen at Oaklawn Park, he repairs other 
leather goods for people in the community.


Jurors seated; murder trial set to begin Tuesday
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County recovers after storms
Entergy 
crews
restore 
power


DON THOMASON
The Sentinel-Record


Entergy Arkansas Inc. had 
reduced its outages in Garland 
County to fewer than 2,400 
customers by late afternoon 
Wednesday, a little more than 
24 hours after severe thunder-
storms left more than 11,000 
residents without power.


Greg Asbell, Entergy Ar-
kansas Inc.’s regional manager 
for customer service, said early 
Wednesday that utility crews 
had reduced the number of out-
ages from slightly more than 
11,000 late Tuesday afternoon to 
4,310 customers and 111 cases of 
trouble by 8:45 a.m. Wednesday.


Asbell said 2,382 customers 
were still without power by 4:30 
p.m. Wednesday, and it will be 
today before power can be re-
stored to all customers.


“We got quite a few custom-
ers back on last night, but we’ve 
got a lot of broken poles and a 
lot of wire on the ground,” As-
bell said earlier in the day.


He said additional repairmen 
from other electrical companies 
arrived in town Tuesday and 
Wednesday to help with the res-
toration.


“We’re still hoping we’ll get 
the majority of customers back 
on through tonight (Wednes-
day). I think we said that would 


HSSD back in session 
JAY BELL


The Sentinel-Record
Students in the Hot Springs School 


District will return to their campuses 
today after dismissing early on Tuesday 
and missing Wednesday due to outages 
caused by Tuesday’s storms.


The district lost power early Tues-
day morning at Hot Springs High 
School, Hot Springs Middle School, 
Oaklawn Visual and Performing Arts 


Magnet School and the Jones Admin-
istration Building. Service resumed for 
school, but a wave of heavy rain and 
high winds later in the morning caused 
outages at the same buildings.


Superintendent Mike Hernandez 
said Entergy Arkansas Inc. originally in-
formed the district that 8 p.m. Tuesday 
was the target for power to be restored. 
He said the district planned to return 


Squall line, 
straight-line 
winds hit city


DON THOMASON
The Sentinel-Record


The storm that hit the Garland County area on 
Tuesday was a “big squall line,” producing straight-line 
winds and 2-plus inches of rain, the National Weather 
Service in Little Rock said Wednesday.


The squall line stretched from north to south across 
the state, with the most intense parts forming through-
out the morning, and into the afternoon and evening 
across central to southern Arkansas, into Texas and 
Louisiana, meteorologist Charles Dalton said.


“The strongest parts were in central Arkansas as it 
moved east across the state,” Dalton said.


“What hit the Hot Springs area was really high 
winds just off the surface, and by the time you get up to 
2,000 to 4,000 feet off the ground, winds were in excess 
of 70 mph. If you had any kind of storm that was able 
to push those winds to the ground, you saw tree and 
wind damage across the state,” he said.


Dalton said that from the photographs he had seen, 
Hot Springs bore the brunt of the storm, but there 
was also some damage in Grant County and southeast 
toward Monticello.


Access to 
Lookout 
Point still 
restricted


DAVID SHOWERS
The Sentinel-Record


Strong winds that raked areas off 
Highway 7 south Tuesday limited access 
to Lookout Point as county road crews 
waited for Entergy Arkansas Inc. to re-
move downed power lines from toppled 
trees blocking the roadway Wednesday.


Garland County Department of Emer-
gency Management Director Bo Rob-
ertson said access to the Lookout Point 
area was still being restricted Wednesday 
afternoon as Entergy contract crews 
worked to lift downed power lines and 
replace damaged utility poles. He said 


South shore
hit hardest
by storms


COLBIE WESTFALL
The Sentinel-Record


Tuesday’s severe thunderstorms took 
a toll on residents living near the south 
shore of Lake Hamilton, leaving many 
with property damage and a power out-
age that lasted into Wednesday.


Mall, other businesses
affected by weather


LINDSEY WELLS
The Sentinel-Record


Tuesday’s severe weather shut down 
many local businesses in addition to 
leaving a large number of residents in 
the dark for the majority of the day.


“I stayed in my safe room and did 
not hear the trees fall. The sound of 
the wind and rain was as loud as I’ve 
ever heard, and I grew up in tornado 
country,” said Hot Springs resident 
Isobel McQuiston, who lives in the Lake 


Hamilton area near Highway 7 south.
“There were two trees uprooted and 


a third stripped; most likely all will have 
to come down. The smaller pine trees 
along the fence with my neighbor to 
the west were also uprooted. They are 
the same as the one that fell over the 
driveway.”


Hot Springs Mall lost electricity 
from noon to 10 p.m., according to gen-
eral manager Scott Green. He made the 


BUSINESSES, PAGE 9A


Garland County spent 
the day Wednesday re-
cuperating from Tues-


day’s severe storms.


FROM TOP: Utility crews 
prepare to move out from a 


parking lot in the 5300 block 
of Central Avenue and begin 
restoring power Wednesday 
morning; a county employee 


walks near a camper that was 
destroyed by a pine tree at 
108 Lookout Point; Garland 


County Road Department 
employees clear trees from 
Lookout Point; and a Chain 


Electric Co. employee works 
on a utility pole at 235 Long 


Island Drive.


Photography by 
Richard Rasmussen 


of The Sentinel-Record
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Like a proud parent, David Longinotti 
welcomed two new members to the Oak-
lawn Park family Friday.


Announcer Pete Aiello and bugler Chris 
Holt, like Citation and Coaltown in the 
Kentucky Derby, were “1 and 1A,” the track’s 
racing director said after the 57-day season 
opened, in his view, successfully.


“If you put all the new things today on a 
list, they (Aiello and Holt) would be at the 
top of the list,” Longinotti said after an es-
timated 17,500 on track watched all or some 
of the nine races.


Hot Springs School District Super-
intendent Mike Hernandez has been 
named to the board of directors for the 
University Service Administrative Com-
pany, which acts as the Federal Commu-
nications Commission’s administrator of 
the Universal Service Fund.


FCC Chairman Tom Wheeler offi-
cially appointed six new members to 
the board on Jan. 8. All meetings of the 
USAC board are open to the public and 
held in Washington, D.C.


Three members of the board rep-
resent schools eligible to receive dis-
counts. Hernandez will replace Julie 
Tritt Schell, state E-rate coordinator 


for the Pennsylvania Department of 
Education.


The Schools and Libraries program, 
known as the E-rate program, is one of 
four programs established by the FCC 
to implement the Telecommunications 
Act of 1996. E-rate is designed to make 
telecommunications and information 
services more affordable for schools 


and libraries in the U.S.
Hernandez served two years as the 


deputy commissioner for the Arkansas 
Department of Education before he 
became superintendent at Hot Springs. 
He worked with school districts and 
legislators on education issues such as 
E-rate, finance and legislation.


“I am flattered that they wanted me 


to do something like that,” Hernandez 
said. “Expanding broadband to schools 
is something I worked on at the de-
partment.”


His previous role as assistant com-
missioner for fiscal and administra-
tive services involved the oversight 
of the distribution of funds to public 
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1 killed,
2 injured
in wreck
on 270W


COLBIE WESTFALL
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


FATALITY ACCIDENT: Arkansas State Police and Piney Fire Department, assisted by the Garland County Sheriff’s Department, 
worked the scene of a fatal three-vehicle accident Friday morning on Highway 270, west of the Highway 227 junction.


A 63-year-old Royal man was
killed, and two others were injured,
in a three-vehicle accident on High-
way 270 just past the Highway 227
junction early Friday morning, ac-
cording to Arkansas State Police.


According to a preliminary fatal
crash summary filed by ASP Cpl.
James W. Avant, a black 2004 Dodge
pickup, driven by Vickey Dean, 30,
of Hot Springs, was westbound on
Highway 270 when it turned left near
Hildreth Road and collided head-on
with an eastbound 2009 Hyundai


Board 
to meet 
today


DON THOMASON
The Sentinel-Record


A special meeting of the Hot 
Springs Board of Directors has 
been called for 8 a.m. today at 
City Hall to give city directors the 
opportunity to discuss new infor-
mation on the finalists for the city 
manager’s position, Hot Springs 
Mayor Ruth Carney said Friday.


Directors 
to discuss 


CM candidates
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Hot Springs superintendent named to national board
JAY BELL


The Sentinel-Record


Convicted 
felon allegedly 
assaults mother, 
makes threats


COLBIE WESTFALL
The Sentinel-Record


A local man who received a 22-year suspended 
sentence last year for a series of thefts from a jewel-
ry store’s customers was taken into custody Thurs-
day for allegedly threatening to kill his sister and 
mother, and for assaulting his mother last month.


Adam Lee Furo, 38, was taken into custody by 
Hot Springs police at approximately 10 a.m. Thurs-
day at 220 Cooper St. and charged with felony 
counts of first-degree domestic battery, punishable 
by up to 20 years in prison, and two counts of 
first-degree terroristic threatening, punishable by up 


LINDSEY WELLS
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


OPENING DAY: Horses run past the finish line after breaking the gate in the sixth race on opening day of the live 
race meet Friday at Oaklawn Park, which kicked off with sunny weather and temperatures in the 60s.


After last year’s icy temperatures 
ultimately resulted in the cancellation 
of the opening day of the 2015 live race 
meet at Oaklawn Park, race officials and 
fans alike were thankful for the sun and 
the 60-degree weather on Friday for this 
year’s opening day.


“In my opinion, this is the best open-
ing day I’ve had in the six years I’ve 
been here,” said Jennifer Hoyt, media 
relations manager. “The weather could 
not have been more perfect, and that’s 
really key. In our business, bad weather 
kills you, so having a nice, sunny day, 
no mistreating, it has been really, really 
great.”


AT THE RACES


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


Whitley Huskey sells programs Friday at Oaklawn Park. The thoroughbred racetrack kicked off its 
2016 live race meet Friday.


Local man 
sentenced 
to 28 years 
for shooting


STEVEN MROSS
The Sentinel-Record


A local man was convicted of felony and 
misdemeanor charges for the 2014 shooting 
of another man and sentenced to 28 years 
in prison Thursday after a two-day trial in 
Garland County Circuit Court.


The eight-woman, four-man jury delib-
erated for one hour and 15 minutes before 
finding Deion Johnson, 22, guilty of felony 
counts of first-degree battery and unlawful 
discharge of a firearm from a vehicle and a 
misdemeanor count of fleeing in a vehicle.
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WASHINGTON — With a new speaker in 
the House and a major budget-and-debt deal 
completed, lawmakers hope they are entering a 
welcome period of calm — even boredom — on 
Capitol Hill.


“I hope it means that there will be more 
bipartisan cooperation,” said Sen. Bob Casey, 
D-Pa., “that we won’t have the brinksmanship, 
and the cliffs, and the drama, and the uncer-
tainty.”


But some things haven’t changed.
The three dozen or so conservative hard-lin-


ers in the House who pushed out former Speak-
er John Boehner, R-Ohio, haven’t gone any-
where. Even though most of them ended up 


supporting newly elected Speaker Paul Ryan, 
R-Wis., they served notice that they will be 
watching closely to make sure he delivers on 
promises of a more inclusive legislative process.


And the budget-and-debt deal approved 
by Congress this past week does not take all 
fiscal clashes off the table. It raises the govern-
ment’s borrowing limit through March of 2017, 
forestalling a market-rupturing default in early 
November and putting off future debt ceiling 
debates until there’s a new president. It also sets 
federal budget levels for 2016 and 2017, commit-
ting lawmakers to bottom-line spending levels 
for the next two years.


But members of Congress still must fill in 
the details for each of those budget years, and 


Updated enrollment numbers from the Arkansas Depart-
ment of Education indicate Fountain Lake and Lakeside grew 
the most of area school districts for the 2015-16 school year.


The official enrollment count for Fountain Lake shows the 
school district grew by 51 students, from 1,306 to 1,357. The 
nearly 3.8-percent increase was the largest percentage growth 
in the area. The current school year is the fifth straight in 
which the district has seen its enrollment increase.


Lakeside grew by the most overall in the area with an in-
crease of 72 students, from 3,319 to 3,391. This school year also 
marks the fifth straight of growth for Lakeside.


Enrollment decreased for every other district in Garland 
County.


The sharpest decrease, according to the official numbers, 
occurred in the Mountain Pine School District, which dropped 


Interim City Manager Bill Burrough 
said Friday he doesn’t believe there 
is any type of conspiracy or lobbying 


taking place against Lake Ouachita as a 
future water source for the municipal 
water system, as County Judge Rick 
Davis speculated in a recent memo sent 
to state and local officials.


Davis said in the memo that he is 
being asked if Central Arkansas Water, 
which sold the city the storage rights 
to 20 million gallons of water a day in 
DeGray Lake, has the goal of achieving 


economy of scale in developing their 
Lake DeGray future water source by 
spreading costs over the largest feasible 
base of ratepayers.
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FALL BACK
Did you remember to set 


your clocks back one hour?


Judge frustrated by water study setback
DAVID SHOWERS


The Sentinel-Record
Political intrigue County 


Judge Rick Davis alluded to in 
correspondence concerning the 
recent setback to the city’s ef-
fort to secure a water allocation 
from Lake Ouachita was borne 
out of frustration and not fact, 
Davis said Friday.


City: ‘No conspiracy’ against Lake Ouachita water
DON THOMASON


The Sentinel-Record
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WET ZOMBIES


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


Eddie Mollette (9) races up a hill during the United Way of Garland County’s Zombie Run on Saturday at Cedar Glades Park. Prizes were 
awarded for first, second and third place in Zombie Female, Zombie Male, Human Female and Human Male.


Fountain Lake, 
Lakeside grow 
most in county


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record


FALL FUN


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


Courttenay Wise, 
right, paints a 


design on Aus-
tin Gould, 10, 


during the Fall 
Extravaganza: 
A Gateway to 


Fellowship, 
Fun and Food 


event Saturday 
at Webb Com-


munity Center. 
Other activities 


included a punt, 
kick and pass 


competition, best 
costume awards 


for adults and 
children, three-


on-three basket-
ball, community 


information 
and free health 


screenings.


Request 
renewed 
for bailiff 
pay raise


DAVID SHOWERS
The Sentinel-Record


The Garland County Quorum 
Court’s Finance Committee tabled 
Division 1 Circuit Judge John Homer 
Wright’s renewed request to include 
his bailiff in the pay increase county 
law enforcement personnel received 
this year pending an opinion by the 
county attorney.


The Human Resources Committee 
denied the initial request in May after 
a job description listing responsibili-
ties outside the scope of courtroom 
security wasn’t included in Wright’s 
pay raise proposal. The Finance Com-
mittee told Wright Monday night that 
the bailiff isn’t a sheriff’s department 
employee entitled to the step increase 
uniformed law enforcement received 
this year.


Bailiffs are commissioned through 


Officials search for 
cause of plane crash 
over Egypt’s Sinai


BRIAN ROHAN AND HAMZA HENDAWI
The Associated Press


SHARM EL-SHEIKH, Egypt — A Russian passenger airliner crashed 
Saturday in a remote mountainous part Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula 23 minutes 
after taking off from a popular Red Sea resort, killing all 224 people on 
board, including 25 children.


The cause of the crash was not known, but two major European airlines 
announced they would stop flying over the area for safety reasons after a lo-
cal affiliate of the extremist Islamic State group claimed it “brought down” 
the aircraft. Russia’s transport minister dismissed that claim as not credible.


Almost everyone on board the Airbus-A321-200 operated by the Mos-
cow-based Metrojet airline was Russian; Ukraine said four of its citizens 
were passengers. Russian officials did not give a specific breakdown of the 
217 passengers’ ages and genders, but said 25 were children. There were 
seven crew members.


A civil aviation ministry statement said the plane’s wreckage was found 
in the Hassana area some 70 kilometers (44 miles) south of the city of 
el-Arish, in the general area of northern Sinai where Egyptian security forc-


Lawmakers hope for calm 
after storm in Congress


ERICA WERNER
The Associated Press
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RETURN TO SENDER


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


Marion’s Annalee Parker returns against Greenwood in the Class 6A volleyball 
championship at Bank of the Ozarks Arena. Marion won 3-0 in one of five state 
finals at Bank of the Ozarks Arena. See related story on Page 4B.
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FOUNTAIN LAKE — Students 
in the first semester of a new course 
at Fountain Lake Charter High 
School have been recognized and 
heralded by an international leader 
in “product life cycle management” 
software.


Fountain Lake is the only school 
in Arkansas to offer its new Integrat-
ed Production Technology course 
through the Southern Regional Ed-
ucation Board. Most of the schools 
to implement the new course are 
located in Kentucky.


The class is instructed by Toby 
Craver, the school’s project-based 
learning facilitator. Craver is in his 


second year at Fountain Lake and 
19th overall in education.


Seniors in the class are Kyle 
Crowder, Brittany Paris and Aaron 
Robinson. Juniors in the class are 
Jesus Avila, Hayden Beckwith, Mark 
Burfiend, Youman Caldwell, Blake 
Enloe, Christian Graves and Chris 
Stillian.


Students’ work with Solid Edge, 
a computer-aided design software, 
will be highlighted by the program’s 
developer, Siemens PLM Software.


Siemens recently featured a pro-
file of the class as a whole. The 
company was initially intrigued by 
the students’ work with Solid Edge 
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Jury out but a few minutes 


to reach determination in case
Ivy, while working county roads, 


had struck man with a shovel who picked 
a quarrel with him and victim died later
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Park Service 
seeks third 
extension 
on contract


BETH BRIGHT-REED
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


MOVING MERCHANDISE: Hot Springs Mountain Tower employee Nickki Williams, left, sells tower tokens 
to Matt and Katrina McQuay, both of Fayetteville, on Thursday. The National Park Service made a request 
this week for the third extension of its concessions contract with the Hot Springs Advertising and Promotion 
Commission.


The National Park Service, in hopes of awarding 
a new concessions contract in early 2016, wants to 
extend its current agreement with the Hot Springs 
Advertising and Promotion Commission for the 
third year in a row.


The ad commission’s contract expired in De-
cember 2013. It was extended for the first time for a 
period not to exceed Dec. 31, 2014, and for a second 
time for a period not to exceed Dec. 31, 2015.


In a Dec. 3 letter to the commission, the Park 
Service’s Midwest Regional Office said it had “de-


Area man 
charged 
in fatal 
accident


COLBIE WESTFALL
The Sentinel-Record


A Garland County man was 
charged Wednesday with negligent 
homicide in connection with a fatal 
head-on collision that caused the 
death of a Glenwood man on High-
way 70 west in the early morning 
hours of Jan. 5.


Cody Lamar Hall, 21, who lists a 
Morphew Road address, was taken 
into custody at 5:55 p.m. Wednes-
day at a Clubhouse Circle residence 


BUSY BEES


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


A bee takes pollen from a flowering wild plum located on the King Expressway just east of Central Avenue on 
Tuesday. Despite chilly temps on Thursday, it has been a mild December so far in many parts of the country, 
including Arkansas, the National Weather Service says. Expect a high near 48 today.


CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


The Hot Springs Baptist Church choir and orchestra, under the direction of the Rev. Bart Morrison, performed Wednesday 
night in Anthony Chapel at Garvan Woodland Gardens. The worship service included familiar Christmas tunes such as “Joy 
to the World” and featured soloists and a duet.


Oaklawn 
sets up 
for 2016 
live meet


BETH BRIGHT-REED
The Sentinel-Record


Oaklawn Park is gearing up for 
an exciting live race meet in 2016 
with increased purses and new pro-
motional events.


The 2016 live racing season be-
gins Jan. 16 and runs through April 
16 on a Thursday through Sunday 
basis. There will also be racing on 
two holiday Mondays — Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day and Presidents 
Day — as well as the first two 
Wednesdays in April.


The traditional 50-cent corned 
beef sandwiches and 10-cent soft 
drinks return Jan. 16 and Oaklawn 
honors 2015 Triple Crown winner 
American Pharoah with a special 
bobblehorse giveaway on Jan. 18.


American Pharoah won Oak-
lawn’s Rebel Stakes and Arkansas 


State police saturates Highway 70 east
COLBIE WESTFALL


The Sentinel-Record
Two separate speed satu-


ration patrols Wednesday on 
Highway 70 east resulted in doz-


ens of motorists being cited for 
speeding and other violations, 
and the stepped-up enforcement 
effort will continue, Arkansas 
State Police said Thursday.


Collectively, more than 250 
contacts were made along the 
patrol route from the King Ex-
pressway to Interstate 30. Of 
the 250 contacts, 119 citations 


were issued for speeding and 
33 for various hazardous and 
nonhazardous violations, said 
Bill Sadler, public information 
officer for Arkansas State Po-


lice in Little Rock.
State troopers conducted 


traffic stops on drivers who 
exhibited improper passing, 
speeding, reckless driving, pass-


ing on a double yellow line and 
other hazardous driving mea-
surements.


“Due to numerous com-
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ACCIDENT, PAGE 11ATOWER, PAGE 11A


OAKLAWN, PAGE 3A


Legislator 
claims state 
filed tax 
lien in error


DAVID SHOWERS
The Sentinel-Record


State Rep. Mickey Gates, R-District 22, said 
earlier this week that he was unaware of the lien 
for 2013 withholding wage taxes filed with the 
Garland County circuit clerk in September 2014, 
explaining that a contract human resources ser-
vice processes his company’s payroll.


The Department of Finance and Adminis-
tration issued the $22,678 lien on Aug. 28, 2014. 
Department spokesman Jake Bleed said the Ar-
kansas Tax Procedure Act prohibited him from 
addressing the matter directly but noted that 
wage withholding liens are generally imposed 
against employers who don’t hold back state 
taxes from employee paychecks.


Gates, the former chairman of the Garland 
County Quorum Court’s Finance Committee, 
said Wednesday that he contracts Southern Per-
sonnel Management Inc. to process his compa-
ny’s payroll. An SPMI representative confirmed 
that The Stonebridge Collection Inc., of which 
Gates is the president, has been an SPMI client 


LIEN, PAGE 4A


Fountain Lake CHS 
students spotlighted 
by software developer


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record
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Buyer of guns used in massacre charged with terrorism count
BUDGETBUDGET
POLITICS  PAGE 5A
House OKs tax-cut package, fi rst leg of year-end budget deal












The Hot Springs Board of Directors 
will consider a resolution Tuesday 
night to condemn the Majestic Hotel 
properties and repeal an ordinance 


awarding a bid for improvements at 
the Lake Ouachita Water Treatment 
Plant, then re-award the bid to include 
fluoride equipment.


The board will meet at 7 p.m. in 
City Hall, 133 Convention Blvd.


Bart Jones, the Hot Springs Plan-
ning Department code administrator, 
recommends condemning the Majes-
tic’s “red brick building,” along with 
the Lanai Towers Building, which he 
says in a board action request form are 


“open, vacant, and structurally deteri-
orated.”


Jones said if the city eventually re-
moves the buildings, all costs associ-
ated with their removal will be billed 
to the owner and a lien will be levied 


against the property.
If the board approves the resolution, 


the owner of the property will have 30 
days to secure a demolition or rehabil-
itation permit and begin work.
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Board to consider condemnation of Majestic
DON THOMASON


The Sentinel-Record


FESTIVAL OF TREES


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


Aspen Thornton, 11, looks over bids on Christmas trees during Safe Haven Shelter for Women and Chil-
dren’s fourth annual Festival of Trees on Saturday at the First United Methodist Church Christian Life 
Center. Decorated Christmas trees of all sizes, along with holiday wreaths and gifts, were on display and 
for silent auction to raise money for the shelter. The trees and wreaths were produced by area businesses, 
organizations and individuals.


SUN SET


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


Arkansas Tech’s Sierra Nighswonger hits the ball as team-
mate Katie Huff (11) looks on during the Great American 
Conference championship game against Southern Naza-
rene on Saturday at Bank of the Ozarks. The Golden Suns 
had to survive a five-set thriller to repeat as champions 
in the event’s second year in the Spa City.


Oaklawn, Park named as ‘Achieving’ schools
JAY BELL


The Sentinel-Record
Two Hot Springs elementary mag-


nets were among the small minority 
of Arkansas schools to be labeled as 


“Achieving” in the criticized annual 
proficiency results that are based on 
standardized test scores.


Oaklawn Visual and Performing 
Arts Magnet School and Park Magnet, 


A PYP World School, were the only 
two schools in the area to be listed 
among “Achieving” schools.


The 2014 results from the Arkansas 
Department of Education show that 


877 schools are identified in the “Needs 
Improvement” category. Many schools 
continue to show improvement, but 
did not meet their Annual Measurable 
Objectives for the year. The “Needs Im-


provement” category includes 37 “Pri-
ority” schools and 85 “Focus” schools.


Lakeside Superintendent Shawn 
Cook and Assistant Superintendent 


SCHOOLS, PAGE 3A


A star is born as third-grade student 
Madison Matthews performs the role 
of Dorothy Gale in “The Wizard of Oz” 
young performers’ edition at Oaklawn 


Visual and Performing Arts Magnet 
School.


During the course of the production, 
with music and lyrics from the MGM 
motion picture score by Harold Arlen 
and E.Y. Harburg, about 580 students 


will be showcased at 9 a.m. and at 6 
p.m. on Tuesday and Thursday. There 
is no admission charge, and the public 
is welcome to attend.


“We have 29 people in our main cast 


No place like Oaklawn Magnet
ALISON B. HARBOUR


The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


OVER THE RAINBOW: Oaklawn Visual and Performing Arts Magnet School students Keyarra Brewer, as Toto, front left, 
Zachary Horne, as the scarecrow, Madison Matthews, as Dorothy, Joshua Smith, as the lion, and Zephyr Smith, as the tin 
man, rehearse the school’s annual musical “The Wizard of Oz” young performers’ edition on Friday.


Students to put on performance of ‘The Wizard of Oz’


OZ, PAGE 3A


Clashes 
await 
Obama 
after trip


JULIE PACE
The Associated Press


BRISBANE, Australia — After 
a productive trip abroad, Presi-
dent Barack Obama headed home 
Sunday on a collision course with 
Republicans on immigration and 
an oil pipeline project, showdowns 
that threaten prospects for cooper-
ation over his remaining two years 
in office.


The contentious immigration 
debate could mean a year-end fight 
over keeping the government run-
ning, if some GOP lawmakers get 
their way.


On the foreign policy front, 
there is a Nov. 24 deadline in nu-


BOARD, PAGE 2A


BEIRUT — The Islamic State 
group released a video Sunday of 
a masked militant standing over a 
severed head it claimed was Peter 
Kassig, a former U.S. Army Ranger-
turned-aid worker who was taken 
hostage while delivering relief sup-
plies to Syrians caught in that coun-
try’s brutal civil war.


Hours later, the White House 
confirmed Kassig’s death after a re-
view of the video, which also showed 
the mass beheadings of a dozen Syr-
ian soldiers.


The 26-year-old Kassig, who re-
turned to the Middle East to help 
wounded and displaced Syrians, 
“was taken from us in an act of pure 
evil by a terrorist group that the 
world rightly associates with inhu-
manity,” President Barack Obama 
said in a statement.


He denounced the extremist 
group, which he said “revels in the 
slaughter of innocents, including 
Muslims, and is bent only on sowing 
death and destruction.”


With Kassig’s death, the Islamic 
State group has killed five Western-
ers it was holding. American jour-
nalists James Foley and Steven Sot-
loff were beheaded, as were British 
aid workers David Haines and Alan 
Henning.


Unlike previous videos of slain 
Western hostages, the footage re-
leased Sunday did not show the de-
capitation of Kassig or the moments 
leading up to his death.


“This is Peter Edward Kassig, a 
U.S. citizen … who fought against the 
Muslims in Iraq,” said the black-clad 
militant, who spoke with a British ac-
cent that was distorted in the video, 


apparently to disguise his identity. 
Previous videos featured a militant 
with a British accent that the FBI 
says it has identified, though it hasn’t 
named him publicly.


The slain hostage’s parents, Ed 
and Paula Kassig, said they were 
“heartbroken” by their son’s killing, 
but “incredibly proud” of his hu-
manitarian work. Kassig “lost his 
life as a result of his love for the 
Syrian people and his desire to ease 
their suffering,” the parents said in a 
statement from Indianapolis.


The footage released Sunday 
identifies the militants’ location as 
Dabiq, a town in northern Syria that 
the Islamic State group uses as the ti-
tle of its English-language propagan-
da magazine and where they believe 
an apocalyptic battle between Mus-
lims and their enemies will occur.


The high-definition video also 
showed the beheadings of about a 
dozen men identified as Syrian mil-
itary officers and pilots, all dressed 
in blue jumpsuits. The black-clad 
militant warns that U.S. soldiers will 
meet a similar fate.


“We say to you, Obama: You 
claim to have withdrawn from Iraq 
four years ago,” the militant said. 
“Here you are: You have not with-
drawn. Rather, you hid some of your 
forces behind your proxies.” A U.S.-
led coalition is targeting the Islamic 
State group in airstrikes, supporting 
Western-backed Syrian rebels, Kurd-
ish fighters and the Iraqi military.


Kassig, who served in the U.S. 
Army’s 75th Ranger Regiment, a spe-
cial operations unit, deployed to Iraq 
in 2007. After being medically dis-
charged, he returned to the Middle 
East in 2012 and formed an aid or-


Islamic State kills 
US aid worker


DIAA HADID
The Associated Press
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Arkansas State Highway and Transportation 
Department data shows extending the King Ex-
pressway north to the junction of highways 5 and 
7 would reduce traffic counts at the northern 
approach to Central Avenue by 4,000 vehicles a 
day in 2034.


An average daily traffic count of 16,000 vehicles 
is projected at the intersection of Highway 7 and 
Whittington Avenue by 2034 if the expressway isn’t 
extended. An extension routing Hot Springs Vil-
lage area traffic west of downtown would reduce 
the average to 12,000.


The traffic count at the junction of highways 
5 and 7 is projected at 11,000 by 2034 without an 
extension and 4,500 with one. According to 2014 
data, the traffic count at Highway 7 and Whitting-
ton Avenue is 15,000, and 9,000 at the junction of 
highways 5 and 7.


SUNDAY
June 12, 2016


Four sections,
34 pages 


Number 164, Volume 139
$1.25


www.hotspringssr.com


P u b l i s h e d  d a i l y  i n  H o t  S p r i n g s  N a t i o n a l  P a r k ,  A r k a n s a s ,  s i n c e  1 8 7 7


Arts, etc. 2C
Classified 1-6D
Sports 1-5B
FYI 2A
Lifestyles 5-8C


Obituaries 6-7B
Viewpoints 8-9B
School News 7-9A
Politics Today 10A
Statistics 10B


W e a t h e r
MONDAY: 


HIGH 89˚ LOW 73˚
TUESDAY:


HIGH 89˚ LOW 75˚


SCATTERED STORMS. 
HIGHS IN THE HIGH 
80S. LOWS IN THE 
LOW 70S.
SUNRISE: 5:59 A.M.
SUNSET: 8:25 P.M.


MORE ON PAGE 2A


H e a d l i n e s  f r o m  1 9 1 6


Excitement over ghost presence
Southern portion of city reports 


strange presence about many
Several people in vicinity of Fifth Street, Tweedletown and 
Frog Hollow report visitation during day (figure described 


as tall and gaunt with red eyes dressed all in white)


I n d e x


• 300 Spring St. Hot Springs, AR 71901 • To subscribe call 501-623-2510 or to place an advertisement, call 501-623-7711 or 501-922-0979 in Hot Springs Village •


Extension 
may help 
with traffic
downtown


DAVID SHOWERS
The Sentinel-Record


Junior Stormers 
open new doors


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


LIONS BOUND: Fountain Lake graduate Sean McNeely practices with the Junior Stormers rugby team Thursday at Jessieville. 
McNeely only played rugby for one season, but recently received a scholarship to play in college for Lindenwood, one of the most 
prestigious rugby programs in the country.


Rugby has become the fast-
est-growing team sport in the 
country, and its allure has become 
especially appealing to young ath-
letes in the region around Hot 
Springs and Little Rock.


The Little Rock Junior Storm-
ers are the state’s high school-lev-
el competitive team. They operate 
under the banner of the Stormers, 
the senior competitive team of 
the Little Rock Rugby Club, which 
was founded in 1974.


Ruben de Haas, a rising senior 
at Jessieville and the team captain 
for the Junior Stormers, began 
playing rugby for a team in Okla-
homa because Arkansas did not 
yet have a team. His family moved 
to Jessieville from South Africa 
when he was in fifth grade.


His father, Pieter de Haas, 
played professional rugby in South 
Africa for the Cheetahs and the 
Lions. He helped found the Junior 
Stormers and remains the team’s 
coach.


Coach de Haas has thanked 
the Jessieville School District for 
allowing the team to use the foot-
ball field and its facilities. The 
team regularly practices at night 
and uses the lights to work into 
the evening.


The coach said Jessieville was 
chosen to host the area practices 
because more students around 
Jessieville have chosen to par-
ticipate than any other area. The 
Stormers draw players from Foun-
tain Lake, Hot Springs, Bismarck 
and various schools in Little Rock.


“It has to be said that Ruben, 
as well as our family, consider his 
biggest accolade to be the fact that 
he has influenced and introduced 
so many of his fellow school 
mates to the game of rugby,” Piet-
er de Haas said. “So much so that 


EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the first of 
two articles about the opportunities 
provided by the Little Rock Junior 
Stormers, the area youth rugby club 
for students 15 and older. The team 
will play its last tournament of the 
season this week in Charlotte, N.C.


Transgender 
debate rhetoric 
questioned


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record


EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the fourth installment in a series 
concerning the ongoing debate about transgender 
rights, particularly the current issue of restroom use. The 
Sentinel-Record met with two transgender students in the 
community about their backgrounds and how the public 
debate affects them.


OMP campers 
work to assist 
community


COLBIE MCCLOUD
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


HELPING OUT: Alyssa Lisowski, of Rogers, left, and Jenn Grady, of Lonoke, along with 
others from the Ozark Mission Project, build a ramp for a family on Owl Creek Cutoff.


Youths and adults from across the state traveled to 
Hot Springs as Ozark Mission Project campers this week, 
lending a helping hand with approximately 35 projects in 
the Garland County area.


“It is amazing that young people from across the 
United States want to come to our state to help families,” 
said OMP Executive Director Bailey Faulkner. “Watching 
youths give up a week of their summer to help others is 
really inspiring.”


The 67 campers from Rogers, Lonoke, North Little 
Rock, Little Rock and Texarkana built decks and wheel-
chair ramps for those in need through the OMP. First 
United Methodist Church hosted the youths for projects 
that began Monday and will continue until Saturday.


OMP is a nonprofit mission sponsored by Gross Fu-
neral Home that is in its 30th year and has been a fixture 
in Garland County for six years.


“The youths have a choice to come and they choose to 
come help others when they could be on vacation,” Justin 
Nicklas, general manager of Gross Funeral Home, said. 
“Our neighbors minister to us just as we do for them.”


A family from Oklahoma that lost everything 


The response to President Barack Obama’s re-
stroom directive for public schools and the current 
questions about transgender rights have caused con-
cern and added caution for transgender Americans 
and those closest to them.


Obama and his administration issued a guidance 
in May for public schools to allow transgender stu-
dents to use the restrooms matching their gender 
identities. The guidance was backed by Attorney 
General Loretta Lynch, the U.S. Department of Ed-
ucation and the Department of Justice with associa-
tions to Title XI, which says schools receiving federal 
funds may not discriminate based on a student’s sex. 
Federal officials believe the law prevents schools 
from discrimination based on the gender identities 
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Authorities 
chase errant 
black bear


MARA KUHN
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


BEAR NECESSITY: Law enforcement officers attempt to corral a juvenile male black bear on Saturday 
in a residential area on Woodstock Drive, in the Thornton Ferry Road area. BEAR, PAGE 4A


A juvenile black bear led law enforcement 
officers on a chase through a residential 
neighborhood near Lake Hamilton on Sat-
urday.


No damages or injuries were reported, 
and law enforcement officers were able to 
monitor the bear after he climbed a tree 
in the 100 block of Woodstock Drive in the 
Thornton Ferry Road area.


The bear was spotted by residents of 
the area around 11 a.m. The Garland County 
Sheriff’s Department, Arkansas State Police, 
and the Arkansas Game and Fish Commis-
sion responded to the scene. LifeNet was 
placed on standby, but was not needed.


Late Saturday afternoon, game and fish 
officers were waiting for the bear to come 
down to a lower level of the tree before tran-
quilizing and relocating him. Because of the 
location of the tree, officials were not able 
to get safety equipment, such as a firetruck, 
close enough to bring the bear down safely, 
or catch the bear if he fell out of the tree after 
being tranquilized, said Jake Whisenhunt, 
AGFC wildlife biologist.
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The two candidates vying for Garland 
County treasurer are polarized by duel-
ing notions on the office’s proper scope.


Republican and two-term incumbent 
Tim Stockdale maintains it should func-
tion as prescribed by the state Constitu-
tion, serving as a clearinghouse for the 


approximately $500 million it processes 
each year. Mark A. Toth, his Democratic 
opponent, said treasurers’ custodianship 
of county finances obliges them to scru-
tinize other departments’ expenditures.


The treasurer draws an annual salary 
of $63,865, oversees two employees and 
a budget of more than $200,000. A 2-per-
cent commission charged on all transac-


tions except those involving grants and 
school district money fully reimburses 
the county general fund for its operating 
expenses.


“It can be narrowly defined simply 
as writing the checks and keeping the 
account records,” said Toth, a former 
staff accountant for a CPA firm who 
currently runs a personal and business 


accounting service, and, according to his 
campaign literature, was prompted by 
quorum court members to run. “I believe 
the treasurer has an added responsibility, 
because he sees every check written, ev-
ery dollar that goes out the door, he can 
speak up when he thinks there’s wasteful 
spending or imprudent financial deci-


Two of the state’s guberna-
torial candidates said Thursday 
that they would “stand up” to 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency and oppose the feder-
al government’s overreaching 
rules and regulations.


“Eight years ago, if I’d talked 
about overreaching regulations, 
no one would have known what 
I was talking about, but today, 
the EPA comes to mind,” Repub-
lican candidate Asa Hutchinson 
said while addressing a morning 
session of the Arkansas Environ-
mental Federation’s 47th Annual 
Convention at the Hot Springs 
Convention Center.


“What comes to mind, if you 


believe in the Second Amend-
ment, is the president want-
ing to regulate firearms. What 
comes to mind when it comes 
to health care is the Affordable 
Care Act and the overreach of 
the federal government. Peo-
ple understand the reach of the 
federal government into our ev-
eryday lives, so it’s up to the 
states — not in an overly con-
tentious way, but in a leadership 
way — to say ‘back off, federal 
government, we want to be able 
to manage our affairs,’ or ‘you’re 
hurting our state in what you 
are planning to do,’” Hutchin-
son said.


“I will stand up to the EPA 


Hot Springs Middle School 
hosted a reception Tuesday af-
ternoon to show gratitude to the 
Thea Foundation and two local 
women for their donation of 
$3,500 worth of dance shoes and 
attire for students in grades 7-12.


The Thea Foundation, Robyn 
Horn and Dorothy Morris do-
nated the supplies to the dance 
programs at the middle school 


and Hot Springs High School. 
Amy Bramlett, the dance teach-
er at both schools, is a Hot 
Springs graduate and a past re-
cipient of a scholarship from the 
foundation.


Paul Leopoulos, founder of 
the Thea Foundation, attended 
Tuesday’s reception, but Horn 
and Morris were unable to be 
present. Dance students from 
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HSSD thanks Thea 
Foundation for gift


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


FLASH DANCE: Eighth-grade dance students at Hot Springs Middle School perform during a surprise Halloween show for their 
classmates Thursday. Seventh-graders in the dance program performed in a separate show for their classmates. Amy Bramlett’s dance
classes prepared a special Halloween routine to songs such as “Disturbia,” “The Monster” and “Thriller.”


Gubernatorial 
hopefuls would 
‘stand up’ to EPA


DON THOMASON
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATE: Mike Ross, Democratic candidate 
for governor, told the Arkansas Environmental Federation Conven-
tion Thursday that he would strive to make the availability of pre-K 
education a priority if elected Tuesday.
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REPUBLICAN CANDIDATE: Republican gubernatorial candidate 
Asa Hutchinson told the Arkansas Environmental Federation Con-
vention Thursday morning that he would stand up to the Environ-
mental Protection Agency and overreaching federal government 
rules and regulations.


Music festival board 
appoints new director


ALISON B. HARBOUR
The Sentinel-Record


Hot Springs District 1 Direc-
tor Suzanne Davidson has been 
named executive director of the 
Hot Springs Music Festival.


The music festival’s board 
of directors announced her ap-
pointment at a festive fundraising 
event hosted by Dorothy Morris 
on Thursday evening at Gallery 
Central, to help kick off a celebra-
tion of the 20th anniversary of the 
music festival in 2015.


“The Hot Springs Music Fes-
tival board is delighted to wel-
come Suzanne Davidson as the 
new executive director and she 
will be taking over the duties of 
overseeing the preparation for the 
festival,” Lynn Payette, chorus di-
rector of the HSMF, told The Sen-
tinel-Record.


Davidson will serve in the posi-
tion Marcy Mermel held.


“Marcy is pursuing other in-
terests and we are thrilled that 
Suzanne is willing to collaborate 
with us,” Payette said.


As the representative for Dis-
trict 1 on the Hot Springs Board 
of Directors, Davidson is one of 
the major supporters of the recent 
efforts to revitalize the downtown 
and encourage its economic devel-
opment, a news release said.


She has also just been appoint-
ed to a second four-year volunteer 
term on the Arkansas Arts Council 
by Gov. Mike Beebe, it said.


She is a working artist and 
is a board member of the Hot 
Springs Cultural Alliance, which 
organized a tour of artist studios 
in Hot Springs, and is now working 
toward the 2015 Arts & the Park 
Festival, including the Hot Springs 
Music Festival and Chorus.


She is a member of Park Ave-
nue Community Association, the 
Gateway Community Association 
and the Whittington Valley Neigh-
borhood Association.


She began her professional ca-
reer as an art teacher.


At her first music festival board 
meeting held Wednesday evening, 
Davidson thanked the board mem-
bers for their confidence in her.


“We had Laura (Rosenberg, 
founder) on the phone and another 
board member who is in Michigan. 
I had no idea of the breadth of 
support here in Hot Springs for the 
music festival. Everybody loves it 
and wants to see it continue and 
would like to see it grow. I am very 
excited in being involved in a mu-
sic organization again and being 
around musicians,” Davidson said.


HOUSE FIRE
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The Hot Springs Fire Department fought a fire in the back of a home 
at 307 Congress on Thursday. Flames were showing on the north-
west corner of the home when firefighters arrived at 9:12 a.m., but 
they were able to confine the fire to a bedroom. Eleven firefighters 
and five administrators were on hand to fight the fire. The home 
is owned by Charles Edwards. The resident, Michelle Riley, who 
was not at home at the time, received assistance from the Garland 
County Chapter of the American Red Cross. The cause of the fire is 
under investigation.


Suspects held 
for allegedly
robbing, beating 
homeless man


STEVEN MROSS
The Sentinel-Record


Hot Springs police arrested two suspects Wednesday 
in connection with the robbery of a homeless man last 
week who was allegedly beaten with a baseball bat.


Andrew Lamont Millsap, 29, who lists an address 
of 111 Leonard St., Apt. 4, and Tyshawn 
Dewond Anderson, 23, who lists an 
address of 216 Wood St., were both 
charged with aggravated robbery, a fel-
ony punishable by up to life in prison.


According to the affidavit, on Oct. 
22, shortly after 7:30 p.m., HSPD of-
ficers responded to the 400 block of 
Broadway Avenue regarding a battery 
and upon arrival made contact with the 
victim, 52, who stated two black males 
he knew as “Drew” and “Tashion” had 
just beaten him up with a baseball bat.


The officers noted the victim had 
numerous injuries to his face and head 
including one laceration that required 
stitches.


The next day, detectives were fol-
lowing up with the victim who told 
them he was homeless and that the 
suspects had also stolen his cellphone and gone through 
his pockets following the attack.


Stockdale Toth
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FILLING UP: Rebecca Hiatt, of Camden, left, and Carla Grange, of El Dorado, fill water 
bottles Saturday at the hot spring near the Hot Springs National Park administration 
building. Grange said she was helping Hiatt, who makes regular trips to collect the water.


Some people may think of the Boys 
& Girls Club of Hot Springs as a “ba-
by-sitting service” or “day care,” but its 
new executive director says “We don’t 
appreciate those terms. We do a lot more 
than that.”


Steven Mills, who took over as the 
chief executive officer of the club, lo-
cated at 109 W. Belding St., two months 
ago said Friday that Boys & Girls Clubs 
“always change to meet the needs of the 
community and that’s what we’re doing.”


A native of Branson, Mo., Mills got 
involved with the Boys & Girls Club 
there as a volunteer when he was only 
17, working as a program assistant, teen 
director, ‘tween director and eventually 
as director of operations after a few de-
tours along the way, including six years 
of service in the U.S. Army Reserves, 
with a one-year tour in Afghanistan in 
2010.


He said when he saw they had an 


opening at the club in Hot Springs he 
jumped at it, noting, “We had a great 
leadership team up there, but I felt I was 
ready to move on to something else.”


Mills said Hot Springs appealed to 
him because “it’s such a beautiful area. 
I’m not much of a city person and you’ve 
got a wonderful blend of both here. It’s 
not too industrialized. Everyone talks 
about Hot Springs.”


He said the Hot Springs club “has a 
rich history” having been established in 
1941 making it the third oldest Boys & 
Girls Club in Arkansas. Coming in, he 
noted “they were very focused on sports, 
which is great. But I wanted to also bring 
in an education aspect.”


The club now offers a 10-week edu-
cational curriculum to coincide with the 
youths’ regular school day, but stressed 
the emphasis is on having fun. “I don’t 
want the child to feel like they’re sitting 
in a classroom here.”


KABUL, Afghanistan — Political 
uncertainty inside the Taliban has cast 
doubt on the prospects for an end to 
the war in Afghanistan. On Saturday 


the Taliban’s controversial new lead-
er vowed to continue fighting while 
urging unity among his followers in 
a message aimed at preventing a split 
in the group between those who want 
peace and those who still believe they 
can win.


An audio message purportedly from 
newly elected Taliban leader Mullah 
Akhtar Mohammad Mansoor came 
as cracks in the Taliban’s previously 
united front widened, two days after 
the group confirmed an Afghan gov-
ernment report that reclusive longtime 


leader, Mullah Mohammad Omar, had 
died. The 30-minute speech attributed 
to Mansoor was emailed to The Associ-
ated Press by the Taliban’s spokesman. 
It could not be independently verified.


In it, the man purported to be Man-
soor seemed to be carefully parsing 


his words to calm internal dissent and 
solidify his political base inside the 
Taliban, urging his fighters to remain 
unified and continue the jihad, or holy 
war, to establish an Islamic state in Af-
ghanistan. He did not endorse or reject 


Hot Springs tourism continues to grow, and the city 
remains Arkansas’ No. 1 leisure-tourism destination, 
according to a new economic impact study.


The study, completed in July by inVeritas Research 
and Consulting — a national public affairs firm, spe-
cializing in management consulting, strategic commu-
nications, advocacy and research — determined that 
2.7 million people visited the city in 2014, and spent 
$686 million.


This spending helped to directly sustain 7,142 jobs 
in Garland County, according to the study.


“We do this every year as a snapshot of what we’re 
doing and what works,” said Steve Arrison, CEO of Vis-
it Hot Springs. “I think it shows our tourism economy 
is healthy, and that’s not just in the city but in Garland 
County, as well.”


According to Arrison, the findings reinforce the 
fact that Hot Springs is the destination in Arkansas 
for leisure.


“We aren’t the business tourism destinations that 
Little Rock or Bentonville are,” he said. “The only 
other destination that compares in our state would be 
Eureka Springs, and this just reinforces everything we 
already knew.”


Arrison noted visitor expenditures have increased 
22.5 percent since 2010, and that spending underpins 
a significant portion of the economy in the city and 
the county.


Travelers generated more than $14 million in local 
tax revenue, and those dollars help fund jobs, firefight-
ers, police officers, teachers and infrastructure, he said.


The inVeritas study found that travel expenditures 
in Garland County increased from $560 million in 
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NEW DIRECTION: Steven Mills, front left, the new executive director of the Boys & Girls Club of Hot Springs, was 
recently joined at the club at 109 W. Belding St. by just a handful of the many children taking advantage of its programs 
and fun activities. Mills said he plans to bring in an educational aspect to the club, in addition to sports.


Boys & Girls Club 
‘Much more than a baby-sitting service’


Champion’s 
‘vision’ includes 
accreditation, 
Division III


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record


Champion Christian College has set lofty goals for 
the next five years as it shifts into “vision mode” after 
surviving a strategic transition to become more commu-
nity oriented.


College President Eric Capaci hopes Champion can 
reach an enrollment of 300-500 students within five years 
after the college earns full accreditation. He plans to lead 
the development and growth of the college in its current 
location, as well as 10 sports teams that could compete 
in NCAA Division III.


“I feel like that is very doable, very possible and it has 
been done before,” Capaci said. “That is what we have 
in mind. That is why we want to stay right here in the 
heart of Hot Springs and continue to develop community 
relationships.”


Champion, located at 600 Garland Ave. by Gospel 
Light Baptist Church, was founded as Champion Baptist 
College in 2005. Enrollment reached 180 as the college 


CAITLIN LAFARLETTE
The Sentinel-Record
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FAMILY GIFT: Robert Lightfoot received an album of possibly original Bonnie and Clyde 
photographs from his father, who knew W.D. Jones, the driver for the two criminals.


A local man who received an album of possibly 
original Bonnie and Clyde photographs from his 
father, an acquaintance of W.D. Jones, the driver for 
the two criminals, may put it up for bids and donate 
the funds to a worthy cause.


Robert Lightfoot moved to Hot Springs three 
years ago but formerly resided in Texas, where 
Bonnie Parker and Clyde Barrow became famous 
in the 1930s for their string of crimes.


Lightfoot’s father, George, was a police officer in 
Huntsville, Texas. When his father died, all Light-
foot wanted was his badge, gun and the flag from 
the coffin. Before George Lightfoot died, however, 
he also passed along a piece of history to his only 
son.


The album contains possibly original photo-
graphs of Bonnie and Clyde that were gathered 
together by their driver, William Daniel Jones. 


Historic 
photographs
Album may contain original 
Bonnie and Clyde photos


EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the second of two articles about 
Champion Christian College’s transition from a seminary school 
to a college with accredited degree programs for local students.


Economic impact study shows 
tourism continues to grow


BETH BRIGHT
The Sentinel-Record


New Afghan Taliban leader promises to continue insurgency
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AND RAHIM FAIEZ
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Gov. Asa Hutchinson said the president’s 
recent directive about transgender restroom 
use attempted to solve an issue that did not 
need to be addressed by the federal government, 
but local students say their daily restroom in-
teractions can be awkward, inconvenient and 


SUNDAY
June 5, 2016


Four sections,
34 pages 


Number 157, Volume 139
$1.25


www.hotspringssr.com


P u b l i s h e d  d a i l y  i n  H o t  S p r i n g s  N a t i o n a l  P a r k ,  A r k a n s a s ,  s i n c e  1 8 7 7


Arts, etc. 2C
Classified 1-6D
Sports 1-5B
FYI 2A
Lifestyles 5-8C


Obituaries 6-7B
Viewpoints 8-9B
School News 7-10A
Statistics 10B


W e a t h e r
MONDAY: 


HIGH 86˚ LOW 64˚
TUESDAY:


HIGH 88˚ LOW 64˚


SUNNY. HIGHS IN 
THE MID 80S. LOWS 
IN THE LOW 60S.
SUNRISE: 6 A.M.
SUNSET: 8:22 P.M.


MORE ON PAGE 2A


H e a d l i n e s  f r o m  1 9 1 6


Officials named for parade here
(Arkansas) Traveler’s parade planned 


for Arkansas Travelers visit here
Team adopts uniform of all white 


but socks, to be purple hose


I n d e x


• 300 Spring St. Hot Springs, AR 71901 • To subscribe call 501-623-2510 or to place an advertisement, call 501-623-7711 or 501-922-0979 in Hot Springs Village •


Samaritan Ministries to expand men’s shelter


Submitted photo


ARTIST’S RENDERING: An artist’s rendering of the exterior of the new 
Samaritan Ministries of Hot Springs, which is expanding into the former 
Weyland Machine Shop at the corner of Sanford and Valley streets.


STEVEN MROSS
The Sentinel-Record


Samaritan Ministries of Hot Springs 
broke ground earlier this week for a 
major expansion of its shelter services 
for homeless men in Hot Springs.


In 2013, SMHS purchased the former 
Weyland Machine Shop warehouse, 
located next to its main 10,000-square-
foot facility at 131 Sanford St. After de-
veloping architectural plans and raising 
necessary funding, construction began 
Tuesday to expand SMHS’s operations 
into the other building, located at the 
corner of Sanford and Valley streets.


“The building was empty for a num-
ber of years. The owner lost it to the 
bank, Bank of Hot Springs, and we got 
it for a really good deal and started de-
veloping plans for it and raising funds,” 


Charles Laggan, president of the shel-
ter’s board of trustees, said Wednesday.


The expansion, which will incorpo-
rate another 18,000 square feet of prop-
erty, will include a fully equipped wood 
shop to provide job skills training, sev-
en transitional housing apartments for 
graduates of SMHS’s Resident Program, 
additional office space, a large meeting 
room, additional parking, a Market 
Place area to stage donated material, 
and six retail shops to provide income 
to support the operation of the expand-
ed homeless shelter.


Since it is located on Valley Street 
just across from the Hot Springs Green-
way, SMHS said in a news release that 
it will be a “wonderful compliment” 
to the “great work the city is doing 
upgrading the Valley Street corridor.”


“The architectural plans were devel-
oped by Dan Laggan, our oldest son,” 
Charles Laggan said. “Dan and his firm 
Schenkel Shultz Inc. of Orlando, Fla., 
donated all their services to develop 
our plans. That was a very significant 
blessing and major cost saving for us.”


The project will be done in two 
phases. Phase 1, now underway, will re-
place numerous steel components such 
as the roof decking, roof trusses and 
columns, install a new roof and exteri-
or on the east end of the building, add 
parking and landscaping, install all new 
utilities, and fully complete the wood 
shop. The work is being performed by 
Harrison Construction of Hot Springs 
and will cost $575,000.


“The engineering part took longer 


ELISHA MORRISON
The Sentinel-Record
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WATER HAZARD: Members of the Riser Auto Tub team, from left, Clay Shatley, John Ringgold, Matt Barrett, in tub, Evan Dingler, right, and 
Tex Holmes, not visible in back, roll across the finish line to win the Traditional Tub division of the 11th Annual Stueart Pennington Running of 
the Tubs Saturday.


The Battle of the Badges was back on Saturday 
during the 11th annual Stueart Pennington Running 
Of The Tubs along Central Avenue in downtown Hot 
Springs, with a new competitor to join the fray.


The Hot Springs Fire Department, which won 
the battle by default last year because the police de-
partment did not enter the competition, successfully 
defended its title this year.


“It’s always awesome beating the cops,” said Kevin 
Ellsworth, captain of the fire department team, adding 
that the competition is really all in good fun. He also 
complimented the new competitor in the Battle of the 
Badges, the Arkansas Department of Correction — 
Ouachita River Unit Emergency Response Team, and 
said he hoped they entered the race again next year.


Other winners included the following: Modified 
Tub, Hot Springs Police Department Tub No. 1; Tra-
ditional Tub, Riser Auto; Most Original, Arkansas 
Department of Correction; Most Spirit, Ouachita Job 
Corps; and Best Overall, the Arlington.


“It is the most heated rivalry in all of bathtub rac-
ing,” said Steve Arrison, CEO of Visit Hot Springs, the 
sponsor of the race, which also serves as a fundraiser 
for the Downtown Association Christmas Tree Fund.


This year’s Battle of the Badges featured one tub 
from the Hot Springs Fire Department, two from the 
Hot Springs Police Department, and one from the 
Ouachita River Unit. Unlike the rest of the bathtub 
races, the Battle of the Badges is run without stops and 
without interference from the judges, who normally 
enforce an arcane set of rules during the competition.


Other entrants included LakePointe Church, with a 
“Star Wars” themed tub called Galaxy; Ho Ho Ho Hot 
Springs, representing Visit Hot Springs; The Ninja Tub, 
representing Grandmaster Han’s Martial Arts; Jack of 
All Trades, entered by Ouachita Job Corps; Bubbly 
Brothers, representing the Quapaw Baths & Spa; Jaws, 
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BASEBALL TALK: Author Mark Blaeuer, left, 
visits with Steve Spakes prior to a presentation 
on his book Thursday at the Garland County 
Library. The presentation consisted of photo-
graphs from Blaeuer’s recently released book 
“Baseball in Hot Springs.”


Major league teams once 
flocked to Hot Springs each 
spring to get into shape, and one 
local author has created a “time 
machine” to travel back to that 
era through nearly 200 rarely 
seen historic photographs.


“There were major league 
teams and individual players 
that would come to take the 
thermal baths, hike on the trails, 
and golf at the Hot Springs 
Country Club to get into shape,” 
said Mark Blaeuer, author of the 
recently released book “Baseball 
in Hot Springs.”


“It was a situation where 


you might have several hun-
dred major league players at any 
one time in Hot Springs in the 
height of the phenomena,” Blae-
uer said Thursday afternoon 
at the Garland County Library. 
Blaeuer was the featured speak-
er at the second in a series of 
Garland County Historical So-
ciety-sponsored presentations 
at the library.


The 127-page book showcas-
es Hot Springs from the late 
1800s to the early 1900s as a 
flourishing spring camp des-
tination to major and minor 
league baseball teams. Players 
soaked their exhausted limbs in 
the bath houses’ thermal waters 
and stretched them out on area 


mountain trails and at ballparks 
such as Whittington Park.


“There were always photog-
raphers around to take pictures 
and document stuff. So each 
one of these photos is like a 
time machine. It takes you back 
to a moment way back when,” 
Blaeuer said.


Blaeuer’s book brings togeth-
er a collection of photographs 
taken across the city at the nu-
merous ballparks that were uti-
lized by Major League Baseball 
teams including the New York 
Giants, Boston Red Sox, and 
Philadelphia Phillies.


“Spring training began in 


COLBIE MCCLOUD
The Sentinel-Record


Local author: Baseball book 
‘time machine’ to training era


Is transgender 
restroom use 
an issue?


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record


EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the third installment in a series 
concerning the ongoing debate about transgender 
rights, particularly the current issue of restroom 
use. The Sentinel-Record met with two transgender 
students in the community about their backgrounds 
and how the public debate affects them.
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ALL WET: 
Members 
of the Hot 
Springs Police 
Department 
Tub No. 1 
team, from 
left, Joey Wil-
liams, Shannon 
Steed, in tub, 
John Ham-
mons, Jjesus 
Anaya and 
Zack Rostan, 
win a heat in 
the Modified 
Tub division 
of the 11th 
Annual Stueart 
Pennington 
Running Of 
The Tubs on 
Saturday. The 
tub went on 
the win the 
modified divi-
sion.
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LITTLE ROCK — Jessieville's 
prospective perfect season ended 
with a sound thud.


Greenland used hot shooting 
and took advantage of cold Jes-
sieville shooting to drub the Lady 
Lions 59-32 in the Class 3A girls’ 
championship game Thursday at 
Barton Coliseum. In a game that 
ended under the mercy rule with 
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SUSPECT VEHICLE: Garland County Sheriff’s Department deputies and 
Hot Springs police work the scene around a stolen pickup that was wrecked 
Thursday following a pursuit of a local suspect, Derrick Estell, 33, being 
sought on warrants and as a suspect in several recent crimes. The suspect 
fled into a wooded area near the 3600 block of Central Avenue.


STEVEN MROSS
The Sentinel-Record


An attempted traffic stop on a pos-
sible suspect in several recent crimes, 
including a bank robbery last week, 
led to a vehicle pursuit and a massive 
manhunt by multiple agencies Thursday 
afternoon that ended with a standoff at a 
local apartment building.


The suspect, identified as Derrick 


Estell, 33, was finally taken into custody 
shortly before 7:30 p.m. after officers 
fired tear gas and forced their way into 
the upstairs apartment of a two-story 
apartment building at 204 Columbia 


Hills St. where he was hiding.
He was almost immediately taken 


into a LifeNet ambulance for treatment 
after being handcuffed.


Hot Springs Police Cpl. McCrary 


Means said shortly after the incident 
was over that Estell was being treated 
for the effects of the tear gas, but was 
otherwise not injured in the process of 
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The first of two suspects charged in the Jan. 30 shooting 
death of a local man and an assault on the man’s girlfriend 
pleaded not guilty to felony charges Tuesday in Garland 
County Circuit Court.


Dustin Wayne Brown, 24, who lists an 
address of 318 Quail Creek Road, pleaded 
not guilty to first-degree murder, punish-
able by up to life in prison, and second-de-
gree battery, punishable by up to six years.


Public defender Mark Fraiser was ap-
pointed to represent him.


A bond hearing for Brown, who has 
remained in custody since his arrest Jan. 
31 on $500,000 bond, is set for March 26, and a hearing on 
other motions in the case is set for May 7. A trial date has 
not been determined yet.


Brown’s alleged accomplice, Steven Tye Curtiss, 26, of 
Prattsville, who also remains in custody in lieu of $500,000 
bond, is set to be arraigned Monday in circuit court on the 


Murder suspect
pleads not guilty
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WRECKED CAR: A vehicle that was struck by a fleeing suspect is seen in the 3600 block of Central Avenue Thursday afternoon.
The suspect, later identified as Derrick Estell, 33, caused at least one and possibly more vehicles to crash while fleeing from an
earlier attempted traffic stop, later prompting a massive manhunt.


Brown


SHOOTING, PAGE 3A


DON THOMASON
The Sentinel-Record


The initial bids for work on the new Garland 
County Detention Center were opened Tuesday, and 
a local contractor was the apparent low bidder for the 
site preparation work.


County Judge Rick Davis said Wednesday that six 
companies submitted bids, but all the bid paperwork 
was taken to Little Rock to be reviewed and evaluated 
by Cromwell Architects, the jail project’s designer, “to 
make sure everything is in order.”


“The apparent low bidder is a local company, 
Garrett Excavating, which I’m very glad to see,” 
Davis said, adding that Garrett’s bid was about $1.1 
million, with other bids ranging to a high of about 
$1.8 million.


“Until Cromwell completes their evaluation, we 
really don’t know who is going to be low,” he said.


Residents approved a $42 million capital im-
provement bond issue in October 2011 to build 
a new jail funded by a five-eighths cent tax that 
began April 2012 and will expire when the bonds 
are paid. Voters also approved a permanent three-
eighths cent tax, which begins April 1, to operate 


Local company 
makes low bid 
on jail work


MARK GREGORY
Managing editor


Basketball is not exiting Hot Springs forever 
with the loss of the Sun Belt Conference champi-
onships, Steve Arrison, CEO of Visit Hot Springs, 
said Thursday.


After five years in Hot Springs, the Sun Belt 
Conference said last month it is moving the men’s 
and women’s basketball championships in 2014 


Basketball 
not leaving 
city forever
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MARK GREGORY
Managing editor


The National Park Service on 
Thursday signed a lease with Va-
por Valley Spirits Inc. to operate a 
craft microbrewery and restaurant 


in the Superior Bath House.
“We are very excited about the 


possibilities and thrilled that an-
other one of these beautiful build-
ings will be reopening to serve 
visitors and offer a new experience 


in the park,” park Superintendent 
Josie Fernandez said in a news 
release.


The Park Service announced in 
March 2012 that it would negotiate 
a long-term lease with Vapor Val-


ley Spirits for the Superior, where 
it plans to use the city’s namesake 
thermal waters to brew beer, spir-
its and non-alcoholic fare such as 
root beer. 


Vapor Valley Spirits signs lease for Superior
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FINAL YEAR: Seiz Sign Co. employee Ryan Scott hangs a Sun Belt Conference championship ban-
ner in the Hot Springs Convention Center on Thursday. Tournament play begins today.


Suspect captured following manhunt


Estell MANHUNT, PAGE 7A


Pirates’ 
haul


Greenland crushes 
Jessieville’s hope 
in 3A title game


3A TITLE, PAGE 7A
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HARD TO WATCH: Jessieville’s Carson Lamb, left, and Faith Garrett, right, look away as teammates Hope 
Bratton and Madison Hair watch the action during the Lady Lions’ 59-32 loss to Greenland in the Class 
3A state championship basketball game on Thursday at Barton Coliseum at Little Rock. Jessieville went 
in unbeaten but struggled to score throughout, going 3 for 27 on three-pointers. Greenland claimed its 
second straight 3A title.


Officers use tear gas 
to subdue suspect
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Borel hits milestone, gets 5,000th win
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North Korea hit by new UN sanctions after test








WASHINGTON — Open-
ing a new military front in the 
Middle East, President Barack 
Obama authorized U.S. air-


strikes inside Syria for the first 
time Wednesday night, along 
with expanded strikes in Iraq 
as part of “a steady, relentless 
effort” to root out Islamic State 
extremists and their spreading 


reign of terror.
“We will hunt down terror-


ists who threaten our country, 
wherever they are,” Obama de-
clared in a prime-time address 
to the nation from the White 


House. “This is a core principle 
of my presidency: If you threat-
en America, you will find no 
safe haven.”


Obama announced that he 
was dispatching nearly 500 


more U.S. troops to Iraq to as-
sist that country’s besieged se-
curity forces, bringing the total 
number of American forces sent 
there this summer to more than 
1,500. He also urged Congress 


anew to authorize a program to 
train and arm Syrian rebels who 
are fighting both the Islamic 
State militants and Syrian Pres-


THURSDAY
September 11, 2014


Two sections,
22 pages 


Number 254, Volume 137
Seventy Five Cents


www.hotspringssr.com


P u b l i s h e d  d a i l y  i n  H o t  S p r i n g s  N a t i o n a l  P a r k ,  A r k a n s a s ,  s i n c e  1 8 7 7


Arts, etc. 8A
Classified 6-9B
Sports 1-3B
Features, etc. 5B
FYI 2A


Lifestyles 6A
Obituaries 11A
Stocks 4B
Viewpoints 10A
GC West 9A


W e a t h e r
FRIDAY: 


HIGH 73˚ LOW 60˚
SATURDAY:


HIGH 75˚ LOW 58˚


SHOWERS LIKELY. 
HIGHS IN THE HIGH 
70S. LOWS IN THE 
MID 60S.
SUNRISE: 6:52 A.M.
SUNSET: 7:26 P.M.


MORE ON PAGE 2A


S u b s c r i b e r  o f  t h e  D a y


Recognizing
Clara J. Presock,


a reader of The Sentinel-Record 
for 64-plus years


I n d e x


• 300 Spring St. Hot Springs, AR 71901 • To subscribe or place an advertisement, call 501-623-7711 or 922-0979 in Hot Springs Village •


DEA expands 
options to dispose 
of medications


FROM STAFF REPORTS
Garland County Sheriff Larry Sanders said Wednesday that 


the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration’s implementation 
of legislation that expands the options available to safely and 
securely dispose of potentially dangerous prescription medi-
cations is a positive step.


“Any place that can collect unused medications like that is 
going to be of benefit to the public, not only from the aspect 
of keeping them from getting into the wrong hands, but also 
to keep them from being flushed down the toilet and having 
to be dealt with in the water system,” Sanders said.


The DEA on Monday released its Final Rule for the Dis-
posal of Controlled Substances, which implements the Secure 


JPs warn against 
late submissions 
for 2015 budget


DAVID SHOWERS
The Sentinel-Record


The Garland County Quorum 
Court’s Finance Committee urged 
county administrators Monday 
night to turn in their 2015 budgets 
on time or risk across-the-board 
cuts.


Chairman Mickey Gates, Dis-
trict 13 justice of the peace, said 
the committee won’t consider sub-
missions offered after the dead-
line, which will be set for later this 
month. Offending departments will 
have to operate on their 2014 bud-
gets, minus a 5 percent cut in every 
line item.


Gates said late submissions 
could create scheduling conflicts 
for JPs during the Oct. 22-23 bud-
get sessions, warning that budgets 
need to be given to Mary Culpep-
per, the county judge’s chief of 
staff, by the deadline.


“In years past, we’ve had JPs 
who have had to use their vacation 
time to be here,” Gates told the 
committee and department heads 
in the quorum court room gallery.


“Then when it gets pushed 
back, they weren’t able to be here 
because they already set their vaca-
tion time,” he said.


“The date is set in concrete. I 
encourage you, unless you want 


a reduction, to make sure your 
budget is in Mary’s hand by (the 
deadline).”


Library Director John Wells 
asked the committee for clarity 
regarding the administrative fee 
it proposed charging the county 
library last year.


“Now that it’s budget time, I 
need some guidance to give my 
board,” he told the committee. “Are 
they going to charge us? Are they 
not going to charge us? Are they 
going to wait until ‘16?”


The $20,349 fee floated last year 
is a function of the overhead the 
county clerk’s office expends in 
managing the library’s finances and 
payroll. It’s based on a percentage 
of the bookkeeping and payroll 
clerks’ salaries, the licensing fee 
the clerk pays its software ven-
dor and other operating costs, said 
Dorothy Guthrie, deputy county 
clerk. The percentages are derived 
from the man-hours the clerk’s 
office dedicates to the library’s ad-
ministrative work relative to other 
county departments.


Culpepper told the committee 
the figure would be similar if it’s 
considering levying the fee in next 
year’s budget. No county depart-
ment currently pays an administra-


Ross: State should 
look at alternative 
sentencing programs


DON THOMASON
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


AACP PRESENTATION: Gubernatorial candidate Mike Ross spoke of alternative sentencing and other campaign 
topics Wednesday during a presentation at the 47th annual convention of the Arkansas Association of Chiefs of 
Police at the Hot Springs Convention Center.


Democratic gubernatorial candidate 
Mike Ross said Wednesday that the state 
needs to look at alternative sentencing 
programs to alleviate the overcrowding 
problem in state prisons.


“There’s talk about building another 
state prison, and we may need to do that, 
but if we do, we need to tie some mean-
ingful prison reforms to it. Every time 
we build a 1,000-bed prison, it costs $100 
million in one-time money and $25 million 
a year to operate it from now on. That is 


your tax money we’re talking about,” he 
said.


Addressing the 47th annual convention 
of the Arkansas Association of Chiefs 
of Police at the Hot Springs Convention 
Center, Ross said prison inmates who are 
backed up in county jails put stress on the 
communities.


“I think it’s very important we have 
enough prison beds available for the peo-
ple who want to harm us, our neighbors 
and our community. I think Gov. (Mike) 


FAIR FUN


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


A Ferris wheel creates patterns of lights for the crowd in the carnival portion of the Garland County Fair on Tuesday. Tonight is 
“arm band night,” with carnival rides opening at 6 p.m. Today is also “school day” at the fair, with all buildings, except commer-
cial, open from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Commercial buildings will open at 5 p.m. The cattle showing will begin at 6 p.m.


SLIP-SLIDING AWAY


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


Anna Fletcher, 11, left, and Davilyn Milson, 10, both of Hot Springs, ride down a slide during the 
Garland County Fair on Tuesday.


Man held 
on drug, 
firearms 
charges


STEVEN MROSS
The Sentinel-Record


A local man on parole was ar-
rested on multiple charges involv-
ing drugs and guns Tuesday after a 
traffic stop because his passenger 
wasn’t wearing a seat belt.


Christopher Wes Hambrick, 
30, who lists an address of 203 
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Obama orders airstrikes in Syria for first time
JULIE PACE


The Associated Press












CHARLESTON, S.C. — A 
small group of parishioners 
were allowed inside the bul-


let-scarred Emanuel African 
Methodist Episcopal church 
on Saturday, getting a firsthand 
glimpse of the room where nine 
people from their congregation 
were slain.


Meanwhile, the FBI said it 
was investigating a manifes-
to purportedly written by the 
suspected gunman, 21-year-old 
Dylann Roof.


The website linked to Roof 


contained photos of him hold-
ing a burning American flag 
and standing on one. In oth-
er images, he was holding a 
Confederate flag, considered a 
divisive symbol by civil rights 


leaders and others.
The hate-filled 2,500-word 


essay talks about white suprem-
acy and the author says “the 
event that truly awakened me 
was the Trayvon Martin case” 


— the unarmed black teenager 
fatally shot by neighborhood 
watch volunteer Georgia Zim-
merman while walking home in 
Florida in 2012.
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Sue Mauney-Protomaster picks up tennis balls as Charles Protomaster, both of Thebes, Ill., drives Saturday 
during the 2015 Arkansas State H.O.G. Rally at Hot Springs Convention Center.


SHOOTING, PAGE 6A


Lake Hamilton alum Marlee Buchanan 
recently toured sites across the United King-
dom through the Honors International Studies 
Program’s Literary Tourism course at the 
University of Arkansas-Fort Smith.


The two-week Maymester class visited 
various sites to complement their studies of 
English poetry and prose. The course is taught 
by Dennis Siler, director of the program. Stu-
dents focus on the influence of locations on 
literature, as well as the impact literature has 
made on the sites.


Buchanan is a junior biochemistry major 
and plans to attend a pharmacy school in 
Arkansas after she graduates next May. She is 
the daughter of Jeff and Michelle Buchanan.


A Maymester course her freshman year 
took Buchanan to Washington, D.C. Honors 
students were able to choose from multiple 
destinations, including Belize and Trinidad, 
to fulfill the international requirement of the 
scholarship, but Buchanan said her preference 
was always to travel to the United Kingdom.


“My surname is Scottish and I have always 
wanted to go,” Buchanan said.


“And I am a big believer in travel, espe-


cially when you are young and you don’t have 
anything tying you to here,” Buchanan added.


The trip began May 12 and the group 
returned May 27. Buchanan began summer 
classes in Fort Smith on June 1.


“Fifteen days away, it was a different 
world,” Buchanan said.


The group was comprised of students from 
13 different cities in Arkansas, one from Spiro, 
Okla., and another from Kansas City, Mo.


Students focused on specific authors or 
genres of fiction during the course. Buchanan 
said they analyzed reasons for tourists to visit 
the literary locations. They inquired as to why 
the visitors were important and what effect 
the authors have had on each setting.


“Stonehenge has been there for thousands 
of years, but if Thomas Hardy writes it into 
the last chapter of ‘Tess of the d’Urbervilles’, 
it acquires a whole different context for those 
who only have that novel as a point of refer-
ence,” Siler said.


“We also looked at how the Scottish High-
lands influenced romantic writers, and we 
had several history majors who explored 
relationships between literary and historical 


Lake Hamilton alum tours 
United Kingdom literary sites
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RESTORED: Father and son Richard Rasnic, driver’s seat, and Russ Rasnic sit in Richard Rasnic’s fully restored, customized 1957 Thunderbird 
after a two-year restoration project was completed by Vince Russo on June 13. Weather permitting, the pair plans to take the car out for its 
maiden trip today.


Father and son, Richard and Russ Rasnic, plan to cele-
brate Father’s Day with a maiden trip in Richard Rasnic’s 
fully restored, customized 1957 Ford Thunderbird.


“His dream when he was younger was to use his re-
tirement years to restore several antique cars he had pur-
chased, but he never got the opportunity,” said Russ Rasnic 
about his father.


He said things always got in the way of his father ful-
filling that dream, so the family decided to get at least “the 
main car” restored for him to enjoy.


Russ Rasnic said his father was always his hero grow-
ing up. His father was a two-time regional Golden Gloves 
heavyweight boxing champion who fought for the U.S. Air 
Force championship, and the 1977 national heavyweight 
master’s judo champion. Richard Rasnic also flew B-57s 
and B-52s during his four tours of duty in Vietnam, where 
he flew 300 missions, and was awarded the Distinguished 


ELISHA MORRISON
The Sentinel-Record


Son fulfills father’s vision 
with vehicle restoration
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Plant upgrades expected to up treatment capacity


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


UPGRADE: Scott Bundy, director of utilities for Hot Springs, stands on the walkway Wednesday be-
tween the No. 1 and 2 sedimentation basins at the Ouachita Water Treatment Plant. Plate settlers that 
will be added to the No. 6 and 7 basins will give the plant greater capacity to treat high-turbidity water.


MOUNTAIN PINE —The mettle of those 
who supply Garland County with most of its 
potable water is tested after rain events prevent 
Blakely Mountain Dam from releasing water.


Less than a mile downstream from the dam, 
Hot Springs’ Ouachita Water Treatment Plant is 
tasked with turning the resulting high-turbidity 
water that’s pumped through two 48-inch intake 
lines into the 13 million gallons of potable water 
customers demand from it on an average day.


A $3 million upgrade to the 48-year-old facil-
ity promises to make the process more efficient 
and satisfy demand when the dam’s being used 
for flood control, its primary purpose


When Blakely’s not releasing water from 
Lake Ouachita, sediment and debris from muddy 
creeks and streams emptying into Lake Hamilton 
wash upstream toward the intake on the upper 
end of the lake. The viscous-like water entering 
the plant during heavy rain events such as those 
that occurred last month requires extensive 
processing, grinding plant operations to about 
a quarter of its 22.3 million gallons of water a 
day capacity.


Jar tests conducted in the plant’s lab can 
identify the optimum chemical mix to divest raw 
water of its impurities, but ratio manipulation is 
no substitute for time. The longer water sits in 


the plant’s seven sedimentation basins, the more 
particles will fall to the bottom.


Time is a luxury the plant doesn’t have amid 
an insatiate need that never stops making de-
mands on its output. Clean water is vital to the 
people who rely on the plant, even when the 
spillway at Blakely is closed.


“You can treat water now as it stands, if you 
have the time,” said Matt Mitchell, the plant’s 
chief operator. “Most of the time we have big 
rain events, it’s rained a lot, so the demand for 
water isn’t high, but even in low demand, your 
tanks are being diminished.”


Turbid water can take twice as long as clearer 
raw water to go from the intake to the finished 
or clear well, the repository for the final prod-
uct that’s distributed to the system’s 10 active 
storage tanks.


Turbidity levels Wednesday ranged from 
0.03 to 0.09 Nephelometric Turbidity Units, 
levels plant manager Taylor Gates said were 
well below the 0.30 allowed by the Arkansas 
Department of Health.


The plant’s nephelometer uses light to mea-
sure turbidity. The amount of light scattered by 
particles suspended in the water determines 
the levels.


The installation of plate settlers in the No. 6 
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Church shooting site to reopen; FBI reviews manifesto
JEFFREY COLLINS


AND EMILY MASTERS
The Associated Press












First-time contestant Ashton 
Campbell, 20, received the Miss 
Arkansas 2014 title and crown on 
Saturday at Summit Arena.


A student at the University 
of Arkansas, Campbell compet-
ed as Miss Ouachita River and 
was named a preliminary swim-
suit winner at the Miss Arkansas 
Scholarship Pageant.


Her parents are Roger and To-
nia Campbell, of Hindsville. Her 
platform is Aim Higher: Setting 
Our Sights on Higher Education. 
She was named Miss Arkansas’ 
Outstanding Teen in 2012.


For her talent presentation, 
she sang “Note to God,” part-
ly an emotional prayer that she 
had heard pop singer Charice 
perform on “The Oprah Winfrey 
Show.”


“I am looking forward to the 
job of Miss Arkansas particularly 
because that is what I came here 
for above everything else, above 
the pageant and the scholarship, 
which is amazing from the Miss 
Arkansas Scholarship organi-
zation, but I am really looking 
forward to the job and for work-
ing with Jessie (Ward Bennett) 


and this incredible organization,” 
Campbell told The Sentinel-Record
during a reception in her honor 
following the pageant at Embassy 
Suites Hot Springs — Hotel & Spa.


Miss Arkansas 2013 Amy 
Crain presented the crown to 
Campbell, who walked the run-
way smiling and waving to the 
crowd, as a colorful sea of confet-
ti rained down on her coronation. 
Her fellow contestants surround-
ed her with hugs and best wishes 
and she posed for photographs.


She received a $20,000 
scholarship and will represent 
Arkansas at the Miss America 
2015 competition Sept. 9-14 at 
Atlantic City, N.J. Campbell re-
ceived numerous awards during 
the evening, including the Ashlen 
Batson Esprit de corps, the Ju-
lie Blackwood “Smart” Swimsuit 
Award, the Newcomer Award, 
the Tony Bowls People’s Choice 
Award, the Jessie Bennett Lead-
ership Award, and the Hudgens 
Business Leadership Award. Ear-
lier in the week, she received the 
Preliminary Lifestyle and Fitness 
in Swimsuit Award.


Along with Campbell, judg-


Getting individuals enthusiastic about education takes just a 
spark of inspiration, and the excitement spreads like electricity 
through the community.


As the former operator of the Tesla Theater, Director of 
Education Shena Ball uses that vibrance and electricity to de-
velop educational programs at Mid-America Science Museum.


“I started out with the Tesla Theater in 2012, and it’s hard 
not to love that exhibit,” she said walking through the lower 
level of exhibits. As children, parents and teachers make their 
way through the museum, Ball still finds time to step out on 
the floor and connect with visitors.


“The experiences you have in the theater with people are 
something very special. Many people don’t even know who Ni-
kola Tesla was and I’ll be honest, I didn’t even really know who 
he was until I started working in the theater. After extensive 
research on Tesla, it became like making a new friend. I had a 
lady with a Ph.D. come up to me after a show once asking why 
she had never heard of this man and I told her he’s just left out 
of the history books.”


Ball has a background in education, and staying involved 
with individuals who use the museum is important to develop-
ing educational programs that will benefit everyone who visits.


SAN FRANCISCO — Already pilloried for 
long wait times for medical appointments, the 
beleaguered Department of Veterans Affairs has 
fallen short of another commitment: to attend to 
the needs of the rising ranks of female veterans 
returning from Iraq and Afghanistan, many of 
them of child-bearing age.


Even the head of the VA’s office of women’s 
health acknowledges that persistent shortcom-
ings remain in caring for the 390,000 female 
vets seen last year at its hospitals and clinics — 
despite an investment of more than $1.3 billion 
since 2008, including the training of hundreds 
of medical professionals in the fundamentals of 
treating the female body.


According to an Associated Press review of 
VA internal documents, inspector general re-
ports and interviews:


• Nationwide, nearly one in four VA hospitals 
does not have a fulltime gynecologist on staff. 
And about 140 of the 920 community-based clin-
ics serving veterans in rural areas do not have a 
designated women’s health provider, despite the 
goal that every clinic would have one.


• When community-based clinics refer vet-
erans to a nearby university or other private 


The Hot Springs Police Department has kicked 
off a Community Assisted Policing volunteer pro-
gram to provide non-uniformed services for the 
department, Chief David Flory said Friday.


“Whether you’re a governmental agency or 
some kind of business, looking for ways to be more 
efficient is kind of the trend for the last few years. 
With cutbacks, especially in municipal budgets, 
you’re always looking for ways to do more work 
with less money,” Flory said.


He said law enforcement agencies have used 
volunteers across the board in America for a 
number of years, with the volunteers typically cul-
tivated from graduates of citizen police academy 
classes.


“That is what we’re doing. We’ve been doing 
citizen police classes for a number of years and 
we just completed one about a month ago. One of 
my big goals was to create a volunteer program in 
order to create some efficiency within the orga-
nization where the police force is multiplied and 
you get free work from the volunteers who want to 
give back to their community by relieving officers 


LITTLE ROCK — Arkansas’ 
utilities and representatives of 
business and government will soon 
hold their first detailed talk about 
the proposed federal regulations 
intended to reduce the nation’s 
climate-warming emissions by 30 
percent by 2030.


President Barack Obama an-
nounced the initiative earlier this 
month, and each state is asked to 
develop its own plan for reaching 


its goal — a cut of nearly 45 percent 
for Arkansas, which gets about half 
of its electricity from coal-fired 
power plants and the rest from 
a mix of natural gas, nuclear and 
hydroelectric.


“If not, the federal government 
will (develop the standards). It’s 
important for the stakeholders in 
this state who are most familiar 
with our energy sources and re-
sources to come evaluate this on 
our own,” said Colette Honorable, 
chairman of the Arkansas Pollution 
Control and Ecology Commission.


The panel oversees the state De-
partment of Environmental Quality, 
which has organized a Wednesday 
meeting with the state Public Ser-
vice Commission for an opening 
discussion about the emissions 
plan.


According to the U.S. Energy 
Information Administration, Ar-
kansas is among the top third of the 
nation’s consumers of electricity on 
a per-customer basis. Food manu-
facturing, an important source of 
jobs, and other industries require 
large amounts of power, as does 


agriculture. Arkansas produces half 
of the nation’s rice, and demand 
rises after harvest when the rice is 
being dried.


Obama’s plan has been well-re-
ceived by the state’s environmental 
groups but businesses and utilities 
foresee problems on the horizon 
if the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency puts the regulations 
in place.


“Anything we can do to reduce 
carbon emissions and slow the 
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Campbell 
crowned as
Miss Arkansas


ALISON B. HARBOUR
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


CROWNING MOMENT: Miss Arkansas 2013 Amy Crain crowns Miss Ouachita 
River Ashton Campbell as Miss Arkansas 2014 during the Miss Arkansas Schol-
arship Pageant on Saturday at Summit Arena. Campbell, who is from Hindsville, 
attends the University of Arkansas. Her platform is Aim Higher: Setting Our 
Sights On Higher Education.


HSPD starts 
volunteer 
program


DON THOMASON
The Sentinel-Record
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VOLUNTEER LOGO: Hot Springs Police Depart-
ment volunteers, graduates of the citizen police 
academy classes, will wear bright yellow shirts 
with a distinctive identification logo.


BETH BRIGHT
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Beth Bright


ELECTRIC ENTHUSIASM: Shena Ball began work as the operator of the Tesla 
Theater in May 2012 and was promoted earlier this year to director of education. 
Ball spends her time getting to know the needs of area educators to develop better 
educational programs through Mid-America Science Museum.


VA falls 
short with 
female
veterans


GARANCE BURKE
The Associated Press


PAGEANT, PAGE 4A


State preps for carbon release regulations
CHUCK BARTELS
The Associated Press


Director of education develops 
love for museum in community


VETERANS, PAGE 3A


CARBON, PAGE 2A POLICE, PAGE 4A


MUSEUM, PAGE 2A


EDITOR’S NOTE: Mid-America Science Museum, an integral part of 
Hot Springs and Garland County for more than 30 years, will undergo 
a major renovation later this year. This is one in a continuing series of 
articles exploring the museum’s place in the community.
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DON THOMASON
The Sentinel-Record


The Hot Springs Planning Commis-
sion approved a site plan with conditions 
Thursday night for a 58,085-square-foot 
expansion of the gaming area at Oaklawn 
Park.


Oaklawn Park General Manager Eric 
Jackson said earlier that the expansion 
is not part of previous expansions at the 
track to house its electronic games of 
skill.


Oaklawn Park opened a 52,500-square-
foot expansion on May 13, 2009, increas-
ing its number of gaming positions to 
650.


The second phase of the expansion 
included renovating a 37,500-square-foot 
area in the south end of the grandstand, 
bringing the total project area to 90,000 
square feet.


Jackson told The Sentinel-Record on 
Monday that the expansion is a result 
of “organic growth that we’ve enjoyed 
over the last three or four years since 
the state allowed us to have electronic 
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Obama to step up military support of Syrian rebels
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STEVEN MROSS
The Sentinel-Record


A multi-agency sting operation targeting drug traf-
ficking and violent crimes in Hot Springs and Garland 
County culminated Thursday with 19 federal indict-
ments and 24 arrests.


Conner Eldridge, U.S. attorney for the Western Dis-
trict of Arkansas, Hot Springs Police Chief David Flory, 
Garland County Sheriff Larry Sanders, Prosecuting 
Attorney Steve Oliver and Constance Hester with the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 
were all on hand at an afternoon press conference at the 
Hot Springs Police Department to announce the results 
of the year-long Operation: “Spa City Special.”


Many of the suspects were arraigned that afternoon 
in U.S. District Court in the Federal Building in Hot 
Springs.


Calling them “true public servants,” Eldridge com-
mended the “coordinated efforts” of the HSPD and its 
street crimes unit, ATF, GCSD, and the prosecuting 
attorney’s office, which “worked long hours” to bring 
the operation about, noting they “took a strong step 
forward in combating the problems plaguing Hot 
Springs.”


Eldridge said this operation was the “latest in a long 
line” of operations targeting the drug and gun violence 
problem in all parts of the Western District, from Texarkana 
to El Dorado to Hot Springs, “with all agencies dedicated 


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


SUSPECTS INDICTED: Some of 24 suspects arrested in a year-long sting operation dubbed Operation: “Spa City Special” are escorted into the Fed-
eral Building by members of the Hot Springs Police SWAT team and agents with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) to be
arraigned in U.S. District Court in Hot Springs. The operation was conducted by the U.S. Attorney’s office, HSPD, ATF and other agencies.


Operation: ‘Spa City Special’
Multi-agency probe 


targeting violent crime, 
drugs leads to 24 arrests


DON THOMASON
The Sentinel-Record


Months of planning by 
dozens of county officials and 
volunteers came to fruition 
Thursday morning with the of-
ficial groundbreaking for the 
new Garland County Detention 
Center.


A crowd of about 200 former 
and current county and city of-
ficials, Criminal Justice Coor-
dinating Committee members, 
and interested citizens gathered 
at the 54-acre site at 3564 Albert 
Pike Road for the ceremony.


Voters approved a temporary 
five-eighths cent sales tax in Oc-
tober 2011 to fund construction 
of the almost $42 million deten-
tion center, and a three-eighths 
cent tax for operation and main-
tenance of the jail. Collection of 
the five-eighths cent tax began 
in April 2012 and will end when 
the construction bonds are paid. 
Collection of the permanent 
three-eighths cent tax began 
April 1.


County Judge Rick Davis 
said the groundbreaking was 
a reminder of how different 
individuals and groups in the 
county came together with a 


common purpose.
“It is a reminder that the 


voters of Garland County have 
taken a stand and sent a mes-
sage that Garland County will 
have facilities in order to hold 
people accountable for their 
behavior; that there will be con-
sequences for criminal acts and 
if you break the law in Garland 
County we will have a place for 
you to serve your time,” Davis 
said.


“With the October 2011 vote, 
the people of this county also 
said that we will have a safer 
place, not only for the inmates 
and people awaiting court dates, 
but also for our detention center 
staff,” he said.


The new detention center 
will have more than 156,000 
square feet to address the over-
crowding, safety issues and de-
ficiencies of the current jail, 
and house approximately 474 
inmates.


Due to recent wet weather, 
site preparation work is slightly 
behind schedule, but work has 
started on the pre-cast cells 
and walls for the new jail. Davis 
said he has been assured that 


Groundbreaking  
held for new jail


Submitted photo


HIGH WATER: Campsite 52 at Crystal Springs Recreation Area remained closed Thursday due to high water on 
Lake Ouachita. Campsites 23-43, 47-48 and 51-55 are still closed at the popular campground. Photo is courtesy 
of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


JAIL CEREMONY: County Judge Rick Davis, right, addresses a crowd of county and city 
officials, and volunteers, during a groundbreaking ceremony Thursday at the site of the new 
Garland County Detention Center, 3564 Albert Pike Road, as Sheriff Larry Sanders, left, and 
Circuit Judge Marcia Hearnsberger listen.


MARK GREGORY
Managing editor


The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers said Thurs-
day that it has reopened more recreation areas and 
campsites as high water on Lake Ouachita continues 
to recede.


Several swimming areas and beaches remain 
closed, along with a number of campsites, according 
to the Corps of Engineers’ latest update.


Corps reopens 
more rec areas, 
campsites as 
water recedes


FLOODING, PAGE 9A


CHUCK BARTELS
The Associated Press


NORTH LITTLE ROCK — State 
and federal authorities want a judge to 
find ExxonMobil broke the law when 
a pipeline failed at Mayflower and 
spilled an estimated 150,000 gallons of 
crude oil in a neighborhood and adja-
cent waterway, authorities announced 
Thursday.


Christopher Thyer, U.S. attorney for 
the Eastern District of Arkansas, and 


State, feds 
file lawsuit 
over oil spill
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Oaklawn
expansion
approved








Compared to the northern part of Ar-
kansas, Garland County fared much better 
Wednesday as a winter storm dumped 
rain, sleet and snow over most of the state.


Charles Dalton, meteorologist with the 
National Weather Service in Little Rock, 
said Thursday that Garland County picked 
up 2.5 to 3 inches of sleet and snow, main-
ly in a 12-hour period from about 5 p.m. 
Wednesday to 5 a.m. Thursday.


“Some areas west (of Little Rock) had 
around 4 inches, but accumulations really 
increased to the north and northeast. We 
had 6.4 inches of sleet and snow in Little 
Rock, but areas around Batesville and 


Jonesboro had 6 inches to 8 inches total. 
Generally, in the central part of the state, 
from around Pine Bluff up through Rus-
sellville to Harrison, there was 4 inches to 
6 inches, with some areas picking up more, 
and some less,” Dalton said.


Dalton said rain fell over much of cen-
tral Arkansas almost all day Wednesday, 
and intensified along the Interstate 30 and 
Highway 67 area around 2-3 p.m.


“There was a line from about Texarka-
na to Hot Springs to Little Rock to Jones-
boro, where the heaviest precipitation 
set up. Around 4 p.m. it started sleeting 
in central Arkansas and shortly after that 
it started sleeting in the Garland County 
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Oaklawn 
nears record 
cancellations


BETH BRIGHT
The Sentinel-Record


Oaklawn Park canceled its seventh card of the 
live meet on Thursday, bringing the track uncom-
fortably close to the record set in 2011 with eight 
canceled cards.


“We’re still hopeful to be racing (today), but if we 
have to cancel again, we will have met our record,” 
Media Relations Manager Jennifer Hoyt said on 
Thursday. Oaklawn added two Wednesday cards on 
March 18 and March 25 after the Arkansas Racing 
Commission unanimously approved the track’s re-
quest on Saturday.


“We’ve been affected in some way by the weather 


County fares better 
than parts of state


DON THOMASON
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


MOTORING ALONG: Motorists move slowly along Central Avenue in downtown Hot Springs Thursday morning 
after a winter storm dumped 2.5 to 3 inches of sleet and snow across Garland County.


For 20 years at Oaklawn Park, Walt Soes has been 
“flipping lips,” ensuring that the right horses are in the 
right races and keeping the integrity of the industry a 
priority.


“It’s a revolving door of paperwork, but it makes the 
day go by fast — there’s never a lull here in the office,” 


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


Snow-covered cars line a parking lot at Somerset Apartments on Files Road after 2.5 to 3 inches of 
snow and sleet fell on Garland County Wednesday night and Thursday morning.


SILENT SENTINELS HS native 
invited 
to SEC 
ceremony


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record


Hot Springs native and former Mis-
souri Tiger Erika Cross represented her 
former college coach in a ceremony 
Thursday evening hosted by the South-
eastern Conference at Verizon Arena in 
North Little Rock.


Former Missouri Coach Joann Ruth-
erford was honored as an SEC Legend 
at the conference’s women’s basketball 
tournament. She was unable to attend 


EDITOR’S NOTE: A successful live race meet at Oaklawn Park 
depends on hundreds of employees working a variety of jobs, 
from making sure the horses are ready to run to ensuring that 
customers have a memorable day at the races. The Sentinel-
Record today continues its weekly series spotlighting the 
workers who make Oaklawn a success.


Horse identifier keeps 
integrity a priority


Snowfall 
clutters 
streets


DAVID SHOWERS
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


PLOWING AHEAD: A city plow truck clears slush from Lakeshore Drive Thursday morning. Sunlight 
turned the several inches of ice and snow that fell Wednesday and early Thursday to slush by late 
morning.


The city street department proceeded 
along well-worn tracks Thursday morning 
after an overnight snowfall covered much of 
the work night crews had done hours earlier.


“We’re having to redo a lot of what we did 
last night,” said Denny McPhate, Hot Springs’ 
public works director. The snow “came down 
hard last night, apparently.”


Sand and salt deposited over Central, 
Malvern and Grand avenues Wednesday night 
were under a blanket of snow early Thursday 


Red Cross teaches 
disaster preparedness


CAITLIN LAFARLETTE
The Sentinel-Record


Even though the winter storm that 
hammered much of Arkansas Wednesday 
has passed and winter is coming to a close, 
the American Red Cross still urges the 
public to stay informed about the weather.


“We are pushing messages to the public 
to stay informed and know what’s coming 
their way,” said Brigette Williams, regional 
communications director of American 
Red Cross.


Williams said Arkansas has skilled 
meteorologists and weather services, 
but downloading Red Cross applications 
can give additional knowledge of winter 
weather. With the Red Cross Tornado 
app, users can listen to radio stations 
broadcasting forecasts across the state, 
view weather radar maps and view and 


report power outages.
The First Aid app addresses the top 20 


emergency situations that can happen to 
a person and how to treat certain injuries, 
such as cuts and burns.


Williams said that, during cold weather, 
the app can inform users how to recognize 
and treat hypothermia.


“With all of these apps, it’s good infor-
mation to look at while the sun is shining 
and you don’t need it,” she said.


Williams said it is important to always 
keep cellphones charged to have access 
to the applications, which have the in-
formation embedded so users don’t need 
cellphone service to access it.


Aside from snow and ice, Williams said 
the Garland County area tends to get hit 
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HAZARDOUS CROSSING: A Garland County road crew clears debris from a low-water bridge Friday afternoon on Brady Moun-
tain Cutoff. Heavy rains Thursday afternoon and early Friday morning caused the flooding.


MANDIE GOBER
The Sentinel-Record


Storm victims are cleaning up debris af-
ter a possible tornado on Thursday damaged 
a number of homes, downed power lines and 
ripped apart trees.


“We saw it coming and had about three 
minutes to seek shelter,” said Billy Vuncan-
non, who lives on Nubbin Ridge Road. “We 
made it to the closet just in time.”


It was his daughter who called to warn 
her parents that the storm was right on top 
of them.


“She called and said that we needed to 
get to a safe place,” said Vuncannon. “She 
had just enough time to stand in our sun-
room and she saw it coming.”


Much of the beauty on Vuncannon’s 
property, which is home to six horses and 
14 head of cattle, was damaged, along with 
a large barn and several horse stables and 
sheds.


“When we were sure the storm had 
passed, we looked out into the kitchen and 


saw the bright sunlight,” said Vuncannon. 
“My wife immediately knew something 
wasn’t right. The backside of our house 
sustained heavy damage. Our sunroom was 
completely gone. Along with the stables and 
60 bales of hay.”


He said it's hard to know where to start. 
The Vuncannons and their family members 
said they have been finding all kinds of 
things on their property from the back of a 
camper shell to teddy bears that were scat-
tered throughout the area.


“So many things that need to be done,” 
he said. “We have been out here working 
for hours hauling off brush and debris from 
everywhere. But we are safe; that is the main 
thing.”


A little farther down the road, Harold 
Thompson and his family are also clearing 
debris, downed trees and power lines.


Thompson said no one was hurt when 
the tornado hit.


“It was real quick,” he said. “All I heard 


FROM STAFF REPORTS
Eliza Gaines, assistant pub-


lisher of the Arkansas Democrat-
Gazette, on Friday was named 
executive editor of The Sentinel-
Record by Walter E. Hussman Jr., 
the newspaper’s publisher and 
CEO of WEHCO Media.


Gaines succeeds Melinda Gas-
saway, who on Friday announced 
her intention to retire Aug. 30 
after 39 and a half years as execu-
tive editor.


Gary Troutman, general man-
ager of The Sentinel-Record, also 
announced the promotion of 
Mark Gregory, the newspaper’s 
managing editor, to the position 
of editor.


“We’re really indebted to Me-
linda for her career here and 39 
and a half years in leadership 
in making The Sentinel-Record
a better newspaper and adding 
tremendous value for our read-
ers,” Hussman said Friday.


“We’re really fortunate to have 
had somebody like Melinda to 
put in that kind of loyalty and 
tenure. That’s the main thing we 
want to emphasize,” he said.


“Also, we’re real excited about 
Eliza coming over to be executive 
editor and having somebody as 
experienced as Mark Gregory to 
work with her and help her and 
put out a great paper.


The Sentinel-Record/Beth Bright


LEADERSHIP CHANGES: Leadership changes were announced Friday at The Sen-
tinel-Record by Gary Troutman, left, general manager. From left are Walter E. Huss-
man Jr., the newspaper’s publisher and CEO of WEHCO Media, Melinda Gassaway, 
the newspaper’s executive editor, who announced her plans to retire effective 
Aug. 30, Eliza Gaines, assistant publisher of the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, who 
will become The Sentinel-Record’s executive editor on Sept. 3, and Mark Gregory, 
managing editor, who will become the newspaper’s editor on Sept. 3.


County begins storm recovery


Gaines named 
executive editor of 
The Sentinel-Record


NEWSPAPER, PAGE 3A


JEFF SMITH
The Sentinel-Record


On the heels of this week’s Memorial Day 
tributes, Hot Springs resident and combat pilot 
Jack Benton turns 90 years old today. On May 2, 
his friend and fellow fighter pilot from Korea, 
Lawrence Alley, celebrated his 90th birthday 
in Douglas, Kan. 


Benton’s son drove him to Douglas to help 
Alley celebrate his birthday, and at that time, 
Alley announced the release of his memoirs, 
“My Generation, 1923-2013: Memoirs of a Ma-
rine Pilot in World War II and Korea.”


Benton flew 50 missions in World War II in 
Douglas SBD dive bombers and 89 in Korea in 
a Douglas Sky Raider. Several of those Korea 
missions are documented in Alley’s book, 


Pilot marks 
90th birthday 
with memoirs


MARK GREGORY
Managing editor


Outages created by a succession 
of storms that moved across Garland 
County Thursday night and early Fri-
day morning could last into Sunday, 
Entergy Arkansas Inc. said.


In Garland County alone, 5,400 
customers were without power as of 
Friday morning, according to Greg 
Asbell, regional manager of customer 
service for Entergy.


“Some of the damage is inside the 
city, but the majority appears to be in 
the county. High winds, fallen trees 
and lightning are the main causes 
of this storm’s power interruptions,” 
Asbell said Friday.


The same storms also produced at 
least one tornado, locally heavy rains 
and subsequent flooding, according 
to National Weather Service reports.


Entergy’s Hydro Operations ac-
tivated the “non-failure high water 


event” portion of its Emergency Action 
Plan at around 11:30 p.m. Thursday.


The plan was deactivated around 
3:30 p.m. Friday, Entergy said in an 
email, after lake levels stabilized and 
releases from Remmel Dam dropped 
below 20,000 cubic feet per second 
of water.


Friday morning, the flow from 
Remmel had reached around 35,200 
cfs, and the U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers halted the release of water 
from Lake Ouachita through Blakely 
Mountain Dam until the high-water 
event ended (see related story).


Entergy’s email said Blakely will 
not make releases until the flow 
release from Remmel drops below 
13,000 cfs.


“We will be monitoring lake levels 
and adjusting flow accordingly. Our 
release schedule should be returning 
to its normal schedule as soon as the 


Entergy: Outages could 
stretch into Sunday


‘Just in time’


DON THOMASON


The Sentinel-Record


Tornadoes and heavy rain that 
swept through western and northern 
Garland County Thursday afternoon 


and night left washed out roads and 
downed trees in their wake.


“We had tornadoes last night, floods 
last night and today, and many roads 
were washed out in the area, ” County 
Judge Rick Davis said Friday morning.


Davis estimated that western Gar-
land County could have had as much as 
6-plus inches of rain during the storm 
period.


Ragweed Valley Road, Old Dallas 
Road, Brady Mountain Road Cutoff, 


and Meyer Creek Road, all in the west-
ern part of the county, had sections of 
the roadway washed away, Davis said.


By early Friday, much of the wa-
ter had started to recede, he said, but 
noted that Big Mazarn Creek on North 


Pearcy Road had about a 4-foot rise in 
the water level between 4:30 a.m. and 
6:30 a.m.


“At 4:30, it wasn’t bad, but at 6:30, it 


Arkansas Democrat-Gazette/Benjamin Krain


VIEW FROM ABOVE: Fallen trees surround the home of Harold Thompson on Nubbin Ridge Road in Pearcy on
Friday. The home was damaged by a possible tornado Thursday night.


Sections of roadways washed away by flood waters
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Residents took shelter in closet
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FALL BACK
Remember to set your 
clocks back one hour.


Bands cap 
marching
season with 
competition


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record


Several area bands will punctuate their 
marching seasons in the 2015 Champion-
ship at the Rock today at War Memorial 
Stadium.


Twenty-two of the best high school 
bands in Arkansas will compete today 
in Little Rock. Participants will include 
marching bands from Lake Hamilton, Lake-
side, Fountain Lake, Arkadelphia and Mal-
vern. Most other local bands closed their 
season in the Arkansas School Band and 
Orchestra Association regional assessment 
Tuesday at Lakeside.


“It’s a really big deal for us,” said Foun-
tain Lake band director Patrick Combs. 


Baron’s Ball 
shifts into 
high gear


BETH BRIGHT
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


SET IN MOTION: Mark Tillman, brother of Baron d’Abila Davis Tillman, hangs a clock on the stage while 
working with a crew of volunteers setting up for the 24th annual Baron’s Ball. The steampunk themed “Rag 
N’ Bone Shoppe of Curiosities” starts at 6 p.m. in Horner Hall at Hot Springs Convention Center.


Baron d’Abila Davis Tillman and his crew of 
volunteers began transforming Horner Hall into a 
Neo-Victorian steampunk “shoppe of oddities” on 
Friday in preparation for the 24th annual Baron’s 
Ball, which starts at 6 p.m. today.


“We’ve been building the sets for about five 
months now,” he said, as the backdrops and 
props on the stage were carefully put in place 
beneath a sign reading “Rag N’ Bone Shoppe of 
Curiosities.”


“It took us that long to collect and borrow 
parts. One of the things that makes steampunk is 
that the more things that have been ‘previously 
enjoyed,’ the better. This is the most elaborate set 
we’ve built.”


Like the gears and steam power that keep things 
moving in the science fiction alternate history that 
is steampunk, the entertainment, Tillman said, fit 
together “like pieces of a puzzle.”


“The cast has been rehearsing at different plac-


Zombie run 
kicks off 
Halloween 
festivities


LINDSEY WELLS
The Sentinel-Record


Rain or shine, Halloween fanatics and run-
ners alike will have the chance to become, or be 
chased by, the walking dead at today’s Zombie 
Fun Run 5K at Cedar Glades Park, 461 Wildcat 
Road, organized by United Way of Garland 
County.


“If it rains, then we’re just going to drip and 
it will make our ‘zombiefication’ look even 
creepier,” said Executive Director Jane Brown-
ing. “Typically, with a race like this, it goes on 
rain or shine. There’s a pavilion out there — a 
large, covered area where the registration will be 
taking place, so if someone really doesn’t want 
to get wet, they can hide out there.”


On-site registration will begin at 7 a.m. for a 


DRIVER TRAPPED


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


Members of the Lake Hamilton Fire Department, LifeNet, Arkansas State Police and Diamondhead police 
work to remove a driver from his vehicle after an accident at 7:45 a.m. Friday on Highway 171 about a 
half mile east of the intersection with Highway 290 near Diamondhead. The driver was traveling east 
toward Malvern when he lost control of his vehicle, which left the roadway to the right and struck at 
least two trees before coming to rest in a culvert. The driver, who was not identified, was transported 
by ambulance to a local hospital.


BETH BRIGHT
The Sentinel-Record


On Dec. 2, 1922, a tragic story of 
unrequited love unfolded at the Jap-
anese Tea Room at 366 Central Ave.


The following day’s edition of The 
Sentinel-Record reported the incident, 
with the headline “Jealousy cause of 
tragedy when youth uses gun.”


Violet Boles, a young waitress 
“well connected in the city,” was shot 
and killed by Elmer Jones without a 
word of warning.


Proprietress Maude Boston stat-
ed that the women in the establish-
ment were in the kitchen preparing 
sandwiches for patrons when Jones 
stepped through the door. Not a word 
was spoken by him, she said. Tapping 
the young woman on the shoulder, a 
pistol was flashed and the man started 
shooting.


In Boston’s account, Boles was ly-
ing on the ground after the first shot, 
and Jones fired two more before turn-
ing the weapon on himself, falling a 
few feet from the victim’s body.


When detectives arrived, it was 
noted the pistol was still in his hand.


“The cause of the tragedy is evi-


Hauntings in 
building stem from 


1920s tragedy


New substation 
ups reliability


DON THOMASON
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


NEW SUBSTATION: An unidentified man works around Entergy Arkansas Inc.’s new Albright Sub-
station on Highway 7 south of Hot Springs on Thursday. The station completes a loop around Garland 
County and provides a backup and an alternative electricity supply path.


A new Entergy Arkansas Inc. substation built along 
Highway 7 south of Hot Springs will provide a loop ser-
vice around Garland County, which the utility has never 
had before.


“We’re going to have a loop feed in here,” Greg Asbell, 
Entergy’s regional manager for customer service, said 
Thursday at the Albright Substation, which is located near 
Lake Hamilton Bible Camp.


“Basically what that does is allow a backup and alter-
native electric supply path. That is what it will do for this 
area,” he said.


Asbell said the substation will allow flexibility for 
scheduled and unscheduled outages, and improve trans-
mission reliability south of Lake Hamilton, which was 
needed in the area.


“It will also add capacity for future growth and provide 
voltage support and overload relief to the other substa-
tions that are connected to this loop. And, it will set this 
area up south of the lake to support economic growth. 
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Hearing set for Naramore 911 recordings suit
DAVID SHOWERS


The Sentinel-Record
A hearing has been sched-


uled for Wednesday at the Gar-
land County Court House to 
address the complaint a Little 
Rock attorney and blogger filed 


in response to the denial of his 
request for recordings of 911 
calls made following the death 
of Circuit Judge Wade Nar-
amore’s son.


Retired Circuit Judge Sam 
Bird will hear Matt Campbell’s 


Arkansas Freedom of Informa-
tion Act complaint against Hot 
Springs Police Chief David Flo-
ry, the custodian of the record-
ings. The chief justice of the 
Arkansas Supreme Court ap-
pointed Bird as a special judge 


Friday after three of the county’s 
circuit judges filed letters of 
recusal Thursday.


The hearing is scheduled 
for 12:45 p.m. in Judge Marcia 
Hearnsberger’s courtroom.


City Attorney Brian Albright 


said he doesn’t have to have his 
formal response to the com-
plaint filed before the hearing, 
but he will present case law 
he said supports his denial of 
Campbell’s Oct. 20 records re-
quest. Albright has 30 days from 


the time Flory is served to file 
a response. He said the quick 
turnaround for a hearing, which 
is scheduled a week after Camp-
bell filed suit Oct. 28, is typical 
for a FOIA case.


NARAMORE, PAGE 3A
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Griffin: 
Lt. gov. 
office is 
important


DON THOMASON
The Sentinel-Record


A vote in the lieutenant governor’s
race in November will not be wasted, U.S.
Rep. Tim Griffin, R-District 2, a candidate
for the position, said Wednesday.


“The first thing I want to communi-
cate with folks is that they should take
seriously voting for the lieutenant gover-
nor. It is an important office, and twice in
the last 22 years the governor came from
that office,” he said during an interview
with The Sentinel-Record.


Griffin will face Democrat John Bur-
khalter and Libertarian Christopher Ol-


Official 
touts 
student 
athletes


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


HOG CALL FOR SUPPORT: Kale Gober, assistant athletic director at the University of Arkansas, speaks 
to the Hot Springs National Park Rotary Club Wednesday at the Arlington Resort Hotel & Spa about the 
accomplishments of student-athletes in recent years on and off the field.


The assistant athletic direc-
tor of the University of Arkan-
sas highlighted the athletic de-
partment’s recent academic and 
competitive accomplishments 
during Wednesday’s meeting of 
the Hot Springs National Park 
Rotary Club.


Kale Gober, assistant athlet-
ic director for development at 
Arkansas, spoke to Rotarians 
Wednesday at the Arlington Re-
sort Hotel & Spa. He previously 
spoke to the club as athletic di-


Water safety stressed 
on last summer holiday


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


SAFETY STRESSED: Amy Shultz, natural resource specialist for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ Lake
Ouachita Field Office, shows a couple of U.S. Coast Guard-approved life jackets and urges all boaters to have
and wear their life jackets as required when out on the water.


Residents and tourists will flock to area 
lakes this weekend to enjoy the last summer 
holiday weekend, and the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers is stressing water safety while 
enjoying the final days of summer.


“This time of year, people become com-
placent because they’ve been on the lakes 
time and again this summer, and they kind 
of let their guard down. They come out here 
for a vacation and kind of leave their brains 
at home,” said Amy Shultz, natural resource 
specialist for the Corps of Engineers’ Lake 
Ouachita Field Office.


“We’ve had a great year so far with zero 
water-related fatalities, and hopefully we 
can make it through Labor Day without any 
accidents,” she said in a news release.


Shultz said the Corps of Engineers asks 
all boaters to make sure they have all the re-
quired safety equipment and life jackets on 
board, and to make sure it is in good shape.


Safety equipment on a boat should in-


clude a Type 4 throwable device to help 
rescue a person who may fall overboard and 
is drowning.


“We have a saying — reach, throw, row, 
don’t go. If someone falls in and is drowning, 
they will be so panicked that they will take 
anyone who goes to them under with them. 
So it’s very important to have something to 
throw, or reach to them, like a boat paddle, 
stick, fishing rod, or a throwable. Don’t go 
in the water after them,” she said Monday.


“Sometimes over the year, life jackets 
are stored in compartments and they get 
rips and tears and aren’t in the shape they 
were in at the beginning of summer. We ask 
that people check the life jackets and make 
sure they are in good serviceable condition,” 
she said.


Life jackets should also be the proper 
size for the person wearing it, Shultz said, 
noting that each U.S. Coast Guard-approved 
life jacket will have a tag in the back show-
ing the size and weight of the people it was 


DON THOMASON
The Sentinel-Record


Forest Service wants to end prescribed fire restriction
DAVID SHOWERS


The Sentinel-Record
The U.S. Forest Service is soliciting 


input on a proposal to lift its restric-
tion on prescribed fire in the Ouachita 
National Forest during county burn 


bans, one of three changes it’s floated 
to the 2005 document that guides its 
management of the 1.8-million acre 
area that covers more than a quarter of 
Garland County.


An Aug. 15 letter presented the pro-


posed amendments to the Land and 
Resource Management Plan. The letter 
states the Ouachita National Forest is 
the only division in the Forest Service’s 
Southern Region with the prescribed 
fire restriction. Removing the limita-


tion would aid in a fuller implemen-
tation of its management plan, which 
allows for prescribed fire to be used on 
as much 180,000 acres a year.


Bill Pell, ONF staff officer for plan-
ning and recreation, said the proposal 


will open up more days for prescribed 
burns that improve habitats and guard 
against wildfires. He said it reins in the 
loose branches, twigs and limbs that 
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Miss Arkansas 
works to keep 
program on track


ALISON B. HARBOUR
The Sentinel-Record


The Miss Arkansas Organization is working to main-
tain the integrity of its scholarship program through its 
decision to try alternate housing for contestants in 2015, 
Kelly Bales, the organization’s board president, said 
Wednesday.


Some members of the local hospitality industry had 
expressed concerns that contestants who traditionally 
had been housed at the Austin Convention Hotel and Spa 
for many years might relocate to the Arkansas School for 
Mathematics, Sciences, and the Arts during the pageant 
in 2015.


“We are hopeful about (the) negotiation with the math 
and science school and we feel this is a very wonderful 
opportunity for our Miss Arkansas contestants who are 
young women between the ages of 17 to 24 who are com-
peting for college scholarships much like students who 
attend band camps, cheerleading camps, football camps, 
chess camps, Odyssey of the Mind camps and are housed 
at other colleges and universities around the state,” Kelly 


Blaze
destroys
business


DON THOMASON
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


BUSINESS DESTROYED: Hot Springs Fire Department firefighters battle a blaze in a metal building on Pond Street 
Wednesday afternoon that destroyed one business and damaged a nearby home.


A business located on Pond Street 
just off Central Avenue was destroyed 
by a fire that spread to a nearby resi-
dence at around 2:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
as firefighters labored for several 
hours in summertime heat and hu-
midity.


The heavy black smoke from the 
fire was visible for miles.


“It was a pretty extensive fire at 
the time we arrived on the scene 
and spread pretty fast throughout 


Home also 
damaged in fire
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Retired judges assigned to serve in Division 
2 Circuit Judge Wade Naramore’s stead since 
September have been paid $44,499 through 
Friday while Naramore has continued to draw 
his $160,000 annual salary, according to the 
Arkansas state auditor’s office.


Naramore hasn’t presided over Division 
2, which is assigned all of Garland County’s 
juvenile cases, since the July 24, 2015, death of 
his 18-month-old son, Thomas. Naramore was 
arrested Feb. 11 on a charge of negligent homi-
cide for leaving the boy in the back seat of a 
hot car. He was pronounced dead at the scene 
with a core body temperature of 107 degrees at 
the time of death, according to the affidavit in 
support of Naramore’s arrest.


The state Supreme Court suspended Nar-
amore with pay Feb. 18 on the recommendation 
of the Arkansas Judicial Discipline and Disabil-
ity Commission.


Special judge payments issued through Fri-
day are for assignments served through July 27. 
According to the state’s Administrative Office 
of the Courts, 16 more assignments are sched-
uled for after July 27. Special judges assigned to 
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REMEMBERING MORRISS


The Sentinel-Record/Corbet Deary


Mountain Pine cheerleader Azyah Shaw and a group of school supporters 
participate in a balloon release Thursday evening in honor of the late Rebecca 
Morriss, former assistant superintendent of Mountain Pine School District. 
The 16th annual Dr. Morriss Memorial Carnival, held Thursday at the school, 
featured bounce houses, games, hot dogs and lemonade at no charge to the 
community. The school hosted an open house and meet-the-teacher activities 
following an annual community meeting.


HSPD 
gains 
five new 
recruits


FROM STAFF REPORTS
The Hot Springs Police De-


partment gained five new of-
ficers earlier this week during 
a swearing-in ceremony with 
Police Chief Jason Stachey, but 
is still accepting applications for 
new recruits.


Each of the officers have 
completed the department’s 
“mini-academy” and graduat-
ed from the Arkansas Law En-
forcement Training Academy 
in Camden after 13 weeks of 
training. They will now each 
begin the field training offi-
cers program, spending about a 
month on each shift with three 
different training officers.


Officer 1st Class Joey Wil-
liams, the HSPD’s community 
relations officer, said Wednes-
day this last part of their train-
ing will last “around 90 or so 
days” and then they will be 
ready to go out on their own on 
the streets.


The deadline to apply to be-
come a police officer this year 
is Friday, Aug. 19, at 4 p.m. Wil-
liams said the department has 
received a few more applica-
tions since earlier this month 
when he had noted it only had a 


Division 2 
special judge 
pay hits $44K


DAVID SHOWERS
The Sentinel-Record


Burn survivors see 
ray of ‘Sunshine’


COLBIE MCCLOUD
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


CAMP SUNSHINE: North Little Rock firefighter Jon Miller, front, left, and Camp 
Sunshine camper Dakota Tindlell, 8, of Perry County, front, right, Zack Smith of 
Jonesboro, back, left, and Hannah Garner, of North Little Rock, ride the Arkansas 
Twister at Magic Springs & Crystal Falls on Friday.


Magic Springs & Crystal 
Falls opened its gates to Camp 
Sunshine on Friday, offer-
ing young burn survivors the 
chance to be like other children.


“Camp Sunshine was de-
signed to help the burn sur-
vivors with their self-esteem. 
When a child has burn scars, 
they are bullied and called 
names. So they have very low 
self-esteem,” said Gretta Wilkin-
son, camp director.


Through a partnership with 
Arkansas Children’s Hospital, 
the Arkansas Professional Fire-
fighters Association formed the 
camp in 1990, bringing together 
Arkansas firefighters and chil-
dren who are burned on 15 per-
cent or more of their bodies in a 


counseling-type setting.
“It gets them together with 


other burn survivors and builds 
self-esteem. They learn how 
to integrate into the communi-
ty without being aware of the 
scars. The community looks at 
them differently, but they should 
be proud of their scars rather 
than be ashamed of the scars,” 
Wilkinson said.


As part of the camp’s 25th 
year in operation, 45 to 50 
campers got an afternoon full 
of swimming and rides at Magic 
Springs. Through fundraising 
events, such as golf tournaments 
and individual donations, APFA 
raises approximately $20,000 to 
$30,000 to pay for the four-day 
camp. Some fire departments, 
like Little Rock and Jonesboro, 


After verbal 
missteps, 
candidate 
blames others


JOSH LEDERMAN
The Associated Press


ERIE, Pa. — It’s the media’s fault. That’s out of 
context. Never said it in the first place.


Donald Trump’s claim Friday that he was mere-
ly being “sarcastic” in accusing President Barack 
Obama of establishing a terrorist group was his 
latest attempt to blame others for the uproar over 
what he says. It’s an instinct that Trump’s oppo-
nents say a president can’t possess. Some Repub-
licans seem to have the same concern.


This time, it followed two days of critical 
headlines and Democratic outrage over Trump’s 


Naramore jury 
selection to begin


DAVID SHOWERS
The Sentinel-Record


As many as 180 people will 
be directed to report for jury 
duty Monday when the neg-
ligent homicide case against 
Division 2 Circuit Judge Wade 
Naramore begins, according 
to the Garland County circuit 
clerk’s office.


The four to five jury panels 
that have been summoned are 
about twice the number that’s 
called for a typical criminal 
trial, according to the clerk’s 
office. As of earlier this week, 
373 of the 432 special-circum-
stance jury questionnaires sent 
to the remaining people in the 
May-September term have been 
returned, the clerk’s office said, 
adding that potential jurors who 
haven’t filled out the survey will 
be asked to do so when they 
arrive Monday.


All 1,200 people selected for 
the May-September term were 
sent general questionnaires. 
Naramore’s attorneys motioned 
the court for a questionnaire 
specific to his trial, calling the 
supplemental layer of vetting a 
necessity in facilitating jury se-
lection amid the media coverage 
the trial has attracted.


“Using a jury questionnaire 
simply expedites the process 
to the extent possible, saving 
the court time and avoiding the 
necessity of asking too many 
repetitive questions and asking 
numerous questions of jurors, 


HSMP accredited by international economic council
STEVEN MROSS
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


MAJOR ACHIEVEMENT: Hot Springs Metro Partnership members Mike Ferguson, accreditation chair, 
left, and Todd Woerpel, 2016 board chair, unveil a banner revealing HSMP’s new accreditation from the 
International Economic Development Council during a news conference Friday morning at The Greater 
Hot Springs Chamber of Commerce office.


The announcement Friday that the Hot 
Springs Metro Partnership has been accredited 
by the International Economic Development 
Council came with multiple bragging rights, 
since the HSMP is the first and only such or-
ganization to be so recognized in Arkansas and 
one of only 49 in the United States.


Mike Ferguson, former HSMP chairman, 
also noted it is one of only three where the 
chamber of commerce and economic devel-
opment entity are “under the same roof” and 
both accredited by their respective national 
organizations.


The Accredited Economic Development 
Organization program is a comprehensive peer 
review process that measures EDOs against 
commonly held standards in the profession. It 
consists of two phases: a documentation review 
and an on-site visit, with each phase designed 
to evaluate information about the structure, 
organization, funding, programs, and staff of 
the candidate.


“The process kind of makes you do things 
that you ought to be doing anyway, but in the 
heat of the battle can sometimes get pushed to 
the back burner,” Jim Fram, HSMP president 


and CEO, said Friday after the announcement.
One primary importance of the distinction 


is if some company or executive “is looking to 
invest or relocate here they can look at that and 
it gives us a big level of validity,” Fram said. “It’s 
a credential we can use in our marketing.”


Michael Langley, the chairman elect of the 
IEDC board and founding CEO of the Minne-
apolis Saint Paul Regional Economic Devel-
opment Partnership, addressed the audience 
gathered at The Greater Hot Springs Chamber 
of Commerce’s office for the announcement 
via Skype from Richmond, Va., to offer his 
congratulations.


A 1971 graduate of Hot Springs High School 
who played on the school’s state championship 
football team that year, Langley said he was 
“honored and thrilled” as “a native son” to share 
the announcement.


“I wanted you to know how proud we are 
of the Hot Springs Metro Partnership and its 
desire to become accredited as an AEDO, a 
program the IEDC council put together back in 
1993,” he said.


He commended “the entire organization and 
its leadership for the tremendous package they 
provided as part of the certification program” 
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The Sentinel-Record/Elisha Morrison


MISS ARKANSAS: Newly crowned Miss Arkansas 2015 Loren McDaniel spoke to members of the 
media in the Wheeler Room of the Hot Springs Convention Center Sunday during her first news 
conference since winning the crown.


Loren McDaniel struggled to hold back tears Sunday 
in the Wheeler Room of the Hot Springs Convention Cen-
ter as she spoke at her first news conference since being 
named Miss Arkansas 2015 Saturday night.


“I am overwhelmed with emotion, excitement, happi-
ness, and disbelief,” she said.


Loren McDaniel named 
Miss Arkansas 2015


LORIEN E. DAHL
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


CROWNING ACHIEVEMENT: Loren McDaniel is crowned as Miss Arkansas 2015 by outgoing Miss 
Arkansas Ashton Campbell, with Miss America Kira Kazantsev, right, during the final night of pageant 
competition Saturday at Bank of the Ozarks Arena.


Van Buren resident and third-
time contestant Loren McDaniel 
took the Miss Arkansas 2015 crown 
and title during ceremonies held Sat-
urday in Bank of the Ozarks Arena.


A 2015 theater major and grad-
uate of University of Arkansas, she 
has plans to earn a Master of Fine 
Arts in the same field. She com-
peted in this year’s state pageant as 
Miss Northwest Arkansas, receiv-
ing not only the win, but also the 
$2,000 Overall Interview Award, 
$500 Service Before Self Award, and 
Children’s Miracle Network Miracle 
Maker Award.


She is the 22-year-old daughter 
of Kevin and Melissa McDaniel of 
Van Buren, who were in attendance 
to watch her win. Her personal plat-


Pageant winner 
‘overwhelmed’ 
after crowning


ELISHA MORRISON
The Sentinel-Record
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HOT LINES


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


An unidentified man recently worked on striping a parking lot in the 500 block of Central 
Avenue as temperatures reached into the 90s. A heat advisory is now in effect from noon 
today until 7 p.m. Tuesday. An afternoon heat index in excess of 105 degrees is expected 
through at least Tuesday according to the National Weather Service. Conditions will remain 
warm at night, with lows only in the mid to upper 70s.


Diplomats: Iran 
announcement 
planned today


GEORGE JAHN
AND MATTHEW LEE


The Associated Press


VIENNA — Negotiators at the Iran nuclear talks 
plan to announce today that they’ve reached a historic 
deal capping nearly a decade of diplomacy that would 
curb the country’s atomic program in return for 
sanctions relief, two diplomats told The Associated 
Press on Sunday.


The envoys said a provisional agreement may 
be reached even earlier — by late Sunday. But they 
cautioned that final details of the pact were still be-
ing worked out. Once it is complete, a formal, final 
agreement would be open to review by officials in 
the capitals of Iran and the six world powers at the 
talks, they said.


Senior U.S. and Iranian officials suggested, howev-
er, there might not be enough time to reach a deal by 
the end of Sunday and that the drafting of documents 
could bleed into today.


All of the officials, who are at the talks in Vienna, 
demanded anonymity because they weren’t autho-
rized to discuss the negotiations publicly.


“We are working hard, but a deal tonight is sim-
ply logistically impossible,” the Iranian official said, 
noting that the agreement will run roughly 100 pages.


The senior U.S. official declined to speculate as 
to the timing of any agreement or announcement but 
said “major issues remain to be resolved.”


Despite the caution, the negotiators appeared to 
be on the cusp of an agreement.


U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry, who on Thurs-
day had threatened to walk away from the negotia-
tions, said Sunday that “a few tough things” remain 
in the way but added “we’re getting to some real 
decisions.”


En route to Mass at Vienna’s gothic St. Stephens 
Cathedral, Kerry said twice he was “hopeful” after a 
“very good meeting” Saturday with Iranian Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif, who had Muslim 
services Friday. The two met again early Saturday 
evening.
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Cuts leave 
treasurer’s 
telephone 
budget short


DAVID SHOWERS
The Sentinel-Record


A special called Finance Committee session is 
scheduled before tonight’s Garland County Quorum 
Court meeting to appropriate money the committee 
cut from the county treasurer’s phone budget during 
last October’s budget session.


The committee reduced telephone line items in 
numerous departments’ 2015 budget requests as a 
result of the Voice over Internet Protocol system the 
county implemented to lower long distance costs 
and use fewer phone lines.


County Treasurer Tim Stockdale’s $2,100 request 
was cut in half to $1,050, leaving $169 to pay the re-
maining six months of phone bills after charges for 
the first half of the year totaled $881.


“Since the Finance Committee chose to cut our 
budget in half, our office only has enough money to 
pay phone bills half way through the year,” Stock-
dale wrote in an email to the committee prior to its 
July 6 meeting. “I need the original amount that I 
requested at the budget meetings so I can pay our 
phone bills through the entire year like I anticipated 
from the beginning.”


The committee asked for an itemization of the 
remaining costs before tabling Stockdale’s $1,050 
appropriation request. According to an email Stock-
dale sent after the meeting, the first six months of 
phone expenses accounted for $529 to AT&T, $270 
for cellphone reimbursements, $12.52 for long dis-
tance and $69.05 for an Internet faxing service his 
office no longer uses.


Stockdale estimated $835 would have to be add-
ed to the telephone line item to cover the final six 
months of expenses.


The special session will also consider a $700 
appropriation to the treasurer’s dues and member-


BUDGET, PAGE 2A


WIMBLEDONWIMBLEDON
SPORTS  PAGE 1B


Djokovic tops Federer in Wimbledon rematch, defends title
DRUG LORDDRUG LORD
WORLD  PAGE 4A
Mexico: Drug lord ‘El Chapo’ Guzman escapes; manhunt begins












Each barn on the backstretch at Oaklawn Park is 
responsible for anywhere from 20-30 horses during the 
meet, but the clockers have their eyes on every one that 
is scheduled to work during morning training hours.


Whether 30 or 300 horses are scheduled for that day, 
Jim Hamilton, Ronnie Morse and Jerry Bish keep track 
of each horse’s times.


A resolution adopted Wednesday by 
the National Park Community College 
Board of Trustees will allow the school 
president to formally oppose a pro-
posed law that would strip the college 
of its authority to restrict the concealed 
carry of guns on campus.


State Rep. Charlie Collins, R-Dis-
trict 84, of Fayetteville, filed House Bill 
1077 two weeks ago. The bill would 
allow faculty and staff at public col-
leges, universities and community col-
leges to possess firearms on campus if 
they have a concealed carry license. A 
similar bill passed two years ago, but 
schools were allowed to opt out.


National Park Community College 
and other state schools have opted 
out each of the past two years. House 
Bill 1077 proposes the removal of the 
opt-out provision for public schools. 
Private schools would still be allowed 
to opt out.


The college’s resolution said the 
board has twice voted unanimously 
against concealed carry at the school 
in the best interest of the campus. The 
resolution also states local law enforce-
ment officials have expressed similar 
opposition in the issue.


Wednesday’s resolution authorizes 
President John Hogan to draft a letter 
to present to the governor’s office “ex-
pressing their sincere concern for the 
general safety and preservation of the 
campus learning environment should 
House Bill 1077 be adopted by the Gen-
eral Assembly.”


“I think the most promising de-
bate is the issue of local control of the 
board,” Hogan said. “That really is the 
bigger issue. You will be legislated to 
not have the authority to address this. 
There is some concern over whether 
that is constitutional or not.”


The college will hold a building 
lockdown drill exercise Friday morning. 
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Suspect faces multiple charges after capture
What began as a gas theft from a local 


school a week ago has ended in multiple 
felony charges for 30-year-old Kenno A. For-
rest, who is accused of assaults on a school 
employee and two deputies, fleeing and theft.


Forrest, who was arrested Tuesday eve-
ning, is charged with first-degree criminal 
mischief, criminal use of a prohibited weap-


on, three counts of fleeing, theft of property 
and three counts of aggravated assault, all fel-
onies punishable by up to six years in prison.


He is also charged with theft by receiving, 
a felony punishable by up to 10 years in pris-
on, and two counts of possession of firearm 
by certain person, a felony punishable by up 
to 20 years in prison.


Forrest is also charged with reckless 
driving, no seat belt and driving on a sus-


pended driver’s license.
He was arraigned Wednesday morning 


via video before District Court Judge David 
Switzer on the charges of no seat belt, reck-
less driving, fleeing in a vehicle, driving on 
a suspended license and theft by receiving. 
He pleaded not guilty, and a felony review 
hearing on those charges is set for March 17. 
Public defender Morse Gist was appointed 
to represent him.


Forrest remained in custody Thursday 
at the Garland County Detention Center on 
zero bond for a parole hold. His bond total is 
$43,500 on the other charges.


He is due in Garland County District 
Court Feb. 3 to be arraigned on the remaining 
charges.


The string of events leading to his arrest 


CAITLIN LAFARLETTE
The Sentinel-Record


Forrest


BETA TALENT


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


Nettleton Junior High School student Sophie Copelin performs a dance routine during special 
talent preliminaries at Bank of the Ozarks Arena on Thursday, the opening day of the sixth annual 
Arkansas Junior Beta Convention. The junior convention concludes today. The 72nd Arkansas 
Senior Beta Convention will be held today and Saturday at the Hot Springs Convention Center.


FLUORESCENT WOLVES


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


Lake Hamilton Junior High cheerleaders lead a cheer Thursday during a black light pep rally in the school gym. The 
junior high teams hosted Benton Thursday night. Lake Hamilton High School will hold a pep rally today. The Wolves 
will be at home again tonight against El Dorado, with activities beginning at 5 p.m.


NPCC to oppose 
concealed carry law


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record


ORGANIZATION OF THE YEAR


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


Bryan Smith, right, outgoing chairman of the board of The Greater Hot Springs Cham-
ber of Commerce, and Christi Batts, second from right, present Oaklawn Foundation 
representatives Darrell Meyer and Kerry Lockwood Owen with the Organization of the 
Year Award on Jan. 22 during the chamber’s 2015 annual Meeting & Awards Banquet 
held in Horner Hall at the Hot Springs Convention Center.


Oaklawn voted 
best racino
in Mid-South


BETH BRIGHT
The Sentinel-Record


The readers of Southern Gaming and Destinations 
magazine recently voted Oaklawn Racing & Gaming as 
Best Racetrack/Racino in the Mid-South.


The recognition couldn’t have come at a better time, 
according to Oaklawn’s general manager, Eric Jackson.


“We’re very proud and we’re very surprised, espe-
cially when we talk about our situation,” he said. “Our 
situation being that we are still very new on the gaming 
side and that we’re in a much smaller market. We’re not 
a full casino and when you consider we were up against 
establishments in much larger markets with bigger fa-
cilities, it really reflects well on our staff and the level 
of service we work very hard to provide.


“Not only that, but this also reflects well on our rac-
ing side, as this was the award for best racino.”


Oaklawn opened for its 111th live race meet on Jan. 
15, six days after the meet was scheduled to open, and 


Clockers keep tabs on 
horses’ workouts


BETH BRIGHT
The Sentinel-Record


EDITOR’S NOTE: A successful live race meet at Oaklawn Park 
depends on hundreds of employees working a variety of jobs, 
from making sure the horses are ready to run to ensuring that 
customers have a memorable day at the races. The Sentinel-
Record today continues its weekly series spotlighting the 
workers who make Oaklawn a success.
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Property 
owner may 
raze Wade 
building


DON THOMASON
The Sentinel-Record


The owner of the Wade Clinic Build-
ing said Thursday it would be cheaper to 
demolish the building than to bring it into 
compliance with what he calls “unreasonable 
codes.”


“We have no interest in wanting to have 
to tear it down, but the city is forcing us to 
make that decision,” said Morin M. “Monty” 
Scott Jr., president of SouthWest Hotels Inc., 
owner of the building at 231 Central Ave., 
adjacent to the Arlington Resort Hotel & Spa.
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Funeral 
home causes 
anguish for 
area family


CAITLIN LAFARLETTE
The Sentinel-Record


Funerals are emotion-filled events that are sup-
posed to allow a final farewell to a loved one, but a 
local woman says the cremated remains she has yet 
to receive from Jacksonville’s Arkansas Funeral Care 
many not even belong to her mother, who died last 
year.


“It’s a real, I think, atrocious situation,” says her 
attorney, Q. Byrum Hurst, of Hot Springs.


Hurst, who represents Sueann Williams and her 
son, Joel Wilt Jr., plans to file a complaint in Garland 
County Circuit Court asking that the remains be tested 
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Storms rake Garland County
DAN MARSH


The Sentinel-Record
A line of thunderstorms that produced 


possible tornadoes Thursday afternoon dam-
aged numerous structures and downed trees 
in western Garland County.


Funnel clouds were reported by several 
sources around 3:30 p.m. Thursday, but no 
injuries were reported by the Garland County 
Sheriff’s Department.


One area of damage, Nubbin Ridge Road 
at the intersection of Ballard Road, was just 
west of an area that was struck by a tornado 
in April 2011.


At 3:51 p.m., National Weather Service 
Doppler radar indicated a severe thunder-
storm capable of producing a tornado located 
10 miles south of Lake Ouachita, moving 
northeast at 30 mph.


At 5:10 p.m., Garland County was placed 
under a flash flood warning until 8 p.m. due 
to heavy rainfall from numerous systems 
moving through the county, and reports of 1 
to 3 inches of rain in a two-hour period.


By 6 p.m., Entergy Arkansas Inc.’s website 
was reporting 3,274 outages as a result of the 
initial round of storms that moved through 
Garland County.


Entergy posted the following statement 
about the damage:


“Due to the thunderstorms along with 
the high winds that have and continue to 
move through the area we are experienc-
ing numerous outages. Entergy personnel 
are working to restore service as quickly 
as safely possible. At this time, we estimate 
that all service will be restored by May 30 
at 11 p.m. The estimated time of restoration 
could change as all damage assessments are 
completed or if other storm activity results 


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record


The Lake Hamilton and Jes-
sieville school districts took ac-
tion to shelter students, faculty, 
staff and others in the community 
during the storms that hit Garland 
County on Thursday.


A tornado warning reached 
Pearcy first in southwest Garland 
County. Students began boarding 
school buses at 3:05 p.m., but dis-
trict officials received notification 
of a tornado warning soon after 
and immediately decided to re-
move students from the buses.


Superintendent Steve Anderson 
said LHSD Commissioned Security 
Officer Robert Sorenson and Direc-
tor of Support Services Jeff Britt 
monitored the situation with him.


“Mr. Sorenson and Mr. Britt 
handled the situation very well,” 
Anderson said.


Anderson said some parents 
picked up their children and some 
others joined school faculty and 
students in safe areas, but he said 
there was not a rush of parents at 
the schools.


Students and faculty at Lake 
Hamilton Primary School took 
shelter in the district’s only safe 
building. Students at the district’s 
other schools were taken to their 
safest locations.


Anderson said all actions taken 
were for precautionary reasons. He
reported that the area around the 
schools saw rain and lightning, but
no high winds or tornado activity.


SEAN MURPHY
The Associated Press


OKLAHOMA CITY — At least two tornadoes touched 
down in Oklahoma and another hit Arkansas on Thursday 
as a powerful storm system moved through the middle of the 
country. At least nine injuries were reported. 


The National Weather Service reported two tornadoes on 
the ground near Perkins and Ripley in north central Oklahoma 
and another west of Oden, Ark. 


Seven people were injured in tornadoes in Arkansas. Two 
other injuries were attributed to lightning strikes in that state. 
Lightning was also believed to have started a fire at a residen-
tial complex in northwestern Indiana.


Arkansas Emergency Management spokesman Tommy 
Jackson said first responders were having trouble reaching 


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


PICKING UP THE PIECES: Family and friends sift through the remains of a home on Nubbin Ridge Road just west of Ballard Road, located off Old Dallas Road,
on Thursday.


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


STORM DAMAGE: Firefighters with 70 West Fire Department cut a tree out of the roadway on Ballard Road, located off Old Dallas 
Road, after severe storms ripped through the area on Thursday afternoon.


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


AFTERMATH: Emergency personnel work near the scene of storm damage on Nubbin Ridge Road at the intersection of Ballard Road, located
off Old Dallas Road, on Thursday.
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A probe by the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment has revealed a pattern of 
non-compliance with federal regu-
lations by the Hot Springs Housing 
Authority, including allegedly im-
proper credit card charges for car 


washes and trips to liquor stores.
Alleged improper credit card 


expenses found by a HUD sam-
pling of a limited number of credit 
card statements include charges to 
two different liquor stores totaling 
$130.02 in 2012 and 2013, a movie 
charge at Rio All Suites Hotel and 
Casino on Feb. 14, Tobacco Town 


on Feb. 10, four purchases from 
Apple iTunes, a $42.44 charge at 
Fast Track Car Wash in 2010, a total 
of 27 purchases at two other car 
washes, and 51 purchases at local 
restaurants, according to an April 10 
letter from Johnny Wooley, director 
of the Little Rock HUD office to Al 
Carney, chairman of the housing 


authority’s board of commissioners.
Wooley also said that $175,000 in 


Disaster Housing Assistance Pay-
ments can’t be accounted for, and 
were apparently co-mingled with 
other housing authority accounts.


Federal agents executed a search 
warrant on the housing authority 
offices in late March and removed 


several boxes of documents.
Wooley said in the letter that 


HUD has “serious concerns about 
the leadership and management” of 
the Hot Springs Housing Authority, 
and has received numerous com-
plaints in the last two years.


“Research into these complaints 


About 300 Lakeside Middle School 
students, teachers and parents enjoyed 
a field trip to Lake Ouachita on Friday 
and took in educational programs from 
park rangers.


Sixth-grade students at Lakeside 
visited Lake Ouachita for the second 
straight year. The class took a field trip 
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HUD probe reveals improper charges
DON THOMASON


The Sentinel-Record
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Lakeside 
students 
visit Lake 
Ouachita


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


SNAKE LESSON: Lakeside Middle School sixth-grader Calvin Ward, right, touches a snake 
held by U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Park Ranger Amy Shultz, left, during a program at 
Avery Recreation Area on Friday. About 300 students, teachers and parents visited Lake 
Ouachita on Friday. Ward’s teacher Amy Simmons, back, took photographs during the event.


Congregation 
House of Israel 
to mark Passover


BETH BRIGHT
The Sentinel-Record


The Congregation House of 
Israel will observe Passover on 
Monday, what Rabbi Richard 
Chapin considers the greatest 
Jewish family holiday of the 
year.


“The Passover narrative is 
written for young people, and 
the Passover observance is both 
entertaining for them, but also a 
very serious reminder each year 
that as Israel was redeemed we 
have to be redeemed as well,” 
Chapin said.


The festival commemorates 
the Israelites’ exodus from 
Egypt as told in the Book of 
Exodus. God helps the Israelites 
escape from slavery, inflicting 10 
plagues on the Egyptian people.


The slaughter of the Egyp-
tian first-born children marks 
the final plague, after which the 
Pharaoh releases the enslaved 
Israelites. God told the Israel-
ites to mark the doorways of 
their homes with the blood of 
a spring lamb, to which the An-
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Oaklawn Park Oaklawn Park 
to close season to close season 


with meet’s with meet’s 
biggest eventbiggest event


Dates change, but three Saturdays get circled on many 
calendars in Arkansas homes.


Starts of Razorback football and modern-gun deer 
seasons and the end of racing at Oaklawn Park generate 
excitement in all corners of the state. The University of 
Arkansas has played football longer than Oaklawn has 
existed and deer have roamed the woods even longer, yet 
crowds at Razorback games fluctuate in direct proportion 
to the team’s success and some years the deer harvest is 
larger than in others.


The Arkansas Derby, on the other hand, remains 
something to see and Derby Day at Oaklawn a place to 
be seen. Competing against a Razorback football scrim-
mage, a record crowd today is unlikely, but at what other 
racetrack could anyone say that “only” 60,000 or so con-
gregated on its biggest day?


The late Bob Holthus won his second Arkansas Der-
by in 2006 with Lawyer Ron before an Oaklawn record 
crowd of 72,484. A nine-time Oaklawn training champion 
who began saddling horses locally in the 1950s, Holthus 
said humbly that “it seemed like everyone in the grand-
stand wished me luck.”


Oaklawn’s richest race, worth $1 million, is also its 
oldest, inaugural winner Holl Image claiming $4,110 of the 
$5,000 purse in 1936. Today’s 78th renewal (the race was 
not held in 1945 because of wartime restrictions) is worth 
$1 million, equaling the largest purse for a Kentucky Der-
by prep race. Oaklawn is one of the few racing centers 
that closes a season with its biggest event, its three-week 
spacing between the Arkansas Derby and Kentucky Der-
by paying off handsomely for the host track in terms of 
national prestige.


Other tracks have produced more recent Kentucky 
DERBY, PAGE 5A
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On April 1, at 99 years of age, 
jockey and trainer Frank Kurinec 
returned to Oaklawn Park.


Kurinec still remembers every 
horse he ever worked with as a jock-
ey and trainer, and like the majority 
of those in the business, he had 
quite the life on the racetrack.


“West Shores sponsors a race 
each year and we take our residents 
out to watch,” said Karen Burchell, a 
fellow trainer who now works close-
ly as Kurniec’s caregiver, bonding 
over their common interests and 
swapping stories of their race days. 
“A lot of his friends showed up and 
they arranged to carry him down to 
the paddock area. People were stop-
ping him to say ‘hello’ so much we 
almost couldn’t get through.”


Born and raised in St. Louis, Ku-


rinec never rode a horse until he 
first got on the racetrack. He never 
went to high school and said he’s 
self-taught in everything he knows.


“When I was a youngster, I made 
money carrying ice that weighed 
more than me,” he said. “When I 
started racing, I weighed 85 pounds 
and I was probably 15 or 16 (years 
old) then.


“I lived across the street from the 
firehouse there in St. Louis and the 
firemen were real good to us kids, 
watching out for us. So one day, one 
of them was telling me ‘You ever 
thought about being a jockey?’ and 
he went right across the street and 
got me a job. I won a lot of races in 
Texas and Omaha. I’ve been to every 
track in the country, I bet.”


Kurinec started as a jockey at 


A special called meeting of the 
Garland County Quorum Court Fi-
nance Committee on Monday night 
will revisit its endorsement of a 
leadership position being added to 
the new Garland County Detention 
Center’s chain of command.


The committee approved Chief 
Deputy of Corrections Mark Cham-
berlain’s appropriation request last 
Monday night for an operations cap-
tain overseeing duties not directly 
related to security. He told JPs that 
the salary and benefits would come 
from the operation and maintenance 
fund, which is the recipient of the 


permanent three eighths-cent sales 
tax that’s been collected since April 
2013.


Monday night’s meeting agenda 
indicates the position will be added 
to the inmate-fee supported mainte-
nance and operation budget, which 
is primarily derived from booking 
fees. Chamberlain declined to com-
ment on the funding source shift, 
saying he wanted to wait until after 
the quorum court meets Monday 
night.


The meeting agenda also shows 
the $59,534 salary and more than 
$21,000 in benefits proposed for the 
job when it initially came before the 


Debris from the “yellow brick 
building” of the Majestic Hotel 
complex that has covered the side-
walk along Park Avenue since it 
burned on Feb. 27, 2014, was finally 
removed on Friday.


Representatives from the Ar-


kansas Department of Environ-
mental Quality inspected the area 
Wednesday and determined side-
walk debris did not contain any 
asbestos-laden material.


City officials accepted bids from 
five contractors late Wednesday 
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79th running of the 


1. The Truth Or Else


6. American Pharoah  (1-2 favorite)6. American Pharoah  (1-2 favorite)2. Mr. Z


7. Far Right3. Bridget’s Big Luvy 8. Win the Space


4. Made From Lucky


5. Bold Conquest


Grade 1 
Arkansas Derby


Eleventh race
$1 million purse


3-year-olds
9 furlongs


Last year’s 
winner: Danza


Before the final March race of the Oaklawn Park season, 
Ron Moquett was asked to estimate the field size of the 
79th Arkansas Derby 13 days off.


“I really don’t know,” he said. “If I didn’t have a horse in 
the race I probably could tell you everything about it. But 
since I do, I’m only thinking about my horse and can’t tell 
you much about the others.”


When eight entered the race Wednesday, Moquett 
vowed to know every nuance, every quirk about the others 
before post time. Meanwhile, he wishes good luck for all, 
especially Far Right, the Notional ridgling he trains for 
Harry Rosenblum, of Little Rock, and Robert LaPenta.


“I want the best horse to win … and from that point I 
hope it’s ours,” Moquett said on a National Thoroughbred 
Racing Association teleconference Tuesday. “If it’s not, I 
want everybody to come back good and let’s try it again … 
next time we hook up.”


Moquett is one of many pointing for the May 2 Ken-
tucky Derby at Churchill Downs, the race everyone in the 
sport wants to win. Far Right stamped himself as a Derby 
contender with two Oaklawn stakes victories, both with 
Hall of Fame jockey Mike Smith aboard. Smith, the 2005 
Kentucky Derby-winning rider of Giacomo and twice vic-


Arkansas-owned 
horse challenges 


champion
BOB WISENER


Sports editor


ARKANSAS DERBY, PAGE 5A


Rubble removed 
from sidewalk 
outside Majestic


DON THOMASON
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


RUBBLE REMOVAL: Willias Smith, of W.J. Excavating and Demo Inc., clears rubble from 
the sidewalk along Park Avenue in front of the “yellow brick building” of the Majestic Hotel 
complex, which burned on Feb. 27, 2014.


Operations captain 
proposed for new 
detention center


DAVID SHOWERS
The Sentinel-Record


Second 
suspect 
arrested


CAITLIN LAFARLETTE
The Sentinel-Record


A local man who called in a 
disturbance with a gun Thurs-
day morning that led to a brief 
standoff at a Higdon Ferry Road 
apartment complex was also 
arrested and charged with ag-
gravated assault, police say.


STANDOFF, PAGE 3AMAJESTIC, PAGE 7A


CAPTAIN, PAGE 3A


World’s oldest jockey 
reflects on life at track


BETH BRIGHT
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Beth Bright


FOND MEMORIES: Longtime jockey and 
trainer Frank Kurinec holds a photo from his 
time as a trainer at Oaklawn in the early 1940s 
on Friday. Kurinec is believed to be the oldest 
jockey in the world, at 99 years old.JOCKEY, PAGE 3A
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Ready to run, Clinton to announce 2016 bid on Sunday
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Man shot by police had much to celebrate in recent months












A more than six-month investi-
gation concluded Thursday when 
Division 2 Circuit Judge Wade Nar-
amore was arrested on a negligent 
homicide charge in the July 24, 
2015, death of his 18-month-old son, 
Thomas.


A Garland County Sheriff’s De-
partment news release said Hot 


Springs police brought Naramore, 
36, to the county detention center 
at 11:33 a.m. to be booked on the 
Class A misdemeanor punishable 
by up to one year in jail. He was 
released on a $5,000 bond at 11:41 
a.m. and is scheduled to appear in 
Garland County Circuit Court on 
Feb. 23.


Special Prosecutor Scott Elling-


A Hot Springs man was struck 
by a vehicle shortly after 11:30 p.m. 
Wednesday while crossing Central 
Avenue in front of Oaklawn Rac-
ing & Gaming, 2705 Central Ave., 
but witnesses’ statements varied on 
whether he was in a crosswalk.


Emma Howell, 56, of Hot Springs, 
was driving southbound approach-
ing the Central Avenue and Higdon 
Ferry Road intersection when she 
struck Humberto Calva, 49, of Hot 
Springs, according to an accident 
report.


Howell said Calva was crossing 
the street approximately 10 feet from 
the crosswalk near the Crosswalk 


Bar and that initially she did not see 
him. Howell applied her brakes, but
her front bumper struck Calva. He 
was found lying 5 feet away from 
the vehicle.


A witness said Howell was driv-
ing southbound in front of the Fron-
tier Club when she struck Calva. The 
witness advised she was not able to 
see if Calva was walking in the cross-
walk when the collision occurred.


Two other witnesses, one stand-
ing outside of Crosswalk Bar work-
ing security and another that was 
walking between the Frontier and 
Crosswalk Bar, said they saw Calva 
crossing in the crosswalk when the 


Retired judges assigned to serve in Division 2 
Circuit Judge Wade Naramore’s stead have been paid 
$15,539 through Wednesday while Naramore has con-


tinued to draw his $160,000 annual salary, according 
to the Arkansas state auditor’s office.


An arrest warrant charging the judge with negli-
gent homicide in the death of his 18-month-old son, 
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Judge Naramore arrested for son’s death
$15K spent on special judges


DAVID SHOWERS
The Sentinel-Record


Estell enters
guilty plea
for infamous 
jail escape 


STEVEN MROSS
The Sentinel-Record


His escape from custody drew national attention in 
2013 and prompted a monthlong manhunt, but Derrick 
Glenn Estell’s guilty plea in connection 
with his jailbreak was handled quickly 
late Wednesday afternoon, avoiding a 
trial set to begin Thursday morning in 
Garland County Circuit Court.


Estell, 36, appeared before Judge 
Marcia Hearnsberger with his 
court-appointed attorney, Mark Frais-
er, and pleaded guilty to second-degree 
escape and was sentenced to 40 years 
in prison, to run concurrently with a federal prison 
sentence he is already serving on prior charges.


TOTAL LOSS


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


A mobile home at 102 Sequoyah Loop was a total loss after fire broke out around 10 a.m. Thursday, Piney Fire Department Chief Tim McDorman 
said. No one was injured in the blaze, he said, but a number of dogs died in the fire, which is still under investigation.


Naramore JUDGES, PAGE 2A


Estell


ROLLOVER ACCIDENT


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


Personnel from the Hot Springs police and fire departments work the scene of a two-vehicle accident Thursday between a 
Honda Accord and Buick Lacrosse. The Buick flipped onto its side in the ditch after the driver reportedly veered right in an 
attempt to avoid colliding with the rear of a stopped Honda Accord. The driver of the Buick was transported to a local hospital.


Last officer death 
20 years ago today


COLBIE MCCLOUD
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/File photo


LINE OF DUTY: Hot Springs police 
Officer Chris Anderson died from two 
gunshot wounds 20 years ago today. 
He was the last law enforcement 
officer killed in the line of duty in 
Garland County.


Today marks 20 years since 
the last law enforcement offi-
cer, Chris Anderson of the Hot 
Springs Police Department, was 
killed in the line of duty in Gar-
land County.


Anderson was killed by two 
gunshot wounds as he attempt-
ed to serve a routine traffic vio-
lation warrant on Eric Thrower 
at a home on Lafayette Street.


More than a thousand police 
officers from 45 departments 
across Arkansas, many of them 
in full-dress uniform with black 
tape across their badges, filled 
the former Hot Springs Conven-
tion Auditorium for his funeral.


“The Family Man,” a poem 
by Anderson’s daughter, Aman-
da, who was 16 at the time, be-
came the eulogy:


He is a man that taught us the 
love of life,
OFFICER DEATH, PAGE 4A


Pedestrian struck 
in front of Oaklawn


FROM STAFF REPORTS


SINGLE FILE
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Langston 
Aerospace and 
Environmental 


Studies Magnet 
School students 


return to class 
midday on 


Thursday after 
they were evacu-
ated due to a re-
port of smoke on 
campus. A small 
fire was caused 
by an electrical 
vent fan in a re-
stroom. The Hot 
Springs Fire De-


partment quickly 
responded to 


the school, con-
tained the fire 


and investigated 
for other issues.


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen PEDESTRIAN, PAGE 6A
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With FBI ring tightening, last Oregon occupiers give up












Four fires in less than a week 
have destroyed three homes, dis-
placed at least seven persons, and 
destroyed or damaged two vacant 
structures.


The latest fire occurred around 
8:38 a.m. Friday at 104 Noxon St., 
where Hot Springs Fire Depart-
ment firefighters found a shed fully 
involved when they arrived. A fire 
department report said that the fire 
spread from the shed to an adjacent 
vacant structure at the rear of the 
shed and the owner of the property, 
Judy Ladd, 71, was evacuated for 
safety concerns.


Hot Springs Fire Marshal Tom 
Braughton said three engine com-
panies and one truck company com-
prised of a total of 11 firefighters, 
and four administrative and support 
personnel fought the fire.


Braughton said the fire origi-


nated at the rear wall of the shed,
but the exact cause was still unde-
termined late Friday. Once the fire
was extinguished, Ladd was able to
re-enter her home, which had no
damage, Braughton said.


On Sunday, a home at 206 Goose
Pond Road, located off Highway
5 north, was destroyed in a fire
that began around 3:25 a.m., said
Fountain Lake Fire Department As-
sistant Chief Steve Sawyer. James
Klink, Tammy Muncrief, and Klink’s
daughter, Adriana, were not at
home at the time of the fire.


Living accommodations, along
with funds for clothes and food,
were provided by the Red Cross,
according to Tom Qualls, disas-
ter program manager for the Red
Cross Arkansas Region southwest
territory. The cause of the fire was
undetermined, Sawyer said.


Around noon Sunday, a fire


The Lakeside School District announced 
a program on Friday that will enable high 
school students to earn up to 66 hours of 
college credit and an associate degree by the 
time they graduate.


The district hosted students, parents and 
visitors for Friday’s announcement in the 
Lakeside High School auditorium. Many lo-
cal legislators and elected officials were also 
in attendance.


“I can’t even explain how excited I am,” 
said Superintendent Shawn Cook. “I can’t 
get the smile off my face. Just think about the 
opportunities we are going to give our kids.”


Carla Mouton, president of the school 
board, said she had previously spoken with 
Cook about the concept of the program. 
They expected the process to take several 
years before it could be made possible.


“Because of the relationship that we have 
with Garland County’s great treasure, Na-
tional Park Community College, and the 
alignment of the stars and the heavens, ev-
erything came together a lot more quickly 
than we anticipated,” Mouton said.


The Lakeside Legacy Program will work 
in conjunction with the college. School of-
ficials are in the process of checking which 
other universities will accept the hours as 
transfer credits. The University of Arkansas 
in Fayetteville will currently accept the hours 
students will be able to earn.


The program will begin in the upcoming 
fall semester. Students will be able to earn 
the college credit hours on campus at Lake-
side with the same teachers in many of the 
same courses at no extra cost.


The school currently offers the chance for 
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Shed blaze becomes 
fourth fire in a week


DON THOMASON
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


SHED BURNED: A Hot Springs Fire Department firefighter surveys the scene of 
a fire Friday morning at 104 Noxon St. No one was injured in the blaze.


Lakeside program to allow students to earn college credits
JAY BELL


The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Beth Bright


LAKESIDE LEGACY: Su-
perintendent Shawn Cook 
speaks about the Lakeside 


Legacy Program during 
an assembly on Friday. 
The program will allow 


Lakeside students to earn 
up to 66 hours of college 
credit and an associate’s 
degree by the time they 


graduate high school. The 
program will be offered 
in conjunction with Na-
tional Park Community 


College. The college was 
represented, from left, 


by President John Hogan, 
Executive Vice President 


Gordon Watts and Connie 
Poteet, concurrent credit 


coordinator.


Local schools 
on lockdown 
for manhunt


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


MOVING INTO POSITION: Members of the Garland County Sheriff’s Department Tactical Response Team move down Spring Street 
near Cutter Morning Star Elementary School Friday after a suspect fled from deputies and prompted a multi-agency manhunt.


A suspect who was being 
sought after allegedly shoot-
ing at a Fountain Lake School 
District employee who pursued 
him off campus following a theft 
later rammed a deputy’s patrol 
unit and caused a lockdown at 
two other schools after fleeing 
into nearby woods.


The suspect, who was not 
identified, was still at large Fri-
day evening following a massive 
manhunt around Cutter Morn-
ing Star School that involved 
multiple agencies, including the 
Garland County Sheriff ’s De-
partment, Hot Springs Police 
Department, a helicopter and 
troopers from Arkansas State 
Police, the Arkansas Game and 
Fish Commission, National Park 
Service, the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, and the Arkansas 
Department of Correction.


The Lakeside School District 
also issued a lockdown after 
the suspect fled from Garland 
County sheriff’s deputies near 
Cutter Morning Star.


The day-long incident be-
gan at the Fountain Lake School 
District when an employee dis-
covered the suspect stealing gas 
from the bus barn around 5:30 
a.m. Friday.


According to a news release 
from Fountain Lake Superin-
tendent Darin Beckwith, the 
employee followed the suspect 
several miles down Highway 7 


and called the Garland County 
Sheriff’s Department. In a sher-
iff ’s department news release, 
Investigator Scott Hinojosa said 
the employee stated the suspect 
fired shots at him after they left 
the campus.


Hinojosa said Garland Coun-
ty sheriff’s deputies located the 
suspect’s vehicle in the 2800 
block of Spring Street shortly 
after 9 a.m. At that time, the sus-
pect attempted to hit deputies 
on scene with his vehicle and 
shots were fired at the suspect, 
the release said. The suspect 
then struck a sheriff ’s depart-
ment vehicle, and wrecked his 
own near Cutter Morning Star 
and fled on foot.


The various agencies as-
sisted sheriff’s deputies in the 
manhunt that surrounded Cut-
ter Morning Star. ADC canine 
units were brought to the scene 
and the state police helicopter 
searched the area from the air.


As the search continued 
through the early afternoon, 
Cutter Morning Star remained 
on lockdown, but transitioned 
to a soft lockdown after a SWAT 
team cleared the buildings 
shortly before 2 p.m., according 
to the school district’s website.


Superintendent Nancy An-
derson said the SWAT team 
members said they believed 
the students were safe but they 
were just being cautious.


“A lot of what we did today 


Suspect 
arrested 
in shooting 
homicide


A Mountain Pine man was arrested 
early Friday morning and 
charged with second-de-
gree murder in the shoot-
ing death of a Hot Springs 
man.


Matthew Lashawn 
Babb, 28, was arrested fol-
lowing a short manhunt 
after Nicholas Rodriquez, 
21, was found dead at a 
residence at 1215 Hobson Ave., around 
12:05 a.m.


DON THOMASON
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


SUSPECT 
TRACKED: A mem-
ber of a canine unit 
from the Arkansas 
Department of Cor-
rection uses a blood-
hound on East Grand 
Avenue to track a 
suspect involved in 
an incident with a 
Garland County sher-
iff’s deputy on the 
Cutter Morning Star 
School campus.


CAITLIN LAFARLETTE
The Sentinel-Record
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A state directive compelling county 
extension offices to solicit more money 
from their respective county govern-
ments will bring the staff chair for the 
Garland County Cooperative Extension 
Service before the quorum court to-
night.


Jimmy Driggers, who is also the 
office’s agriculture agent, requested 
a $40,700 increase from the Garland 
County Quorum Court Finance Com-
mittee last week for 2016 operations. 
According to information Driggers pro-
vided the committee, the county has 
contributed $79,269 annually since 2002.


Martha Ray Sartor, assistant direc-
tor-county operations for the University 
of Arkansas Cooperative Extension Ser-
vice, said the county share of a funding 
formula that includes state and feder-


al contributions hasn’t changed since 
2002.


“That’s the last time we got an in-
crease from county government,” she 
said. “We haven’t been back to ask for 
money. A few counties have automati-
cally given more money, but that’s the 
exception and not the rule.”


The Garland County share contrib-
utes to personnel expenses, costs Sartor 
said higher employer health insurance 
contributions have increased.


“Health insurance costs, M and O 
costs and everything to do with run-
ning a county extension office have 
gone up,” she said. “The funding plan 
needs to be adjusted, so we’ll be able to 
keep the same number of staff in every 
office. We’re committed to working 
with our county extension offices to 
have the best program possible for the 
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SEA OF MAGIC: Children on a YMCA field trip surround magician Maxwell Blade for a photo opportu-
nity, while holding up pictures of him given to each attendee of his show that day. Blade will celebrate 
20 years of performing feats of illusions in Hot Springs on Aug. 28.


On a sweltering August afternoon 
in downtown Hot Springs, a stream of 
children poured out of Maxwell Blade’s 
Theater of Magic, gathering on the side-
walk to have a group photo taken with 
the magician they’d just seen perform. 
Each clutched an autographed image of 
Blade and every visible face appeared lit 
with an excitement from within.


Celebrating 20 years of wowing 
crowds in the Spa City this month, it’s 
that audience reaction that drew Blade 


Shazam! 
Maxwell Blade 


celebrates 2 decades 
of Spa City magic


Minutes of 
silence, march 
mark Ferguson 
anniversary


JIM SALTER
AND JIM SUHR


The Associated Press
FERGUSON, Mo. — One year after the shooting 


that cast greater scrutiny on how police interact with 
black communities, the father of slain 18-year-old 
Michael Brown led a march in Ferguson, Missouri, 
on Sunday after a crowd of hundreds observed 4½ 
minutes of silence.


Those who gathered to commemorate Brown be-
gan their silence at 12:02 p.m., the time he was killed, 
for a length of time that symbolized the 4½ hours 


BIRTH OF AN ARTIST


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


Artist Nicholas 
Oates, above, left, 


and his brother, 
Brandon, both 


of Center Ridge, 
browse the art on 
display Saturday 


evening at the Hot 
Springs Convention 


Center during the 
Birth of an Artist 


event. Alijah Yancy, 
4, of Hot Springs, 


right, examines 
his artwork during 


the event, which 
benefited Cutwell 4 
Kids, a nonprofit or-
ganization for chil-


dren ages 4-12. The 
hands-on program 
allows children to 


play while learning.


State extends 
application 
period for 
shelters


DAVID SHOWERS
The Sentinel-Record


The state reopened the acceptance period for 
storm shelter rebate applications Aug. 4, contra-
dicting an earlier announcement that said it had 
stopped accepting applications as of July 1 for the 
program that partially reimburses the cost and 
installation of storm shelters.


The reversal owes to the Arkansas Depart-
ment of Emergency Management receiving nu-
merous applications for storm shelters installed 
before June 30, according to an ADEM news 
release. Last month, ADEM representatives said 
applications received during the 2015 fiscal year, 
which ran from July 1, 2014, to last June 30, ex-
hausted the $1.25 million appropriated from the 
Governor’s Disaster Fund for the program’s fiscal 
year 2016 funding.


The imbalance between available funds and 
application submissions led the governor, at the 
recommendation of ADEM, to discontinue the 
program, according to the release.


Only storm shelters installed on or before 
June 30 are eligible for the extended application 
period, which runs through Jan. 29, 2016. ADEM 
representatives said last month that 1,939 of the 
2,781 applications received during the last fiscal 
year had yet to be processed.


A similar backlog caused by the receipt of 
1,517 applications in fiscal year 2011 and 1,367 
in fiscal years 2012 suspended the program in 
fiscal year 2013. With rebates capped at $1,000, 
ADEM is typically limited to processing 1,250 
applications per fiscal year. It received 1,800 
applications in fiscal year 2014.


Oaklawn 
adds to 
accolades 
with award


BETH BRIGHT
The Sentinel-Record


Readers of Group Tours magazine
recently voted Oaklawn Park Best Casi-
no in the South, adding to the accolades 
Oaklawn has received since opening its 
58,000-square-foot, $20 million expansion 
on Jan. 9.


Bus tour operators, travel agents and
group tour operators voted on the award in 
Group Tours. Oaklawn was selected as one 
of the five finalists, which included The 
Greenbrier, in West Virginia; Beau Rivage 
and Gold Nugget, both in Biloxi; and Semi-
nole Hard Rock, in Florida.


Oaklawn was also voted Best Casino/
Gaming Center by the readers of the Arkan-
sas Democrat-Gazette during its annual Best
of the Best awards for 2014. Readers of the 
The Sentinel-Record also named Oaklawn’s 
new Silks Bar and Grill as the best sports
bar in Hot Springs.


“Pretty much since we opened the expan-
sion, we’ve received award after award from 
our state publications, and that recognition 
we’ve been so excited about,” said Brandon 
Scott, assistant director of marketing. “And 
the Group Tours award, we couldn’t be more 
excited about.


“We were up against and recognized
among our peers on a national level, which 
is something we haven’t really had before. 
It’s a different level for us, and any time we 
receive an award, it’s really the city of Hot 
Springs that helps make that possible as the 
city has become known and maintains their


Extension office seeks 
increase to budget


DAVID SHOWERS
The Sentinel-Record
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CHARRED REMAINS


The Sentinel-Record/Caitlin LaFarlette


A wildfire at 163 Cory Canyon Trail burned around 2 acres early Sunday evening. Fountain Lake Fire Chief Jason Curtis 
said the fire was reported around 5:30 p.m. The cause was still under investigation Sunday night, and no injuries were 
reported. “It just rushed through the mountain back here,” resident Alton Blocker said. He added that the fire started 
by his shed and burned the side of his truck.
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At least eight people, including several 
small children, were injured following a 
three-vehicle accident in the 5700 block 
of Highway 270 west of Hot Springs on 
Wednesday.


The injuries were not life-threatening, 
and the patients were transported to CHI 
St. Vincent Hot Springs and National 


The Hot Springs Giving Circle on Wednesday 
heard a grant proposal from representatives of Hot 
Springs Documentary Film Festival at The Greater 
Hot Springs Chamber of Commerce.


Nonprofits such as HSDFF present their needs 
in the community to members of the Giving Circle 
in hopes of receiving funding support for their or-
ganizations.


“We have given close to $450,000 since our 
inception in 2007,” philanthropist Dorothy Morris, 
co-founder, told The Sentinel-Record.


“We have no operational costs as the fund is 
handled by the Hot Springs Area Community Foun-
dation.”


The meeting was a chance for the Giving Circle’s 
board members and new members to hear the pre-
sentation by HSDFF at an informal luncheon.


“Specifically, we will hear what they have done 
and hope to do and how they would apply any mon-
ies we would provide to them,” John Simpson, pres-
ident of the Giving Circle, said prior to the meeting.


“They will go over what they do and what they 
plan to do with the grant and later on, six to eight 
months, we will request to see how they would apply 
the grant. It doesn’t have anything to do specifically 
with the festival, just their need and how they would 
apply the grant, obviously to help promote the festi-
val, but it’s not directly for the festival.”


The Giving Circle is comprised of a small group.
“We generally have eight to 10 partners, a 


like-minded group of individuals or couples, who 
want to better the living conditions in Garland 
County and who care about the community and 
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Local man 
on parole 
arrested 
for battery


STEVEN MROSS
The Sentinel-Record


A local man on parole from a 2012 man-
slaughter conviction was arrested Tues-
day afternoon on felony and misdemeanor 
charges after allegedly attacking his es-
tranged wife and stepdaughter.


James Lamont Matlock, 31, who lists an 
address of 108 Bailey Place, Apt. F-3, was 
taken into custody at the apartment of the 
alleged victims in the 100 block of Caraway 
Terrace in Pearcy shortly after 2 p.m. and 
charged with two counts of third-degree 


Giving Circle 
considers 
grant proposal
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Rotary club keeps pushing for downtown revitalization
DON THOMASON


The Sentinel-Record
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REVITALIZATION ROLE: Kirby Williams, right, listens as at-
torney Clay Farrar speaks about the Hot Springs National Park 
Rotary Club’s role in the 1985 revitalization effort of downtown 
Hot Springs.


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


EXPLAINING HISTORY: Eric Jackson, left, Oaklawn Park general manager and a past president of 
Hot Springs National Park Rotary Club, explains some of the club’s history in the efforts to revitalize 
downtown Hot Springs as Mark Fleischner, also a past president of the club, listens.


After almost 30 years of 
pushing for revitalization and 
change in downtown Hot 
Springs, Hot Springs National 
Park Rotary Club is still lead-
ing the charge to bring about 
change in the downtown area.


“The Hot Springs National 
Park Rotary Club has a rich, rich 
history of being an integral part 
of moving downtown forward,” 
Les Warren, club president, told 
members at their noon meeting 
Wednesday at The Arlington 
Resort Hotel & Spa.


“We have had presidents of 
this club who have worked dili-
gently on different projects and 
right now we’re at a place that 
we have a lot of focus on what 
is happening in downtown, and 
a lot of good things are happen-
ing, not just in downtown, but in 
Hot Springs,” he said.


Three of those past club 
presidents, Eric Jackson, Mark 


Terroristic 
threatening 
complaint filed 
against Watkins


DON THOMASON
The Sentinel-Record


City Manager David Watkins said Wednesday 
that he plans to consult an attorney regarding a 
terroristic threatening complaint filed against him 
by a Garland County resident.


“I’m going to be consulting with an attorney. 
That’s all I can say right now,” he said Wednesday 
afternoon.


The complaint was filed with the Garland Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department Monday by Barry Wright, 
58, alleging that Watkins had made threatening 
telephone calls to him.


According to the complaint, Wright alleges there 
has been a long, ongoing, volatile relationship be-
tween him and Watkins and he is “worried for his 
own safety.” Wright said in the complaint that he 
wants a no-contact order issued against Watkins, 
who allegedly “used his authority as city manager 
to ‘turn down’ water connections” on property he 
had sold to Wal-Mart.


The property referenced by Wright is believed to 
be several acres located on Pittman Road.


On Tuesday, Watkins told The Sentinel-Record 
that a team reportedly representing Wal-Mart had 
been told last week that a proposed Supercenter on 
Pittman Road and a Neighborhood Market on Cen-
tral Avenue near Amity Road would not be approved 
for municipal water.


Watkins said the Hot Springs Board of Directors’ 
policy, which they have asked him to implement, is 
that people inside the city limits are given prefer-


Wreck
leaves
at least
8 injured
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MULTIPLE INJURIES: Emergency personnel work a three-vehicle wreck that injured at least eight people in 
the 5700 block of Highway 270 west of Hot Springs on Wednesday.


MOBILE HOME BURNS


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


Firefighters work to extinguish a mobile home fire at 106 Clingstone Way, off McClendon 
Road, early Wednesday evening. Morning Star and Lake Hamilton fire departments respond-
ed to the scene. Additional information was not available at presstime.












County, city and state road crews 
struggled to clear roadways Saturday after 
a Friday night storm brought as much as 4 
inches of snow to parts of Garland County.


Jerry Lampo, director of the Garland 
County Road Department, said crews 
were ready Friday night, but “we got sur-
prised” by the amount of snowfall.


“I didn’t think it would be like this,” 
Lampo said Saturday morning. “We 
thought we were going to be looking at 
maybe a dusting of an inch. There is just a 
lot of snow now and we’re trying to get to 
the major spots.”


County Judge Rick Davis said crews 
were running low on salt mixture for road 
department trucks on Saturday and were 
hoping to be able to re-stock Monday to 
prepare for more winter weather forecast 
for Monday and Tuesday.


“We are almost out of salt mix,” Davis 
said. “Hopefully, we can get that from 
Little Rock on Monday.”


High temperatures well above freez-


ing were predicted for Saturday, but they 
stayed below freezing for much of the day 
causing road conditions to remain haz-
ardous, according to the Garland County 
Sheriff’s Department.


“It appears that temperatures may not 
reach what was previously forecast for 
Saturday, which means we probably will 
not see much melting of the snow and 
ice on the roadway,” the GCSD said in a 
statement Saturday.


“The roads are in no condition to be 
traveled. We strongly suggest that you 
stay in!


“If you must get out, please be very 
mindful of the road conditions and also 
the dozens of vehicles that are either 
stuck in the roadway or just off the edge 
of the road. These vehicles are making the 
conditions even more treacherous. Slow 
down, plan extra time for your journey, 
make sure that you have plenty of gas and 
supplies in your car to maintain warmth 
and safety in case you do get stranded or 
are involved in an accident,” it said.


All four candidates seeking the Di-
vision 2 Garland County circuit judge 
seat in 2014 spoke at a Republican 
Party meeting Thursday night at the 
GOP headquarters.


Circuit Judge Vicki Cook an-
nounced last year she would not seek 
re-election. The non-partisan judicial 
general election will be held May 
20. The Division 2 court mainly sees 
juvenile cases.


Candidates that have announced 


for the position already are Michael 
Crawford, Wade Naramore, Cecilia 
Dyer and John Howard.


Each of the candidates was given 
seven minutes to speak to the crowd 
of about 30 persons.


Crawford, a general practice at-


torney with Crawford Law Firm, said 
he is running as the experienced can-
didate because “this is not a job for 
on-the-job training.”


“I’m the only candidate who has 
served and represented people for 30 
years in front of every single circuit 


judge and every single district judge 
for three decades,” Crawford said. “I 
have judge experience. I’ve served 
as a special judge in over two dozen 
cases in all four circuits and both 
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Snow stalls county


Circuit judge candidates discuss plans, qualifications
CALEB TAYLOR
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Oaklawn 
Foundation 
gives report 
to community


DON THOMASON
The Sentinel-Record


The Oaklawn Foundation has disbursed 
more than $3.4 million in contributions from 
Oaklawn Park for scholarships and assistance 
to Garland County’s senior citizens since it 
was founded in 2007.


The funds are a percentage of the revenue 
from Oaklawn’s games of skill, which were 
approved by Garland County voters in Novem-
ber 2005, said Oaklawn Foundation Chairman 
Darrell Meyer.


“When Oaklawn first started trying to get this 
passed, they said they would give money to the 
foundation and everybody kind of pooh-poohed 


In 1963, Steve McQueen 
brought to life the character of 
the Cooler King in the film “The 
Great Escape,” which retold the 
account of a mass escape from 
Stalag Luft III in Sagan, Germany, 
20 years earlier. The Cooler King, 
an accomplished forger and escape 
artist, was based on none other 


BETH BRIGHT
The Sentinel-Record


‘Cooler 
King’


Daughter of war 
hero and architect 


shares story
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GIVING BACK: Diana Hampo, center, talks with Congregation House of Israel Board President Mary Klompus, left, 
and board member Sue Koppel on Thursday about the design documents her father created when working on the 
congregation’s current building.HERO, PAGE 4A FOUNDATION, PAGE 3A
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SLED RIDE: Hannah Weldon, 9, left, Lauren Free, 9, Abigail Sexson, 11, and Kiersten Free, 13, all of Hot Springs, slide 
down a hill as Brayden Free, 8, and Thomas Sexson, 13, both of Hot Springs, watch on Saturday after a snowstorm 
hit the area Friday night.


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


STRANDED VEHICLES: Abandoned vehicles line the roadside Saturday morning along Burchwood Bay Road. A 
snowstorm moved through the area Friday evening creating hazardous driving conditions.


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


TAKING A WALK: A woman who only identified herself as Terry walks along Central 
Avenue on Saturday near the intersection with Buena Vista Road.


CALEB TAYLOR
The Sentinel-Record


Crews work to clear roadways
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The sound of hooves rhythmically galloping 
on the track at Oaklawn Park in its own way can 
be both invigorating and relaxing for those who 
enjoy the sport of thoroughbred racing. Keeping 
those hooves in top-notch condition is critical 


EDITOR’S NOTE: It takes hundreds of workers each 
live race meet to keep the thoroughbreds conditioned 
and ready to race at Oaklawn Park. This is the next 
installment in a series of weekly articles tracing each 
occupation in the track’s barn area, and how they 
work together to make each meet a success.
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Authorities 
investigate 
back-to-back 
robberies


STEVEN MROSS
The Sentinel-Record


Local authorities are investigating two separate 
armed robberies that occurred within 30 minutes 
of each other early Thursday, both involving conve-
nience stores and two white male suspects.


The first incident occurred at approximately 4:33 
a.m. at the Mapco Express, 4139 Central Ave. The 
store clerk stated that two white males came inside 


BETH BRIGHT
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NICE SHOES: Farrier Ricky Morgan sits on the bed of his truck outside trainer Randy Morse’s 
barn on Thursday after shoeing a horse at a different barn. Morgan has been shoeing horses for 
more than 30 years, and stays active roping horses on the side.


Farrier trade critical 
to race meet
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Majestic Hotel burns


Hot Springs residents were sad-
dened and teary-eyed as they gathered 
on Park Avenue and watched a massive 
fire consume the original Majestic Ho-
tel Thursday night.


The fire, which began around 5:30 
p.m., appeared to have started in the 
center section of the fifth floor of the 
original hotel building, which was built 
in 1882, and then spread to the north 
and south ends of the building and low-
er floors as the blaze burned through 
floors and ceilings.


Blaze destroys 
historic downtown 


landmark


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


LANDMARK BURNS: The Hot Springs Fire Department stages on a parking lot across Park Avenue from the Majestic Hotel Thursday night.


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


VANTAGE POINT: A Hot Springs Fire Department firefighter perches at the end 
of the ladder truck to fight the fire.


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


UP PARK: The original Majestic Hotel burns shortly after 5:30 p.m. on 
Thursday.


DON THOMASON
The Sentinel-Record
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The Hot Springs Historic Base-
ball Trail was recently awarded the 
Community Tourism Development 
Award at the 41st Annual Governor’s 
Conference on Tourism in Texar-
kana.


The award is given as part of the 
annual Henry Awards — named for 
Henri de Tonti, one of the earliest 
European explorers to visit Arkan-
sas — and presented to the Arkansas 


Department of Parks and Tourism.
“It’s great to win this award just 


as a tribute to the great work of an 
excellent group of people who put 
their time and effort into bringing 
this Hot Springs history to the fore-
front,” said Steve Arrison, CEO of 
Visit Hot Springs. “Everybody work-
ing on this knew it was worthwhile, 
but when we receive these awards, it 
just validates that. And it introduces 
a lot of people to a history that they 
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EAST 
conference
kicks off 
Tuesday


JAY BELL
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The Environmental and Spatial Technolo-
gies Initiative’s annual conference will return 
to the Hot Springs Convention Center for the 
10th time Tuesday to highlight student work 
and community projects over the past year.


At least 2,000 students from across the 
country are expected for the 2015 EAST Con-
ference, “Create Today, Improve Tomorrow.” 
The conference begins Tuesday and con-
cludes Thursday. It will be the 10th EAST 
Conference held at the convention center.


Jessica Dunham, EAST Initiative event 
coordinator, said 
excitement for the 
conference has 
been building for 
months. Discussion 
about the confer-
ence can be tracked 
on social media 
with the hashtag, 
#EASTCon15.


EAST Initiative 
partnered with the 
Arkansas Tech Uni-
versity Department 
of Emergency Management this year to focus 
on emergency planning and preparedness 
projects. The National Service Project allowed 
EAST students to learn more about resources 
available to them and how they could develop 
projects to create more efficient emergency 
plans if disaster strikes in their communities.


The public is welcome to visit exhibits 
and learn more about the EAST Initiative on 
Wednesday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and on 
Thursday from 8:30-11:45 a.m. Attendance is 
free during the designated times.


Six Arkansas schools are eligible for the 
Timothy R. Stephenson Founder’s Award. 
Their booths will be featured in a carpeted 
area. The award is presented to the school 
that judges determine best exemplifies the 
EAST model of education.


The six finalists are Don R. Roberts Ele-
mentary School in Little Rock, Dover High 
School, Greenbrier High School, Harrisburg 
Middle School, Helen Tyson Middle School in 
Springdale and Joe T. Robinson Middle School 
in Little Rock. Hot Springs High School was 
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CURIOUSER AND CURIOUSER: Owner and curator Maxwell Blade stands next 
to a display in his Curiosity Museum. The downtown attraction is now open daily.


When the shop located next to his 
Theater of Magic moved to a new ad-
dress, Maxwell Blade jumped at the 
chance to purchase the vacant space and 
turn it into an homage to the bizarre.


“I’ve wanted to open a museum for 
many years in downtown Hot Springs,” 
Blade said, adding, “I’ve always kind of 
admired the odd.”


And odd the collection is.
Ranging from carnival sideshow 


items to a Fiji mermaid and two-headed 
animals, pieces have come from all over 
the world to rest in their newest home, 
Blade’s Curiosity Museum, now adjoin-
ing his theater at 121 Central Ave.


“We have sort of an eclectic col-
lection,” the owner said, adding the 
assemblage contains items from both 
his personal collection and that of local 
antique dealer Davis Tillman.


Everything displayed dates from be-
fore the 21st century and many items 
have aged far longer. The oldest and 


Baseball Trail wins 
state tourism award


BETH BRIGHT
The Sentinel-Record


Curious 
exhibition


Peculiarity 
museum aims 


to fascinate visitors


Kerry willing to talk 
with Syria’s Assad


SHARM EL-SHEIKH, Egypt — 
U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry 
said he would be willing to talk with 
Syrian President Bashar Assad to 
help broker a political resolution to 
the country’s civil war.


Kerry said in an interview with 
CBS News that the U.S. is pushing 
for Assad to seriously discuss a tran-
sition strategy to help end Syria’s 
four-year conflict, which has killed 
more than 220,000 people, given 


rise to the Islamic State group and 
destabilized the wider Middle East.


“We have to negotiate in the end,” 
Kerry said. “What we’re pushing for 
is to get him to come and do that, 
and it may require that there be in-
creased pressure on him of various 
kinds.”


The Obama administration has 
long pushed for a political settle-
ment to the Syrian crisis, and helped 
bring the Assad government and the 
Western-backed opposition to the 
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Lady Trojans 
take state title


Tidwell’s late free throw in overtime 
gives Hot Springs championship


SEAN SAUNDERS
The Sentinel-Record
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TROJAN TRIUMPH: From left, Hot Springs’ Berniezha Tidwell, Tiaunna Watkins, Kiki Hunter, Arianna Guinn and Imani Honey celebrate after defeating 
Pulaski Academy 62-61 in overtime for the Class 5A championship Saturday night at Bank of the Ozarks Arena. The Lady Trojans captured their fourth 
state title, first since 1998.


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


MAGIC MOMENT: Hot Springs coach Mark Upshaw hugs 
guard Berniezha Tidwell (1) while assistant Yvonne Neal looks 
on following the Lady Trojans’ 62-61 overtime victory over Pulaski 
Academy for the Class 5A championship Saturday night at Bank 
of the Ozarks Arena. Tidwell, the Sam Houston State signee, 
was named most valuable player after scoring a season-high 
30 points, hitting the clinching free throw with 3.1 seconds left.


Hot Springs’ “big three” went out in 
style.


Berniezha Tidwell capped her sea-
son-high 30-point performance with one 
of two free throws with 3.1 seconds left in 
overtime, and fellow three-year starters 
Tiaunna Watkins and Ashley Clayborn 
combined for 25 points. All three helped 
lift the Lady Trojans to a thrilling 62-61 
victory over Pulaski Academy in the Class 
5A championship game Saturday night at 


Bank of the Ozarks Arena.
“What a heck of a game!” said Hot 


Springs coach Mark Upshaw, winning a 
state title in his first championship appear-
ance in 14 years as a head coach (eight with 
the school). “We knew Pulaski Academy 
was going to be tough. Coach (Rick) Tread-
way does a great job up there. I’ve known 
him forever, and we knew it was going to 
be a great battle. I wasn’t wrong. It was 
about as close of a game as it could be.”


The Lady Trojans (26-4) take home 
LADY TROJANS, PAGE 5A
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NEW YORK — Pope Francis 
plunged into the melting pot of 
New York after reminding the coun-
try of its immigrant origins in the 
first papal speech before Congress 
on Thursday. Over an intense 40 
hours that started with an evening 
prayer service at St. Patrick’s Ca-
thedral, where he gave a deeply 


meaningful thank you to America’s
nuns, he will address world leaders
at the United Nations, participate
in an interfaith service at the Sept.
11 memorial museum at ground
zero and celebrate Mass at Madison
Square Garden.


The pope, who’s making his
first trip to the United States, also
planned to visit a school today and
take a processional drive through


Three unidentified men 
were shot in an exchange of 
gunfire around 1:40 p.m. Thurs-
day at 117 Kenwood St., Hot 
Springs police said, and one 
of the injured men apparently 
left the scene and was located a 
short time later on Highway 70 
east of town.


Two of the men who were 
shot were taken from the scene 
by a LifeNet ambulance. The 
man believed to be the third 
victim, who witnesses said was 
dropped off at the CK Quick 
Stop on Highway 70 east by a 
white SUV a short time later, 
was subsequently airlifted to a 
Little Rock hospital by LifeNet 
Air.


Aryn Reid, the attendant at 
the convenience store, located 


across Highway 70 east from the 
rest stop, said she was taking 
drinks from a cooler when she 
saw a white SUV driven by a 
black male with long dreadlocks 
pull into the parking lot of the 
store.


“It looked like he was fight-
ing with someone, which caught 
my attention. Then I saw him 
drive off and when I looked back 
out (toward the gas pumps), I 
saw the other gentleman walk-
ing toward the store with blood 
on him. As soon as I saw the 
blood, I called 911,” she said.


Reid said there was a black 
female with the black male who 
was shot, and when they came 
in the store, she gave her phone 
to the woman to speak with 911.


“It seemed at first like the 
wound was OK, but when I 
handed the phone to his girl-


Wellness is the ability to live life to 
the fullest, and seniors in Hot Springs 
and Garland County are doing just that.


The CHI St. Vincent Hot Springs 
Senior Center was awarded certifica-
tion as a wellness center on Tuesday by 
the Arkansas Department of Health and 
Human Services Division for Aging and 
Adult Services.


“There are 188 senior centers in the 
state of Arkansas, but only 23 are certi-
fied wellness centers,” said Beverly Dun-
lap, program coordinator for the division 
of aging adults. “That means your center 


is helping lead the march in the way we 
operate senior centers and the way we 
look at senior centers.”


Dunlap presented a certificate naming 
the organization as a wellness center to 
Diane Harry, senior services director for 
CHI St. Vincent Hot Springs, and Judy 
Rowe, site manager. The six dynam-
ics that make up a wellness center, she 
said, are spiritual, intellectual, emotional, 
physical, vocational and environmental.


“What we know is we need to be 
healthier, since 80 percent of all seniors 
age 60 or above have at least one chron-
ic condition,” Dunlap said. “Of those, 
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The Associated Press


GREETING THE CROWDS: Pope Francis, along with House and Senate leadership as well as local clergy, gather on the balcony 
of the Speaker of the House after Francis spoke to a joint meeting of Congress on Thursday in Washington. From left are Cardinal 
Donald Wuerl, archbishop of Washington; House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi of California; House Speaker John Bohner of Ohio; 
House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy of California; Pope Francis; Vice President Joe Biden; Sen. Mitch McConnell, R-Ky,, Sen. 
Harry Reid, D-Nev,; and Cardinal Joseph Kurtz, archbishop of Louisville, Ky. 


TRAIL DEDICATED


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


Hot Springs Parks and Trails Department Director Jean Wallace, right, 
speaks to a group gathered Thursday for the dedication of the Blue Heron 
Trail section of the Hot Springs Creek Greenway Trail. Also speaking at 
the ceremony were District 5 Director Rick Ramick, left, Assistant City 
Manager Lance Spicer and Friends of the Parks President Ned Skoog.


Senior center receives 
wellness certification


BETH BRIGHT
The Sentinel-Record


3 injured in exchange of gunfire on Kenwood
DON THOMASON


AND STEVEN MROSS
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


GATHERING EVIDENCE: Jennifer Prizo, with the Hot Springs 
Police Department, takes photographs of evidence Thursday at 117 
Kenwood St. following a shooting incident.


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


INJURED: LifeNet personnel load a black male who was apparently shot into an ambulance Thursday at the CK Quick Stop in the 4900 
block of East Grand Avenue. A witness at the scene said the man was dropped off at the convenience store.


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


SHOOTING VIC-
TIM FOUND: 
Law enforcement 
officers from Hot 
Springs Police De-
partment, Garland 
County Sheriff’s 
Department and 
Arkansas State 
Police, along with 
LifeNet personnel, 
converged on the 
CK Quick Stop on 
Highway 70 east 
around 2 p.m. 
Thursday after a 
gunshot victim was 
dropped off at that 
location. Police be-
lieve the man was 
injured in a shoot-
ing that took place 
about 20 minutes 
earlier on Kenwood 
Street.


CMS goes 
orange 
for hunger 
awareness


Today is “Orange Out Day” at 
Cutter Morning Star as the district 
begins a weeklong fundraiser to grow 
its food support programs and raise 
awareness for child hunger.
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Pope, after blunt 
talk to Congress, 
thanks nuns in NY


NICOLE WINFIELD
AND ERICA WERNER


The Associated Press


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record
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More than 700 killed in crush of hajj pilgrims
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Trojans try to continue winning ways in South opener












George Downie, airport director at Hot 
Springs Memorial Field, says Jan. 29 will be his 
final day on the job after working 25 years for 
the city, all at the airport.


Downie, 66, said he was originally hired by 
former City Manager Gus Pappas as the prop-
erty manager for the former National Rejectors 
facility, and he helped facilitate the sale of that 
building to the city, and was named airport 
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Fire heavily damages 70 West Plaza


Airport director to retire
DON THOMASON


The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


RETIRING: George Downie, airport director at Hot Springs Memorial Field, said Jan. 29 will be 
his final day on the job after a 25-year career with the city.


AIRPORT, PAGE 3A


HSIS students 
learn of state’s 
‘Haunted Houses’


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record


Sixth-grade students at Hot Springs Intermediate 
School learned the history behind three of the state’s 
most haunted houses Thursday during a presentation by 
Shelle Stormoe, education coordinator for the Arkansas 
Historic Preservation Program.


“Arkansas’ Haunted History” is by far the AHPP’s 
most popular program. Stormoe delivers presentations 
in schools throughout the state.


Thursday marked her first haunted history program 
of 2016. She discussed the Trail of Tears with students in 
Springdale on Wednesday.


The theme of the haunted series changes every year. 
Stormoe discussed haunted colleges and universities 
during the 2014-15 school year.


The process of developing the program takes Stormoe 
six to seven weeks each summer. She conducts her own 
research, writes the programs and compiles the video 
presentations.


“It takes me probably about a month every summer 
to actually do all of the research, because I have to go to 


DAVID SHOWERS
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


FULLY INVOLVED: Firefighters work to save the Lake Hamilton Hair Center from a fire that broke out Wednesday night at 70 West Plaza at 1550 Airport Road. Officials said the blaze likely originated in 
Lake Hamilton Cleaners, which, along with the beauty shop, Discount Boots, Stoddard’s Pet Shop and Puppy Love Pet Grooming Salon, was ultimately consumed.


The Sentinel-Record/Mark Gregory


HELP FROM ABOVE: An aerial truck from the Hot Springs Fire Department applies 
water to 70 West Plaza Wednesday night. Twelve city firefighters assisted 14 from 
the 70 West Department, which was the first arrive shortly after 9 p.m. 70 West Chief 
Autumn Carlisle said 56 firefighters from eight departments were on the scene.


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


END OF AN ERA: Lake Hamilton Hair Center owner Barbara Blackwood surveys 
debris Thursday morning after Wednesday night’s fire destroyed her beauty shop. 
She said she’s likely to relocate after being at 70 West Plaza for 36 years.


Five businesses, including a 
pet store, were destroyed late 
Wednesday night by a fire that 
rolled through the east end of 
70 West Plaza on Airport Road, 
prompting a response by 56 fire-
fighters from eight different de-
partments and closing Airport 
Road for several hours.


Business owners whose 
livelihoods were reduced to a 
charred tangle by the fire took 


Arts study 
unveiling 
set for late 
January


BETH BRIGHT-REED
The Sentinel-Record


The feasibility of a performing arts 
center in Hot Springs will be presented 
in a public meeting at 4 p.m. Jan. 26 in 
City Hall.


Market & Feasibility Advisors LLC 
will present its recommendations, based 
on a study conducted in July, during the 
Hot Springs Board of Directors’ regular 
agenda meeting. Dan Martin, managing 
principal with the company, will present 
the results of the feasibility study.


The study was commissioned by the 
Hot Springs Advertising and Promotion 
Commission in August when Martin, 
with Christian Vetter, conducted inter-


5 businesses 
destroyed 
in blaze
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A line of severe thunderstorms that swept 
through western Arkansas Friday night caused 
around 5,800 outages in Garland County, Entergy 
Arkansas Inc. said Saturday, and damaged a vehi-


cle and a camper at Tompkins Bend Recreation 
Area on Lake Ouachita.


The number of outages had been reduced to 
1,591 by Saturday morning, about a third of which 
were in the Hot Springs Village-Fountain Lake 


area, said Mark Hunt, Entergy’s customer service 
manager. The remainder of the outages were 
mostly in the western part of the county, “al-
though we have scattered outages everywhere.”


Despite additional damage from a storm that 
swept through the area Friday night, all recre-
ation areas on Lake Ouachita are open with the 
exception of Twin Creek Day Use Area, which 
will reopen once its grassy fields dry out more, 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers says.


“The Lake Ouachita Field Office staff and 
maintenance contractor, Re-Engineered Busi-
ness Solutions, have been working to make the 
necessary repairs to the recreation areas recently 
damaged by the high-water event and make them 
available for public use,” Bill Jackson, superviso-
ry ranger for the Lake Ouachita Field Office, said 
in an email outlining the recovery efforts that 
followed elevated lake levels brought about by 
heavy rains over the past month.


At Twin Creek, vehicles would damage the 
area if driven off the roadway, due to the soggy 
fields.


Campgrounds at Brady Mountain, Crystal 
Springs, Tompkins Bend and Denby Point began 
filling up around the first of this week, with only 
a few RV campsites remaining available Friday, 
Jackson said.


Visitors began arriving and locating vacant 
first-come, first-serve campsites to set up their 
camping equipment in preparation of remaining 
through the July Fourth holiday weekend, he 
said.


Campsite availability will be posted on the 
Vicksburg District-Lake Ouachita Facebook page 
daily for visitors seeking campsites through the 
holiday weekend.


At around 8:30 p.m. Friday, a severe thunder-
storm packing high winds passed through the 
Tompkins Bend Recreation Area. Several trees 
were blown down throughout the campground, 
causing “major damage” to a 2014 Jeep and a 2013 
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Submitted photo


MUSICAL DUO: Kevin and Michael Bacon will serve as celebrity grand marshals and 
post parade entertainment for the First Ever 13th Annual World’s Shortest St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade in 2016. The Bacon Brothers Band will be releasing their seventh album, “36 Cents,” 
on Sept. 16, and have been playing together for nearly two decades.


The Bacon Brothers, Kevin and Michael, will be the 
celebrity grand marshals and post-parade entertainment 
at the First Ever 13th Annual World’s Shortest St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade in 2016.


The duo will continue the parade’s unbroken string of 
home-run celebrity grand marshals, according to Steve 
Arrison, CEO of Visit Hot Springs, and one of the found-
ers of the biggest little parade in the South, that “upward 
of 30,000 fans of all things Irish” will attend.


“We’re ecstatic that The Bacon Brothers will be 
joining us for our 13th parade,” Arrison said. “I think 
people tend to overlook Kevin and Michael’s musical 
accomplishments and everyone is in for a great time with 
these guys.”


Bacon Brothers named 
celebrity grand marshals 
of ’16 St. Patrick’s parade


Fluoridation project starts


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


INJECTION POINT: A water main lays exposed June 17 at the Ouachita Water Treatment Plant. The 
unearthed portion will be tapped to add fluoride as part of the city’s fluoridation project.


MOUNTAIN PINE — 
Ground at the Ouachita Wa-
ter Treatment Plant has been 
cleared for the fluoridation 
project the Hot Springs City 
Board of Directors approved last 
November.


A Delta Dental of Arkansas 
Foundation grant will reimburse 
the city for project expenses. It 
stipulates installation be com-
pleted within 18 months of the 
city signing the grant agree-
ment, which took effect last July.


The grant provides that half 
the approved project costs will 
be reimbursed 30 days after 
the start of construction, with 
the balance remitted when the 
project is finished. City Engi-


neer Gary Carnahan said one 
reimbursement request has 
been submitted, and another 
one is expected to be issued 
next month. Fluoridation is one 
element in the $3 million plant 
upgrade Carnahan said will be 
completed by early next year.


The grant amount reflects 
the cost estimate Crist Engi-
neers, Inc. developed in No-
vember of 2012. The $93,750 
estimated for a fluoride feed 
building is the largest expense. 
It will be situated near the silo 
that introduces lime to control 
ph levels in the water.


Fluoridating the Lakeside 
Water Treatment Plant, the 
smaller of the two treatment 
facilities, was estimated at 
$342,390, but at present instal-


lation is only occurring at the 
Ouachita Plant on upper Lake 
Hamilton.


Fluoride will enter the treat-
ment process after filtration. 
The 42-inch main carrying wa-
ter from the plant’s nine filters 
will be tapped near its connec-
tion to the clear well, where 
chlorine that’s introduced ear-
lier in the process is given time 
to disinfect water before it’s 
pumped to the city’s network of 
storage tanks.


City Utility Director Scott 
Bundy said baffles inside the 
clear well will mix the fluoride 
and water.


Legislation enacted in 2011 
requires water systems serv-
ing more than 5,000 people to 


DAVID SHOWERS
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School Choice 
applications due


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record


Applications for the Arkansas School Choice Transfer 
Program for Garland County schools are due by Wednes-
day.


Garland County schools began accepting applications 
on April 1. No applications for the 2015-16 school year can 
be accepted after July 1.


Student movement through School Choice in Garland 
County is still affected by the racial demographics of each 
district despite a 2012 court ruling that declared the practice 
unconstitutional. Districts are given racial data and a com-
plex formula from the Arkansas Department of Education 
to determine the acceptance and rejection of requested 
transfers.


Transfers can be approved when families request for a 
student to move from a district with a higher percentage 
of a particular race to a district with a lower percentage. 
Districts must abide by “acceptable range calculations.”


For the transfer of white students, if no single minority 
race or ethnic category in either of the two districts is 10 


NEW OFFICERS


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


Incoming Hot Springs National Park Rotary Club President Ernie Hinz, second 
from right, with his wife, Vicki, right, and outgoing club President Les Warren, 
second from left, and his wife, Pam, socialize during the club’s annual banquet 
and installation of officers on Thursday at the Arlington Resort Hotel & Spa.


EAST students 
seek funding for 
veteran housing


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record


A pair of Hot Springs High School seniors are in 
search of funds for an innovative solution to address 
homelessness of military veterans.


Environmental and Spatial Technologies students 
Hunter Murphy and Haley Murray hope to raise funds 
to repurpose a shipping container into temporary hous-
ing for veterans. Murphy has continued to modify the 
design over more than a year on the project.


Cassandra Dixon, the high school EAST facilitator, 
established a new page on the Go Fund Me fundraising 
website. Five donors pledged $140 on the first day.


The account is titled, “Homeless Housing for Veter-
ans.” The page can be found at http://www.gofundme.
com/shippingcontainer.


A separate sale of Hot Springs High School EAST 
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ST. LOUIS — As swollen rivers and streams pushed to 
heights not seen in nearly a quarter-century, officials in 
Missouri and Illinois helped residents get to higher ground 
Wednesday amid fears that already dire conditions could wors-
en as floodwaters began spilling over federal levees protecting 
communities and farmland.


In Eureka southwest of St. Louis, firefighters and their boats 
have been in high demand since Tuesday, accounting for rough-
ly four dozen rescues of people in their homes, businesses or 


The driver of this vehicle had to be rescued after she reportedly hydroplaned on the roadway and her car went into a rain-swollen 
creek in the 3000 block of Amity Road, at the intersection of Malibu Trail, on Nov. 28, top left; members of the Hot Springs Police 
Department SWAT team head into an apartment on Higdon Ferry Road after a standoff with a suspect on April 9, top right; a Hot 
Springs firefighter takes information from a local woman as she holds her two small grandchildren after their home on Seventh Street 
caught fire on Oct. 6, center; three of five roaming buffaloes gather in the 300 block of Whispering Hills Road before running into the 
woods after escaping from a local farm on April 16, bottom left; and GOP presidential candidate Donald Trump waves to the crowd 
at Hot Springs Memorial Field on July 17 after arriving for a speaking engagement in the Spa City, bottom right. 


Photography by Richard Rasmussen and Mara Kuhn


January
• Frigid weather forced 


Oaklawn Park to delay its 
opening weekend, leading 
to the track’s first opening 
Thursday in its history on 
Jan. 15. Track officials esti-
mated attendance of 10,250 
for the nine races, saying 
business was brisker than 
on any Thursday except 
during the meet-ending 
Racing Festival in the last 
10 years.


• The Lakeside School 
D ist r ic t  announced a 
program on Jan. 23 that 
would enable high school 
students to earn up to 66 
hours of college credit and 
an associate degree by the 
time they graduate.


• A revised schedule re-
leased the first week of 
January for the Garland 
County Detention Center 
placed March 20 as the 
date construction would 
end on the $42 million proj-
ect, qualifying the date as 
the target for “substantial” 
completion. County Judge 
Rick Davis later told the 
Garland County Quorum 
Court that he was skeptical 
of the ambitious schedule 


January
• Frigid weather forced 


Oaklawn Park to delay its 
opening weekend, leading 
to the track’s first opening 
Thursday in its history on 
Jan. 15. Track officials esti-
mated attendance of 10,250 
for the nine races, saying 
business was brisker than 
on any Thursday except 
during the meet-ending 
Racing Festival in the last 
10 years.


• The Lakeside School 
D ist r ic t  announced a 
program on Jan. 23 that 
would enable high school 
students to earn up to 66 
hours of college credit and 
an associate degree by the 
time they graduate.


• A revised schedule re-
leased the first week of 
January for the Garland 
County Detention Center 
placed March 20 as the 
date construction would 
end on the $42 million proj-
ect, qualifying the date as 
the target for “substantial” 
completion. County Judge 
Rick Davis later told the 
Garland County Quorum 
Court that he was skeptical 
of the ambitious schedule 
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Chronology


CHRONOLOGY, PAGE 5A


FROM STAFF REPORTS
The year 2015 in Hot Springs 


will be remembered in large 
measure for tragic accidents 
that resulted in a loss of life, 
losses that will continue to have 
an impact on the community 
into 2016 and beyond.


But it will also be remem-
bered for the great strides that 
were made in ensuring the 
economic viability of Garland 
County, including the redevel-
opment of the downtown area.


Perhaps no other single 
event this year brought more 
attention to Hot Springs than 
the tragic, heat-related death 
of 18-month-old Thomas Nar-
amore, the son of Division 2 
Circuit Judge Wade Naramore. 
Thomas Naramore died as the 
result of being left unattended 
in a car on July 24.


The case, in addition to 
drawing statewide media at-
tention to Hot Springs, resulted 
in the appointment of a special 
prosecutor, Scott Ellington, of 


A year of 
losses, growth 
in Hot Springs


2015, PAGE 3A


The Springfield News-Leader/Nathan Papes via AP


FLOODWATERS: Branson Landing in Branson, Mo., was partially flooded by flood-
waters from Lake Taneycomo on Tuesday after a record amount of water was released 
from Table Rock Lake Dam.


Bridges directs 
Liberty Bowl 
halftime show


FROM STAFF REPORTS
The halftime show at Saturday’s AutoZone 


Liberty Bowl between the Arkansas Razorbacks 
and the Kansas State Wildcats will feature the 
choreography of Hot Springs native Brian Bridges.


Arkansas was invited to the game from the 
Southeastern Conference in Bridges’ second year 
as the head choreographer. Bridges was a cheer-
leader for the Razorbacks in college. He is now the 
communications coordinator and cheer coach for 
the Lake Hamilton School District.


LIBERTY BOWL, PAGE 10A FLOODING, PAGE 10A


Rescue crews help 
with evacuations 
in Midwest floods


JIM SALTER AND ALAN SCHER ZAGIER
The Associated Press
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Two men who allegedly robbed a 
local bank Friday afternoon were appre-
hended within about 30 minutes of the 
robbery after a lengthy chase that ended 
on the King Expressway near Carpenter 
Dam Road.


Sometime around 4:15 p.m., Hot 
Springs police and other law enforce-
ment agencies responded to a report of 
a robbery at the BancorpSouth Branch, 
located at 3101 Central Ave., south of 
Oaklawn Park, and were told the sus-


A powerful thunderstorm that 
swept through Garland County short-
ly before midnight Thursday downed 
numerous trees and power lines, 
causing thousands of power outages 
that stretched into Friday afternoon.


Fallen trees damaged homes in 
the Adcock Road area off Highway 
70 west and a pickup truck on Wood-
lawn Street in Hot Springs, but there 
were no reports of injuries.


Greg Asbell, Entergy Arkansas 
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Cella’s festival 
dream lives on


BOB WISENER
Sports editor


An Oaklawn Park season known equally for its 
bad weather and excellent racing may yet produce a 
defining moment that will etch it in memory.


It often happens during the Racing Festival of the 
South, the meet-ending crash of cymbals that track 
president Charles J. Cella introduced in 1974 with 
immediate success.


In the inaugural festival, legendary jockey Bill 
Shoemaker scored his 100th victory in a $100,000 
stakes race aboard Miss Musket in Oaklawn’s Fantasy. 
A week later, J.R.’s Pet beat Silver Florin by a head in 
an Arkansas Derby photo finish of Arkansas-owned 
3-year-olds.


Just in years ending in 4, like that one and this one, 
April has produced festival memories.


The 1984 gala supplied renewals of the Fantasy 
and Arkansas Derby that may never be equaled. For 
one thing, one horse ran in both races. Althea placed 
second in the Fantasy when stopped cold on the 
backstretch but returned a week later and matched 
the track record for a mile and an eighth.


Trainer Wayne Lukas, defying conventional wis-
dom by running a filly against males, said he had 
three ladies to please: co-owners Helen Groves and 
daughter Helen Alexander — and Althea, the only 
female winner of the Arkansas Derby.


The 1994 Arkansas Derby winner benefited from 
a rider change, although Garrett Gomez was not the 
first choice on Concern. Aaron Gryder picked up 
the ride after trainer Richard Small’s colt had traffic 


Schools 
gear up 
for testing


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record


Local school administrators, stu-
dents and teachers are working to 
prepare themselves, and each other, 
for this year’s tests and the changes 
that are on the way.


Schools prepare each year around 
this time for the wave of standardized 
tests that students must take. The 
Iowa Tests of Basic Skills began this 
week with Benchmark exams sched-
uled to begin next week.


Schools are also preparing for the 
field tests of the new Partnership for 
Assessment of Readiness for College 
and Careers, known as PARCC, as-
sessments being implemented with 


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


POLE SHATTERED: Sheri Burkes, left, and Brian Steele walk down the 200 block of Woodlawn Street on Friday near a 
shattered utility pole, which was damaged during a severe thunderstorm around midnight Thursday.


Storm causes thousands of power outages


FROM STAFF REPORTS


STORM, PAGE 6A


Winds knock down trees, power lines


TESTING, PAGE 6A


State urged to fight 
against child abuse


DON THOMASON
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


PLANTING PINWHEELS: Emily Cunningham, a fourth-grader at Malvern 
Elementary School, places a pinwheel in the lawn of the Cooper-Anthony 
Mercy Child Advocacy Center during a Child Abuse Awareness Rally on Friday. 
A total of 161 pinwheels were placed, which represents the true cases of child 
abuse in Garland County during the past year.


Only 161 pinwheels were 
placed on the lawn of the Coo-
per-Anthony Mercy Child Ad-
vocacy Center during a Child 
Abuse Awareness Rally on Fri-
day, which is 47 fewer than last 
year.


That was encouraging news 
for children’s rights advocates, 
since each pinwheel represents 
a true case of reported child 
abuse in Garland County during 
the previous year.


State Rep. Bruce Westerman, 
R-District 22, said Friday that 
child abuse is “an evil that all 
Arkansans must join together 
and fight against.”


Speaking at the rally at the 
center, 216 McAuley Court, Wes-
terman said child abuse cuts 
across race and income levels, 
occurs in the city and country, 
and is not a Republican or Dem-
ocrat issue.


“Many children suffer dimin-
ished opportunities to develop 
physically, intellectually, emo-
tionally and socially as a direct 
result of child abuse,” he said.


Janice McCutcheon Beaver, 
director of the center, said pri-


or to the rally that the event 
was to “bring awareness about 
child abuse in our community 
and to bring community people 
here to support the center and 
what we do here in protecting 
children.”


The center, which remains 
a part of the Mercy Health sys-
tem, is a “place of hope where 
children can came and share 
their story in a safe place and 
have intervention so the offense 
can stop and the people out 
there who are offending them 
can be stopped and not hurt 
other kids,” Beaver said.


“It (the rally) is about cele-
brating children and childhood 
— that time in our lives when 
we had that innocence and were 
carefree. I think kids can teach 
us a lot about being more like 
that,” she said.


The center provides service 
to children from birth to age 17 
free of charge, Beaver said.


“We do interviews with the 
children, sexual assault medical 
examinations, advocacy, preven-
tion training, and have added a 
mental health component. We’re 
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SUSPECT IN CUSTODY: Hot Springs police take a bank robbery suspect into custody on the King Expressway, just 
west of the Malvern Avenue interchange on Friday. Two suspects who allegedly robbed the BancorpSouth branch at 
3101 Central Ave. led police on a lengthy chase and then crashed their vehicle on the expressway. Both suspects were 
taken into custody.


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


STORM DAMAGE: A home on Adcock Road was damaged by a pine tree 
that was apparently blown over during a severe thunderstorm in the Highway 
70 west area around midnight Thursday.


Suspects 
caught 
after bank 
robbery


STEVEN MROSS
The Sentinel-Record
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A Community Grant from the Wal-
Mart store on Albert Pike has helped 
facilitate a reading club’s success this 
semester at Oaklawn Visual and Per-
forming Arts Magnet School.


Oaklawn received a $1,000 grant for 
its Reading Rockstars club, which pro-
motes literacy for students in third grade 
and fourth grade. Participating students 
receive books to keep at home.


“With our socioeconomic issues in 
this building and the district, it really 
helps,” said Kristen Gordon, Oaklawn 
literacy coach.


Gordon worked on the grant applica-
tion with fellow literacy coach Gail Bean 
and Cheryll Long, reading intervention-
ist. The school was notified this month 
it had received the grant.


Reading Rockstars was established 
four years ago to promote literacy by en-
gaging students in reading and providing 
chapter books for low-income students. 
About 60 students took part in the club’s 
first year. Participation now averages 
about 80-110 students.


About 90 percent of Oaklawn’s stu-
dents are on free or reduced lunches. 
Funding for the club has become an issue 
as more students have joined.


“That’s another issue with our stu-
dents,” Gordon said. “They do not have 
a lot of literature at home.”


The literacy team at Oaklawn rolls 
out the requirements to be in the club. A 
student must read three chapter books 
and complete a Reading Rockstar hand-
out to become a member.


Chapter books are designed for inter-


The Mountain Pine police chief 
was wounded several times during 
an exchange of gunfire with an armed 
suspect who was shot and killed 
Wednesday morning in a remote 
area off Little Blakely Creek Road in 
Jessieville.


MPPD Chief Chad King, who is 
also a commissioned Garland Coun-
ty sheriff’s deputy, was transported 
by LifeNet to CHI St. Vincent Hot 
Springs, with officers from multiple 
agencies stationed at intersections 
along the route to allow the ambu-
lance a clear path.


Sheriff Mike McCormick said King 
was in stable condition at the hospital 
and that he was “conscious and alert” 
and able to give McCormick and in-
vestigators details about the incident. 
The name of the suspect was not 
being released Wednesday pending 
further investigation and notification 
of next of kin.


The suspect was pronounced dead 
at the scene by Garland County Cor-
oner Stuart Smedley and the body 
was being sent to the state crime lab, 
McCormick said at the scene before 
heading to the hospital to check on 
King.


At a news conference later in the 
afternoon, McCormick said sheriff’s 


dispatchers received a call at 8:39 a.m. 
regarding a criminal trespassing com-
plaint at 2998 Little Blakely Creek 
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MP police chief injured in fatal shootout
STEVEN MROSS
The Sentinel-Record
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FATAL SHOOTOUT: Garland County sheriff’s investigator Terry Threadgill, left, works the scene of an officer-involved 
shooting Wednesday morning in the 2900 block of Little Blakely Creek Road in Jessieville. A male suspect reportedly tres-
passing was killed during an exchange of gunfire with Mountain Pine Police Chief Chad King, who was also shot and injured.


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


NEWS CONFERENCE: Garland 
County Sheriff Mike McCormick con-
ducts a news conference Wednesday 
afternoon following an officer-in-
volved shooting in Jessieville in which 
a male suspect was shot and killed 
and Mountain Pine Police Chief Chad 
King was also shot and injured. He 
noted the incident was still under 
investigation and only limited infor-
mation was being released.


SHOOTOUT, PAGE 10A


BIRDS OF PREY


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


Little Rock Zoo employee Stephanie Hollister showcases a red-tailed hawk Wednesday during a Birds of Prey presen-
tation at Lake Hamilton Intermediate School. The program, provided by the Little Rock Zoo and DeGray Lake Resort 
State Park, included hawks, owls, a turkey vulture and a bald eagle.


Sales tax 
collections 
on the rise


DON THOMASON
The Sentinel-Record


Sales tax receipts for November 2015 
show the city posted another gain, closing 
out the month 4.53 percent ahead of the same 
period a year ago.


November city sales tax collections 
were $972,088, compared to $929.958 for the 
same period in 2014, and were $37,126 more 
than budgeted for the month. Through No-
vember 2015, year-to-date collections total 
$11,306,834, or 5.15 percent more than the 
same period in 2014.


“I think the overall economy has been 
better on spending, and we had a number of 
things going on in November,” Finance Direc-
tor Dorethea Yates said Wednesday.


“And all the building that is going on in 
the city has certainly contributed to it as 
well, so it is a combination of things. Also, the 


Group 
awards 
GIF 
grants


DAVID SHOWERS
The Sentinel-Record


The area’s planning and 
development district awarded 
General Improvement Fund 
grants totaling $254,470 to Gar-
land County recipients on Mon-
day.


(See Page 7A for photo-
graphs of the grant presenta-
tions).


The West Central Arkansas 
Planning and Development Dis-
trict Inc. distributed $495,351 
across the 10-county area it 


PAUL HARRIS FELLOWS


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


Hot Springs National Park Rotary Club’s Paul Harris Fellows gather after the club’s weekly meeting Wednesday at 
the Arlington Resort Hotel & Spa. The club is celebrating its 100-year anniversary with a goal to achieve 100 Paul 
Harris Fellows. With 32 new fellows, the club surpassed its goal. A Paul Harris Fellow is someone who donates $1,000 
to the Rotary Foundation to promote better health and humanitarian efforts around the world.


Chocolate festival supports nonprofit Christian ministry
ELISHA MORRISON


The Sentinel-Record
Chocolate lovers will have 


the opportunity to eat their fill 
of the sweet treat for charity 


Sunday at the 12th annual Choc-
olate Festival.


The festival will be held 
from 1-3 p.m. at Embassy Suites 
Hot Springs — Hotel & Spa to 


benefit Cooperative Christian 
Ministries and Clinic, a non-
profit Christian ministry that 
strives to improve the quality 
of life of the needy in the Hot 


Springs area, according to the 
ministry’s website. CCMC pro-
vides medical care, dental and 
vision services and advocates 
for those in need.


Lynn Blankenship, executive 
director of CCMC, said the min-
istry is supported by private 
donations and fundraisers. The 
chocolate festival is CCMC’s 


largest fundraiser, raising an 
average of $30,000 to $35,000 
each year. Last year, 592 persons 
attended the festival. Blanken-


Reading Rockstars 
receives funding


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record
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The Garland County Election Com-
mission will make paper ballots avail-
able for the June 10 runoff after some 
polling locations experienced problems 


with the iVotronic touch-screen voting 
machines during the May 20 preferen-
tial primary.


“I think we need paper ballots. I 
think we must have paper ballots on 
Election Day,” Ginna Watson, election 


commission chairwoman, said Friday 
after the commission voted unani-
mously to make the paper ballots avail-
able.


“Considering the problems we had 
on Election Day, where we didn’t have 


enough electronic voting machines, 
we could check voters in but then they 
had to wait to vote, so I guess we don’t 
have much choice, so I would vote to 
do that,” said Commissioner G. Alan 
Clark.


Commissioner Twila Brown noted 
that the Legislature passed a law that 
election commissions must report re-
sults by precincts. Garland County is 
divided into a total of 180 precincts, 


Amputee Andre Slay, a client of 
Arkansas Rehabilitation Services, 
spoke to graduates of the Arkansas 
Career Training Institute on Friday 
about overcoming challenges to ful-
fill their dreams.


Arkansas Department of Career 
Education Director Bill Walker in-
troduced Slay on Friday. He spoke of 
how Slay exceeded expectations for 
his ability to walk, run and even fly 
after his right foot was amputated 
eight years ago.


The crowd in Horner Hall of the 
Hot Springs Convention Center was 
shown a news report about Slay and 
two other amputees and their prepa-
ration for this year’s Boston Mar-
athon. Slay was met by a standing 
ovation.


Slay asked the graduates to re-
member their graduation. He said he 
overcame adversity just as they have.


“Don’t forget what kept you 


strong,” Slay said. “Don’t forget what 
you went through to get here, be-
cause you are going to need these 
thoughts. You are going to need to 
remember those medals that are 
around your neck that got you here 
today.”


Slay was born and raised in Little 
Rock during one of the most violent 
periods in the city’s history. He at-
tended public school when he was 
younger, but his family placed him in 
a private Catholic school.


Slay said he had few friends 
during his time at the school. One 
day he learned that his friend had 
hung himself.


Slay graduated from Little Rock 
Central High School in 1999. He said 
he was never a good student and 
actually needed to make up extra 
classes to graduate from Central.


Extra motivation helped Slay turn 
his life around while going to college 
in Little Rock. He earned a scholar-
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Beekeepers brave swarms 
to harvest honey


Beekeepers know the benefits 
of honeybees and are not afraid to 
wade through the swarming insects 
to perpetuate those gifts.


People keep bees for a variety of 
reasons, according to Alan Clingen-
peel, president of the Greater Hot 
Springs Beekeepers Association.


Some keep them for honey pro-
duction, others for pollination, and 
some because they are important to 
society’s food source.


“Every almond has to have a bee 
visit it,” he said. Cucumbers have to 
have about 32 visits from an insect 
to be pollinated.


“Some crops will self-pollinate, 
but if you want to increase the yield 
in the crop, insect pollination great-
ly helps with that.”


According to the National Honey 
Board, major crops that depend on 
honeybees for pollination include 
alfalfa seeds, almonds, apples, av-
ocados, blueberries, cantaloupes, 


Amputee delivers 
inspiring message 
to ACTI graduates


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


OVERCOMING ADVERSITY: Andre Slay reveals the running 
“blade” he uses when he runs. Slay spoke to ACTI graduates on 
Friday about overcoming obstacles in life to fulfill his life goals of 
running in the Boston Marathon and becoming a pilot.


Paper ballots to be used in elections
DON THOMASON


The Sentinel-Record


Students get 
National Merit 
Scholarships


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record


Two students at local school districts and two at 
the Arkansas School for Mathematics, Sciences, and 
the Arts were named this week among college-spon-
sored Merit Scholarship winners.


The National Merit Scholarship Corp. announced 
this week that graduates Matthew Hendricks, of Glen 
Rose, James Hudson, of Lake Hamilton, William 
Shattuck, of ASMSA, and Claire Turkal, of ASMSA, 
received college-sponsored awards.


Hendricks, from Malvern, received a National 
Merit University of Arkansas, Fayetteville Scholar-
ship. He plans to major in Engineering.


Hudson, from Hot Springs, also received a Nation-
al Merit University of Arkansas, Fayetteville Schol-
arship. He plans to major in Chemical Engineering.


Shattuck, from Mammoth Spring, plans to major 
in Astrophysics. He too received a National Merit 
University of Arkansas, Fayetteville Scholarship.


Turkal, from Hot Springs Village, received a Na-
tional Merit Hendrix College Scholarship. She plans 
to major in Anthropology.


The NMSC announced approximately 2,500 win-
ners of National Merit Scholarships financed by 
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MARA KUHN
The Sentinel-Record
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BENEFITS OF HONEYBEES: Beekeeper Alan Clingenpeel, of Pearcy, opens a honeybee hive in his apiary on May 23. 
Clingenpeel, president of the Greater Hot Springs Beekeepers Association, said there are many benefits to keeping bees.


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


HONEYCOMB: A frame is shown from the inside of a honeybee hive.


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


QUEEN BEE: The queen bee, center and marked with white dot, can be 
identified because she is larger, Clingenpeel said. Many beekeepers will 
mark their queens to make them easier to identify.


BEEKEEPERS, PAGE 4A
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Sheriff Charles C. Webb 
killed by maniac


Officers Henry Houpt and Dave Young 
are seriously wounded


Doc Phillips, a “treasure hunter,” of Dallas, 
defying arrest, also killed
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COLBIE MCCLOUD
The Sentinel-Record


With less than six weeks to go until the Miss 
America Pageant, newly crowned Miss Arkansas 
2016 Savvy Shields was whisked away to Washing-
ton, D.C., early Sunday morning to meet her fellow 
state titleholders.


Her first official trip as the new Miss Arkansas 
came less than 12 hours after receiving the title late 
Saturday night on the Bank of the Ozarks Arena 
stage.


“I am so excited and feel very undeserving to 
get this. I cannot wait for this next year and cannot 
wait to meet the people of Arkansas,” Shields told 
The Sentinel-Record late Saturday night shortly after 
her name was announced.


Shields, a senior at the University of Arkansas, 
received scholarships of $25,000 from Ted and 
Shannon Skokos, Citgo and the Miss Arkansas 
Foundation; $1,500 Tony Bowls Designs Overall 
Evening Gown; $1,500 Katie Bailey Overall Swim-
suit; $250 Overall Alpha Evening Gown; $250 
Overall Alpha Talent; $250 Overall Alpha Swim-
suit; and $250 Overall Alpha Interview. Along with 
her scholarships, she received $75,000 in awards, 
wardrobe, transportation and gifts, according to a 
news release.


“During the top 10 announcement, every single 


New Miss Arkansas
hits the ground running
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CROWNING GLORY: Miss Arkansas 2015 Loren McDaniel crowns Miss Heart of the Ozarks Savvy Shields 
as Miss Arkansas 2016 during the Miss Arkansas Pageant on Saturday at Bank of the Ozarks Arena.PAGEANT, PAGE 3A


Dallas 
suspect 
taunted 
police


REESE DUNKLIN
AND JULIET LINDERMAN


The Associated Press
DALLAS — The suspect in the 


deadly attack on Dallas police taunted 
authorities during two hours of negoti-
ations, laughing at them, singing and at 
one point asking how many officers he 
had shot, the police chief said Sunday.


Micah Johnson, a black Army vet-
eran, insisted on speaking with a black 
negotiator and wrote in blood on the 
wall of a parking garage where po-
lice cornered and later killed him, Da-
vid Brown told CNN’s “State of the 
Union.”


Johnson, who was apparently 
wounded in a shootout with police, 
wrote the letters “RB” and other mark-
ings, but the meaning was unclear. 
Investigators are trying to decipher the 
writing by looking through evidence 
from Johnson’s suburban Dallas home, 
Brown said.


The chief defended the decision to 
kill Johnson with a bomb delivered by 
remote-controlled robot, saying nego-
tiations went nowhere and that officers 
could not approach him without put-
ting themselves in danger.


DALLAS, PAGE 7A


Election commission: 
County needs more 
voting machines


DAVID SHOWERS
The Sentinel-Record


The Garland County Election Com-
mission said Friday that the county 
doesn’t have enough electronic ballot 
marking devices to accommodate the 
23,823 people the commission projects 
will vote on Election Day in the Nov. 8 
general election.


The commission will go before the 
Garland County Quorum Court Mon-
day to seek a $213,422 capital outlay for 
55 ballot marking devices from Elec-
tion Systems & Software in Nebraska. 
Using the five-minute time limit state 
law allows voters to mark ballots, the 
commission calculates the county’s 
110 machines can handle 15,280 voters 


during the 12 hours the polls are open 
on Election Day.


The commission said numerous leg-
islative and citizen-referred initiatives 
on the ballot will keep voters at ma-
chines longer. Election Commission 
Chairman Gene Haley told the commis-
sion many voters will still be waiting to 
vote after the polls close if the quorum 
court doesn’t appropriate money for 
more machines. The law requires that 
people in line when the polls close at 
7:30 p.m. be allowed to vote.


The commission requested 165 ma-
chines from the state last year when 
Garland County was selected for a 


Visit HS 
promotes 
biking 
via web


MAX BRYAN
The Sentinel-Record


It is now possible to look up Hot 
Springs’ mountain biking trails with 
the touch of a phone screen.


Visit Hot Springs, the city’s con-
vention and visitors bureau, has cre-
ated a website with a downloadable 
brochure-style biking trail map on 
the city’s tourism and events website. 
The page was created in hopes of in-
creasing tourism through promotion 
of the trails.


“Tourism and economic develop-
ment are looking at trails and bicycling 
for another way to bring a lot of dollars 


BUBBLE SOCCER


The Sentinel-Record/Max Bryan


Park goers and members of Off The Hook Boxing And Fitness spar while wearing bubble soccer suits 
Saturday in Kimery Park. Saturday was the boxing company’s first bubble soccer event and was open 
for the community. Chad Wade, owner and coach of Off The Hook Boxing, said that, starting in August, 
he and his crew plan to hold bubble soccer events every Saturday as fundraisers for his gym.


ELECTION, PAGE 2A


BIKING, PAGE 4A


FAMILY FAIR


The Sentinel-Record/Max Bryan


Children and their parents line up for rock climbing at the Ouachita Children’s Center’s Family Fun Fair on Saturday. 
The center’s mission is to empower children and families with the tools to succeed through shelter and services, and 
the fair was designed to allow it to connect with the community.


Man faces 
manslaughter 
charge after 
4-year-old dies


FROM STAFF REPORTS
A 53-year-old man was charged with manslaughter 


late Sunday after a 4-year-old boy fell from his tractor 
while he was bush hogging and was 
killed earlier in the day in the 1900 
block of Three Sisters Spring Road 
in Mountain Pine.


A news release from the Garland 
County Sheriff’s Department said the 
man, identified as Stevie Neighbors, 
told deputies that he had the child 
on the tractor with him while bush 
hogging when its front tire hit a hole, 
causing the child to be thrown off the tractor, which 
ran over him.


The sheriff ’s department received the call at 
CHARGED, PAGE 6A


Neighbors
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While many in the United 
States talk about honoring sol-
diers of World War II, Bonnie and 
Auston E. O’Neill Jr. wanted to do 
more.


During 2014, the couple left 
their home in Centreville, Va., trav-
eling in an RV to promote public 
awareness of this year’s events to 
commemorate the 70th anniversa-
ry of World War II’s end.


So far, the two have visited 46 
states and driven more than 48,000 
miles — all with the mission of 
honoring that war’s veterans.


“It’s very important to thank 
these guys before they die,” this 


son of a World War II veteran said.
And his sense of urgency for 


the mission is not without reason. 
According to the U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs, only about 1.7 
million of the 16 million veterans 
who served during World War II 
are still alive.


The couple’s RV, named the 
Spirit of ’45 Day Express, sports a 
vehicle wrap showcasing the con-
gressional resolution to declare the 
second Sunday in August as Spirit 
of ’45 Day.


The spirit referred to is that 
of unity in the nation, created 
in large part during that Second 
Great War, when men and women 
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TRICKY MANEUVER


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


Stephen Mullins, of Little Rock, tries a tricky maneuver while enjoying a sunny Friday afternoon at Valley Street 
Skatepark. After a chilly end to the week, today’s forecast calls for sunny skies, with a high near 66, but increasing 
clouds and a low around 49 tonight, according to the National Weather Service.


Treasurer 
issued 
letter of 
caution


DAVID SHOWERS
The Sentinel-Record


The Arkansas Ethics Commission has 
sanctioned Garland County Treasurer Tim 
Stockdale for his use of the office’s Facebook 
page to announce his re-election bid last year, 
he confirmed Friday.


The public letter of caution Stockdale will 
receive is the least severe of the three letters 
the Ethics Commission issues. More egre-
gious lapses are met with letters of warning 
or reprimand.


“It basically means don’t do that again,” 
Stockdale said. “That’s it. There was no fine 
or anything like that.”


Stockdale accepted the commission’s writ-
ten offer of settlement after the panel voted 
4-0 during a Jan. 23 hearing that probable 
cause existed for finding that he violated the 
elections title of the state code by “using for 
campaign purposes items of personal proper-
ty provided with public funds.”


Stockdale declined a public hearing to 
contest the finding, saying he didn’t see any 
impropriety with the Feb. 25 post announcing 
that he had filed to seek a third term. The 
post said he “was happy to file for re-election 


DTF raid 
leads to 
felony 
charges


CAITLIN LAFARLETTE
The Sentinel-Record


The 18th Judicial District East 
Drug Task Force executed a raid 
Thursday morning resulting in mul-
tiple felony charges for a Hot Springs 
couple.


Ashley Nicole Castle, 28, and An-
thony Brice Sutton, 28, were taken 
into custody at their residence, 146 
Fairwood Circle at 6:30 a.m. Both 
were charged with simultaneous 
possession of drugs and firearms, 
a felony punishable by up to life in 
prison, possession of a controlled 
substance with purpose to deliv-
er, a felony punishable by up to six 
years in prison, maintaining a drug 
premise, a felony punishable by up 
to 10 years in prison, unauthorized 
use of another person’s property to 
facilitate a crime, a felony punish-
able by up to 20 years in prison, two 
counts of endangering the welfare of 
a minor and possession of drug para-
phernalia, misdemeanors punishable 
by up to a year in jail.


PARKING GARAGE FIRE


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


Hot Springs Fire Department firefighters extinguish a fire on the bottom level of the parking deck next to the Malco 
Theatre Friday morning. Fire Chief Ed Davis said the department received the call shortly before 11 a.m., and that 
when firefighters arrived, smoke was showing from all parts of the parking garage. Davis said people had been living 
in the garage, and their belongings caught on fire, causing the smoke.


Grant 
will help 
young 
children


FROM STAFF REPORTS
Community Services Offices 


Inc. of Hot Springs said Friday it 
anticipates being awarded a $2.7 
million federal grant to provide 
access to learning and care for 
young children.


The partnership grant would 
come from the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services 
Administration for Children and 
Families.


The partnership grant would 
be used to improve access to 
learning opportunities for in-
fants and toddlers from low-in-
come families.


The grant program was de-


Governor 
signs tax-cut 
measure


ANDREW DEMILLO
The Associated Press


LITTLE ROCK — Arkansas Gov. Asa 
Hutchinson on Friday signed into law his 
campaign promise to cut taxes for the middle 
class by $102 million, cautioning lawmakers 
to look at the impact of any other reductions 
they may weigh this session.


Hutchinson, a Republican who took office 
last month, signed the legislation reducing 
income taxes by 1 percent for those making 
between $21,000 and $75,000 a year. The tax 
cut, which Hutchinson campaigned on and 
has called his top legislative priority, takes 
effect in 2016.


“I think it’s important we focus our first 
tax cut effort for the middle class,” Hutchin-
son said in a ceremony that included lawmak-
ers and a Cabot couple who said they expect-
ed to save more than $500 from the reduction. 
“But it also is more than just some relief for 
middle class taxpayers. It’s a start for being 
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Couple keeps 
‘Spirit’ alive with 
cross-country tour


LORIEN E. DAHL
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


DAY IS DONE: Auston E. O’Neill Jr. plays taps in front of the Veterans Memorial of Garland County on Friday during a short stop 
in Hot Springs. He and his wife, Bonnie, are traveling across the U.S. to promote public awareness of the 70th anniversary of World
War II’s end, to be commemorated Aug. 9.‘SPIRIT’, PAGE 7A
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WASHINGTON — For eight sum-
mer nights, there were two starkly 
different visions of America.


At Donald Trump’s Republican 
convention, America was a nation spi-
raling into chaos and economic ruin. 
Immigrants were cast as criminals, 
or in some cases, potential terrorists. 
The government is rigged for the 
wealthy and powerful, almost past the 
point of repair.


“I alone can fix it,” Trump said as 
he accepted the GOP nomination in 
Cleveland.


The Democratic convention in 


Philadelphia was a four-day rebuttal.
“America needs every one of us 


to lend our energy, our talents, our 
ambition to making our nation better 
and stronger,” Hillary Clinton said as 
she became the first woman to lead a 
major U.S. political party toward the 
White House.


Clinton acknowledged Americans’ 
economic and security anxieties, but 
she defended the country’s great-
ness. Immigrants were celebrated at 
the Democratic gathering, including 
those brought to the country illegal-
ly as children. Government may be 
gridlocked, but it was also framed 


Local non-law enforcement emer-
gency agencies are weighing whether 
to purchase bullet-resistant vests for 


their employees, but say in some cases 
the costs may have to be passed on to 
the consumer.


For example, if the local ambulance 
company, LifeNet, purchases body ar-


mor for its personnel, patients could 
incur the cost on their medical bills, 
LifeNet General Manager Jason Gart-
ner said.


Metropolitan Emergency Medical 


Services in Little Rock is investing 
$275,000 to purchase 275 bullet-resis-
tant vests for 220 medics, according 
to the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette. 
However, not having the tax subsidy 


that MEMS has, LifeNet in Garland 
County does not foresee the immediate 
purchase of the vests.


“Unlike them, we are not subsi-
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Agencies consider body armor purchases
COLBIE MCCLOUD


The Sentinel-Record


Back the Blue rally 
set for Wednesday


MARK GREGORY
Editor


The Arkansas Municipal Police 
Association will hold a Back the Blue 
rally at the Hot Springs Farmers & 
Artisans Market on Wednesday in 
conjunction with its annual con-
vention, which is being held in Hot 
Springs this year.


The purpose of the rally is to “let 
the officers know that the public 
does support them” and show that 
“not all cops are bad,” Jimmy Doster, 
executive director of the Arkansas 
Municipal Police Association, said 
Friday.


“With so much of the media and 
everything here lately that’s giving 
police officers a bad eye, it’s just time 
to show people that, hey, we’re good 
guys, and we just try to do our jobs 
the best we can, and we’re human 
just like everybody else,” he said in a 
telephone interview.


“We just really want the citizens 
to come out and show their support. 
Like I said, with all the police officers 
that’s been killed in the line of duty 
… throughout the country, it’s getting 
bad, and I don’t foresee it getting 
better any time soon,” Doster said.


Doster’s comments were framed 
by the latest police shooting in San 
Diego. According to The Associated 
Press, a traffic stop led to a gun battle 
that killed an anti-gang police officer 
and seriously wounded another. The 
slain officer, a husband and father of 
two children, suffered multiple gun-
shot wounds and died early Friday. 
Officers have also been killed in Dal-
las and Baton Rouge, La., this month.


Doster said that law enforcement 
agencies from across Arkansas are 
expected to attend Wednesday’s rally.


Officers will gather at the Hot 
Springs Convention Center’s east 


WISH COME TRUE


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


Seth McDaniel, 11, of Covington, Tenn., right, takes in the Galaxy Connection on Thursday. McDaniel, who is diagnosed with 
Ehlers-Danlos syndrome and Dysautonomia, was visiting the “Star Wars” and superhero-themed museum, located at 906 
Hobson Ave., with his family as his Make-A-Wish selection. While in town, he and his family also planned to visit Tiny Town, 
the Maxwell Blade Theatre of Magic and Mid-America Science Museum.


ELISHA MORRISON
The Sentinel-Record


Fans of the long-running BBC sci-fi 
television series “Doctor Who” will get 
the chance to see a full-size replica of the 
show’s time machine and spacecraft, the 
TARDIS, up close thanks to local artist 
Zack Dryden.


Dryden was approached by Bill Soll-
eder, special events manager for Visit Hot 
Springs, about bringing the big blue police 
box to life to promote Spa-Con in Sep-
tember. He asked Dryden because the job 
required not only a skilled craftsman, but 
an artist.


TARDIS to land 
at library to promote 


Spa-Con


Manufacturing 
camp returns 
to National 
Park College


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record


National Park College is set to stage its second Young 
Manufacturers Academy camp to introduce local students 
to careers and opportunities in manufacturing.


The camp is made possible through grant funds from 
the Gene Haas Foundation. Grants were provided to 22 
programs in Arkansas to host their own academies during 
the first two weeks of August.


Young Manufacturers Academies are the signature 
program of “Dream It. Do It. Arkansas,” which was de-
veloped in partnership with The Manufacturing Institute, 
the National Association of Manufacturers, employers, 
the educational system, workforce development agencies 
and economic development organizations to address the 
critical shortage of qualified workers. The college hosted 
its first camp a year ago.


“I think it has gotten bigger and better this year,” said 
Kelli Albrecht, vice president for workforce. “Last year, we 
weren’t certain of a lot of things.”


The camp will be held on the college campus Monday 
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. each day. Par-
ticipants include 26 local students entering into grades
7-9 in the 2016-17 school year, including nine who attend-


TASTY WORK


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


“Aunt Bee” 
grazes on 
brush on the 
east side of 
DeSoto Park, 
1700 Park 
Ave., on Friday 
as part of the 
city’s effort 
to remove 
invasive plant 
species with-
out the use 
of herbicides. 
The city hired 
Stafford Goat 
Rental, a Vi-
lonia-based 
company, to 
thin the area at 
the park. The 
company had 
36 goats on 
the site Friday 
and Saturday.


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


FANTASTIC: Ocean Dryden, right, peers out of the door of a TARDIS replica built by his father, 
Zack Dryden, left. Dryden assembled the model at the Garland County Library for the upcoming 
Spa-Con. The official unveiling will be at 6 p.m. Thursday at the library.
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For 8 summer nights, 
2 starkly different 
visions of America


JULIE PACE
The Associated Press
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VATICAN CITY — Elevating 
the “saint of the gutters” to one 
of the Catholic Church’s highest 
honors, Pope Francis on Sunday 
praised Mother Teresa for her rad-
ical dedication to society’s outcasts 
and her courage in shaming world 
leaders for the “crimes of poverty 
they themselves created.”


An estimated 120,000 people 
filled St. Peter’s Square for the can-
onization ceremony, less than half 
the number who turned out for her 
2003 beatification. It was neverthe-
less the highlight of Francis’ Holy 
Year of Mercy and quite possibly 
one of the defining moments of his 
mercy-focused papacy.


Francis has been dedicated to 
ministering to society’s most mar-
ginal, from prostitutes to prison-
ers, refugees to the homeless. In 
that way, while the canonization of 
“St. Teresa of Kolkata” was a cele-
bration of her life and work, it was 
also something of an affirmation 
of Francis’ own papal priorities, 
which have earned him praise and 
criticism alike.


“Let us carry her smile in our 
hearts and give it to those whom 
we meet along our journey, espe-
cially those who suffer,” Francis 
said in his homily.


Born Agnes Gonxhe Bojaxhiu 
on Aug. 26, 1910, Teresa came to 
India in 1929 as a sister of the Lo-
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HSSD’s 
Bratton 
joins state
committee


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record


Hot Springs School District’s En-
glish as a second language coordina-
tor, Melissa Bratton, was among 12 
stakeholders recently appointed to help 
guide the development of the Arkansas 
Accountability System under the new 
national K-12 public education policy.


The Every Student Succeeds Act 
was signed into law Dec. 10, 2015, by 
President Barack Obama. It replaced 
the No Child Left Behind Act and re-
authorized the 50-year-old Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act.


The Arkansas Department of Educa-
tion appointed 12 members, including 
ADE Commissioner Johnny Key as 
chair, to a committee to obtain addi-
tional input and help develop the state’s 
new accountability system. ESSA is 
meant to give states and local school 
districts more authority in developing 
their own systems.


“I feel like it gives us a little bit more 
capabilities at the local level,” Bratton 
said. “The committee I am on will be 
able to take our expertise, look at those 


Local 
DEM 
director 
honored


DAVID SHOWERS
The Sentinel-Record


The Arkansas Department of 
Emergency Management named 
Bo Robertson the 2016 Local Emer-
gency Management Coordinator 
of the Year Thursday night at its 
annual conference in Rogers.


Teresa Smith, ADEM’s South-
west Region coordinator, nom-
inated Robertson, who has led 
Garland County’s department of 
emergency management since No-
vember 2013.


“Bo’s done a great job engag-
ing the entire community and all 
its partners in emergency man-
agement,” she said. “In order to 
coordinate, you have to have good 
communication skills and good 
relationships with all the partners 
in the community.”


Robertson worked as ADEM’s 
exercise section chief before taking 
over the county’s emergency man-
agement operation. His job at ADEM 
included helping local law enforce-
ment and first responders test their 
emergency preparedness plans.


GOING FOR IT


The Sentinel Record/Lorien E. Dahl


Two unidentified boys play catch in the water on Saturday during the 30th birthday celebration for Lake Balboa in Hot 
Springs Village. Two days of activities included a screening of “Jaws” on the beach, games and live music.


Mother Teresa: 
‘Saint of the gutters’ 
canonized at Vatican


NICOLE WINFIELD
The Associated Press
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Hermine 
spins away 
from coast


BEN FINLEY
The Associated Press


NORFOLK, Va. — Hermine spun away 
from the East Coast on Sunday, removing the 
threat of heavy rain but maintaining enough 
power to whip up dangerous waves and rip 
currents and keep beaches off-limits to dis-
appointed swimmers and surfers during the 
Labor Day weekend.


As it churned hundreds of miles off shore 
in the Atlantic Ocean, the system picked 
up strength, and forecasters said it could 
regain hurricane force later as it travels up 
the coast. It was expected to stall over the 
water before weakening again to a tropical 
storm by Tuesday.


“It’s just going to meander for a few 
days,” said Dennis Feltgen of the National 
Hurricane Center, explaining that Hermine 


The Associated Press


SAINT: Mother House of the Missionaries of Charity group, founded by Mother 
Teresa, is illuminated with a huge portrait of her displayed Sunday in Kolkata, 
India. Pope Francis declared Mother Teresa a saint on Sunday, praising the tiny 
nun for having taken in society's most unwanted and for having shamed world 
leaders for the "crimes of poverty they themselves created." HERMINE, PAGE 8A


Blaze destroys business


MAX BRYAN
The Sentinel-Record


The Sentinel-Record/Max Bryan


DESTROYED: A building on the property of Dan’s Whetstone Co. Inc., at 418 Hilltop Road 
in Pearcy, burns to the ground Sunday afternoon. The fire prompted a response from a 
total of six area fire departments.


The Sentinel-Record/Max Bryan


FIREFIGHTING: A firefighter hoses down a burning building Sunday on the 
property of Dan’s Whetstone Co. Inc.


PEARCY — Six area fire 
departments joined forces to 
fight a blaze in a local business 
Sunday morning, and several 
firefighters required medical at-
tention in the late summer heat.


The initial call came in at 11 
a.m. Sunday concerning a struc-
ture fire in a building on the 
property of Dan’s Whetstone 
Co. Inc., 418 Hilltop Road, in 
Pearcy. Piney Fire Department 
initially responded to the scene 
with at least one other fire de-
partment and began extinguish-
ing the building, according to 
Lt. Scott Miser of Piney Fire 
Department.


FIRE, PAGE 4A


Six area 
departments 


battle fire
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Instead of leaving unused 
and possibly broken electronics 


to collect dust on a shelf, Good-
will says it can recycle, refurbish 
and find a new home for the 
discarded devices.


“Electronic waste is be-
coming a major concern in our 
state,” Brian Itzkowitz, president 
and CEO of Goodwill Industries 


of Arkansas, recently said in 
a news release. “Earth Day is 
Friday, April 22, and Goodwill’s 
e-waste program offers a safe 


and easy way for people, busi-
nesses and organizations in Hot 
Springs to celebrate this day and 
dispose of unwanted electronics 


at Goodwill at 631 E. Grand Ave. 
and 205 Garrison St.”


Items that can be recycled 


Background photography by Mara Kuhn of The Sentinel-Record
Inset photo by Richard Rasmussen
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 Delegates to the state convention
H. Martin to head strong delegation 
from Garland County to state body


S.H. Grandstaff named as chairman of the County 
Central Committee and G.W. Hogaboom is secretary


I n d e x


• 300 Spring St. Hot Springs, AR 71901 • To subscribe call 501-623-2510 or to place an advertisement, call 501-623-7711 or 501-922-0979 in Hot Springs Village •


80th running of the 


Arkansas Derby


10. Cupid (2-1 favorite)


Grade 1 
Arkansas Derby


Race 11 
Purse: $1 million 


3-year-olds, 9 furlongs
Starting time: 6:18 p.m. 


Last year’s winner: 
American Pharoah


With eight races worth $561,000, the 
Arkansas Derby undercard today at Oak-
lawn Park can stand on its own merits.


Appetizers all, surrounding a main 
course unlike any served in the track’s 
history.


The Arkansas Derby remains $1 mil-
lion, more important than ever as a 
Triple Crown prep race after American 
Pharoah’s sweep of the spring classics 
last year. Three Hall of Fame trainers 
and two sure for future induction en-
tered horses in the 80th installment of 
Oaklawn’s oldest (since 1936) and richest 
race.


The Oaklawn Handicap, overshad-
owed in recent years by richer events, is 
back to $750,000 for the first time since 
1999. In return, the track’s premier race 
for older horses has attracted one of its 
strongest fields in recent years. Carded 
two races before the Arkansas Derby, 
the 70th Oaklawn Handicap is quite a 
supporting feature.


The salad course, so to speak, con-
sists of two stakes for 3-year-olds a notch 
below the males starting in the Arkansas 
Derby and fillies contesting last week’s 
Fantasy. The Northern Spur and Instant 
Racing, respectively, had their purses 
bumped recently to $150,000 for 19th and 
14th runnings. Fillies go six furlongs in 
race 7 and males one mile in race 8, the 
first two legs of a pick-four wager that 
includes the Oaklawn Handicap.


The Oaklawn Handicap, race 9, 
launches another pick-four that includes 
the popular Trail’s End mile-and-three-
quarter marathon. A glorified starter 
allowance, now worth $60,000, drew 
14 horses that have raced for a claiming 
price of $7,500 or less in 2016. During the 
post parade, jockeys stop in front of the 
grandstand and salute the meeting’s big-
gest crowd to the strains of “Auld Lang 
Syne.” Fans cheer as horses cross the 
finish line, only to learn that they must 
go around the track again.


Derby main course
on season’s last card
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BOB WISENER
Sports editor


DONATE, INCUBATE, EDUCATE


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


Mandi Krauss, right, senior vice president of business development at Bank of the Ozarks, pets a baby 
duckling during a class presentation Friday at Cutter Morning Star Elementary School. Bank of the Ozarks 
donated $300 for the class to purchase an incubator for duck eggs. The class conducted research to learn 
about eggs and how to care for the ducks after they hatched. Students, from left, Sierra Rowton, Anne 
Claire Richardson, Jonan Martinez and the rest of Kachera Felts’ second-grade class greeted bank em-
ployees Friday morning with the ducks. They hatched eight eggs and plan to release the ducklings back 
into nature next month.


Goodwill celebrates Earth Day with electronics donations
COLBIE MCCLOUD


The Sentinel-Record


Dinosaurs, gun show 
offer weekend activities


COLBIE MCCLOUD
The Sentinel-Record


There’s plenty of action in Hot Springs this 
weekend in addition to the Arkansas Derby, as 
Hot Springs National Park celebrates National 
Park Week and the Hot Springs Convention 
Center hosts Discover the Dinosaurs and the 
Hot Springs Gun and Knife Show today and 
Sunday.


Children will be able to walk among the 
dinosaurs from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. today and 
Sunday in Bank of the Ozarks Arena. Admis-
sion is $17 for adults; $21 for children, which 
includes additional activities; and $14 for 
seniors. Tickets can be purchased at http://
www.discoverthedinosaurs.com, at the arena 
box office or online at Ticketmaster.


Children will get to see animatronic dino-
saurs that roar, dig up fossils and enjoy other 
fun activities, the organizer says.


“We have the museum side of it where you 
can touch the dinosaurs and learn all the basic 
information about them,” said Chris White, 
company manager of Discover the Dinosaurs. 
“There is also a gift shop where you can pur-


chase dinosaur books, stuffed toys and more.”
The price of the children’s admission in-


cludes the dinosaur exhibit, Dino Dig, Dino 
Den, Dino Theater, Dino Coloring Station, 
Scavenger Hunt, unlimited dinosaurs rides, 
miniature golf and inflatables. Scavenger hunt 
participants will be given a sheet upon entry 
and will be required to answer questions at 
each exhibit to win a free prize at the end of 
their visit.


Additional activities such as gem and fossil 
mining and face painting cost $2 a ticket, or 12 
tickets for $20.


“This is for all ages and we encourage peo-
ple to make sure that they learn and have fun,” 
White said. “It typically takes half a day or so 
to go through all the activities. It’s a ‘walk at 
your own pace’ exhibit.”


Adjacent to the arena, in the Hot Springs 
Convention Center’s exhibit hall, around 100 
dealers and private sellers with more than 350 
tables will have various firearms and knives 
displayed for purchase in halls C and D from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. today and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 


Clark: Proposal could end Medicaid impasse
DAVID SHOWERS


The Sentinel-Record
State Sen. Alan Clark, R-Dis-


trict 13, said lawmakers block-
ing funding of the Medicaid 
expansion modified during last 
week’s special legislative ses-


sion have proposed allowing 
those currently insured through 
the program to continue receiv-
ing coverage.


Clark said the plan grand-
fathers current enrollees but 
wouldn’t allow new people to 


receive private insurance pur-
chased with federal Medicaid 
money, the cornerstone of the 
program known as the private 
option. He said the rolls would 
shrink over time as the chang-
ing circumstances of enrollees 


would place them outside eligi-
bility requirements.


Clark was one of 10 sena-
tors to vote against the spend-
ing bill during the fiscal ses-
sion that convened Wednesday. 
Appropriation bills have to be 


approved by a three-fourths ma-
jority in the House and Senate, 
meaning two senators in addi-
tion to the 25 who voted in favor 
of the spending measure have 
to switch their vote for the bill 
to pass.


The private option uses fed-
eral money to buy coverage on 
the state’s federally run insur-
ance exchange for people with 
incomes of up to 138 percent of 
the federal poverty level: $16,243 
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CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. — 
Leaving more than 100 dead in 
its wake across the Caribbean, 
Hurricane Matthew steamed 
toward Florida with potentially 
catastrophic winds of 140 mph 
Thursday, and 2 million peo-
ple across the Southeast were 
warned to flee inland.


It was the most powerful 
storm to threaten the U.S. At-
lantic coast in more than a de-
cade.


“This storm’s a monster,” 
Gov. Rick Scott warned as it 
started lashing the state with 
rain and wind around nightfall. 
He added: “I’m going to pray for 
everybody’s safety.”


As it moved north in the 
evening, Matthew stayed about 
100 miles or more off South 
Florida, sparing the 4.4 million 
people in the Miami and Fort 
Lauderdale areas from its most 
punishing effects.


“We were lucky this time,” 


The attorney for the parents 
placed on the Child Maltreatment 
Central Registry after their children 
were removed from their home in 
January 2015 said a court order en-
tered last month determined that the 
Arkansas State Police’s true findings 
of educational neglect didn’t meet 
Division of Children and Family 
Services protocol.


Joe Churchwell said the sealed 
order Division 1 Circuit Judge John 
Homer Wright issued Sept. 30 re-
manded the findings back to Ad-
ministrative Law Judge Gary Aus-
tin, who last year barred an appeal 
of Division 2 Circuit Judge Wade 
Naramore’s order ruling that Hal 
and Michelle Stanley’s six minor 
children had been educationally ne-
glected.


The order was subsequent to a 
mediated agreement between the 
Stanleys and DHS that returned the 
children to the custody of their par-
ents after a four-month separation. 
Austin ruled that the findings had 
been adjudicated in mediation, pre-
venting the issue from being re-lit-
igated.


Churchwell said Wright’s order 
determined the true findings of edu-
cational neglect didn’t meet the four 
elements required by DCFS’ Child 
Maltreatment Protocol. The order 
said the Stanleys failed to proper-
ly register their children as home-
schooled but said there was no ver-
ification that they weren’t meeting 
mandated educational requirements.


In May, Churchwell said two of 
the older minor children’s receipt of 
GEDs disproved the educational ne-
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Relief group 
on standby 
as storm 
approaches


COLBIE MCCLOUD
The Sentinel-Record


As Hurricane Matthew approaches the 
East Coast and millions have been told to 
evacuate, Captain Joshua Robinett of The 
Salvation Army of Hot Springs says his team 
has been placed on standby.


“We have at least been given the heads up 
that this is going to be a major disaster and 
it’s going to require a lot more support com-
pared to a small tornado or something. When 
that happens, they start sending out emails 


The Associated Press


STORM DEBRIS: Homes lay in ruins Thursday after the passing of Hurricane Matthew in Les Cayes, Haiti. Two days 
after the storm rampaged across the country's remote southwestern peninsula, authorities and aid workers still lack a 
clear picture of what they fear is the country's biggest disaster in years. On Thursday, the storm steamed toward heavily 
populated Florida with winds of 140 mph and 2 million people across the Southeast were warned to flee inland. SALVATION ARMY, PAGE 5AHURRICANE, PAGE 6A


COMFORTING CRITTER


The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen


Village Health and Rehabilitation resident Jessie Roe pets Dozier, a miniature horse, on Thursday. Cockrell’s Country Critters 
of Cabot brought Dozier and a variety of other animals to the facility for a petting zoo day event. Dozier and a kangaroo 
named Rudy Roo Roo visited residents in their rooms.


Church raises funds for man receiving liver from brother
COLBIE MCCLOUD


The Sentinel-Record
Even though Jon Terauchi 


and his younger brother, An-
drew, were born 10 years apart, 


they share a common birth date 
— and soon, they will have an 
even closer, more physical con-
nection.


Jon Terauchi was diagnosed 


14 years ago with primary scle-
rosing cholangitis, an autoim-
mune disease that leads to liv-
er failure. Though the disease, 
which is causing his body to 


slowly deteriorate, is typically 
diagnosed in people in their 40s 
to 50s, he received the diagnosis 
in his 20s.


To save his older sibling’s 


life, Andrew Terauchi has 
volunteered to donate three-
fourths of his liver, even though 
it means a lengthy and expen-
sive recovery.


Including test ing and 
post-surgery recovery, Jon Ter-
auchi is set to stay in the hos-
pital for at least three months, 


Man sentenced 
to 10 years for rape 
after two-day trial


STEVEN MROSS
The Sentinel-Record


A local man convicted of rap-
ing his friend’s girlfriend was 
sentenced to 10 years in prison 
Wednesday after a two-day trial 
in Garland County Circuit Court.


A six-man, six-woman jury de-
liberated for about one hour and 
40 minutes before finding Juan 
Manuel Santiago, 23, guilty late 
Tuesday after one day of testimo-
ny. The jury returned Wednesday 
for a sentencing hearing and after 
deliberating for about one hour 
recommended the minimum sen-
tence of 10 years.


Santiago, who has remained 
in custody since his arrest Dec. 


24, 2015, in lieu of $50,000 bond 
and a hold by U.S. Immigration 
and Custom Enforcement, did not 
testify on his own behalf at trial.


“There wasn’t a lot of testi-
mony,” Deputy 
Prosecutor Joe 
G ra h a m  sa i d 
Thursday, noting 
the victim testi-
fied and Santia-
go’s statement to 
Hot Springs po-
lice was present-
ed in which he 
denied having any sexual contact 
with the victim, even after being 
presented with DNA evidence 


NATIONAL NIGHT OUT


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


Hazel Wright, of Hot 
Springs, reads poetry 
Tuesday night during 
a National Night Out 


block party hosted by 
the Park Avenue Com-
munity Association at 
its community garden 
at 655 Park Ave. NNO 


is an annual event that 
originated with the 


National Association 
of Town Watch in 1984 
to increase awareness 
about police programs 
in the community, held 
on the first Tuesday in 
October. Hot Springs 


police Officer 1st 
Class Joey Williams 


said police visited 10 
participating neigh-


borhoods and met 
with several hundred 


citizens. “We had a 
great time and I think 


we will get a couple of 
good new neighbor-


hood watch programs 
out of it,” he said.


Educational neglect 
findings against 
Stanleys remanded


DAVID SHOWERS
The Sentinel-Record
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PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii — Four of the 
remaining nine USS Arizona survivors of the 
Pearl Harbor attack are vowing this year’s 
anniversary won’t be their last reunion.


The men in their 90s gathered for a news 
conference Tuesday in a building overlooking 
the memorial that sits on top of the Arizona, a 
battleship that sank in the Dec. 7, 1941, attack. 
Even though it’s the last official survivor 
gathering of the USS Arizona Reunion As-
sociation, the men said they still plan to get 
together, even if not in Hawaii.


“I don’t think this is going to be our last. … 
We’ve still got time to go,” said Louis Conter, 
93, of Grass Valley, California. “We’ll be back 
out here no matter whether the rest of the 


Campaign signs and volunteers that 
thronged Lake Hamilton Assembly 
of God Church on Election Day have 
prompted church officials to withdraw 
from the county’s list of polling sites, 
the Garland County Election Commis-
sion says.


Commission Chairwoman Ginna 
Watson told fellow commissioners 
on Friday that Election Day activity 
blocked the driveway of the pastoral 
staff worker who resides at the 2251 
Airport Road site and glutted his yard 
with campaign signs.


According to information provided 
by the Garland County clerk, the more 
than 5,200 registered voters assigned 
to the church are the most of any poll-
ing place in the county.


“So we’ve lost that location, which 
is a location that was very busy,” Wat-
son told the commission. “They said 
they just couldn’t tolerate the cam-


paign signs any longer.”
Citing similar grievances, Sulphur 


Springs Baptist Church, located at 
4340 Malvern Ave. near the Hot Spring 
County line, is expected to follow suit, 
the commission said. The polling site’s 
chief judge told commissioners the 
church pastor had indicated it too 
would no longer be available.


The law prevents electioneering 
within 100 feet of a polling place, but 
Watson said the commission doesn’t 
have the authority to regulate activity 
beyond that.


Sulphur Springs has more than 
2,100 voters assigned to it. Losing the 
two churches leaves the county with 
22 polling sites. Watson told the com-
mission the imposition placed on poll-
ing sites will make it difficult to find 
replacements. In addition to Election 
Day, the site has to be accessible to 
poll workers delivering and removing 
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Church asks 
to be removed 
as polling place


DAVID SHOWERS
The Sentinel-Record


ICE ON ICE


The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn


Trenton Cowling, left, and Allyn Arendt of Lauray’s The Diamond Center examine jewels 
to find a diamond during Ice on Ice on Thursday at the Arlington Resort Hotel & Spa. 
Guests received a signature drink with their ticket purchase which could possibly have 
landed them one of four half-carat diamonds.


Lake Ouachita 
to host First 
Day Hikes


BETH BRIGHT
The Sentinel-Record


For those looking to start 2015 off on the right 
foot, Lake Ouachita State Park on Jan. 1 will host First 
Day Hikes, an initiative in all 50 states by America’s 
State Parks.


“This is something that the state parks have been 
doing for about 20 years, but this is our third year 
to do it,” said Susan Adkins, park interpreter. “Last 
year was a huge success with about 75 people that 
showed up.”


The tradition originated at the Blue Hills Reserva-
tion, a state park in Milton, Mass., and was launched 
to promote a healthy lifestyle throughout the coming 
year and year-round recreation at the parks. Last 
year marked the first year that all 50 states partici-
pated in the event, and this year will mark a special 
milestone for Lake Ouachita.


“This year is a little more special for us because, 
it’s the kick off to our 60th anniversary,” Adkins 
said. “So we hope people will come out not only to 
enjoy a nice day of hiking, but to help us celebrate 
our birthday.”


According to Priscilla Geigis, president of the 
National Association of State Park Directors, in 2014 
the park system hosted almost 28,000 people who 
hiked 68,811 miles across the country.


Oaklawn, 
HSMS, FLHS 
recognized for 
improvements


JAY BELL
The Sentinel-Record


Oaklawn Visual and Performing Arts Magnet School, 
Hot Springs Middle School and Fountain Lake High 
School led local schools that were recognized this week 
for their improvements on Benchmark tests and end-of-
course exams.


The results were released on Wednesday in the final 
report from the “Outstanding Educational Performance 
Awards: Highlighting High-Achieving Arkansas Schools, 
2014.” The report revealed the most improved schools 
in the state based on Benchmark and end-of-course 
scores from 2009 and 2014.


Oaklawn Magnet was ranked fourth in the state and 
first in central Arkansas for literacy score improve-
ments on the Benchmark. The school’s percentage of 
students that scored Proficient or Advanced improved 
from 27 to 63 percent. Oaklawn’s grade point average 
improved from 2.80 to 3.41.


The Office for Education Policy at the University of 
Arkansas in Fayetteville developed a GPA system sim-
ilar to the one used in schools for student grades. Four 


Farm Bureau 
finishes up 
convention


FROM STAFF REPORTS
Arkansas Farm Bureau wrapped up its week-


long convention in Hot Springs this week by 
re-electing board members and recognizing 
contest winners, including a Hot Springs stu-
dent.


This year’s Sew With Cotton Contest win-
ners, presented during the annual Women’s 
Luncheon and Sew With Cotton Fashion Show, 
included Ashley Eye, a senior at Lakeside High 
School. Eye won the Youth Sweepstakes with 
her entry in the Youth Dress category. She is the 
daughter of Anna and Brad Eye.


Eye received a Husqvarna serger sewing 
machine and $400.


In other convention news, Randy Veach was 
re-elected president, and Rich Hillman as vice 
president, of Arkansas Farm Bureau on Friday. 
Delegates also re-elected five board members 
and two new board members during the final 
day of the organization’s 80th annual conven-
tion at the Hot Springs Convention Center, a 
news release said.


Pearl Harbor 
survivors 
say reunion 
won’t be last


JENNIFER SINCO KELLEHER
The Associated Press
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FAST DESCENT


The Sentinel-Record/Elisha Morrison


Technical Sgt. 
Robert Ellis 
from the Arkan-
sas Air National 
Guard’s 188th 
Wing Detach-
ment 1 in Fort 
Smith, and 
Senior Airman 
Andrew Wood-
ward from the 
138th Combat 
Training Flight 
in Oklahoma, 
practice a fast-
rope descent 
from a UH-60 
Blackhawk heli-
copter from the 
77th Theater 
Aviation Bri-
gade, Arkansas 
Army National 
Guard, on Sat-
urday during 
a practice and 
safety zone 
review to pre-
pare for today’s 
unveiling of 
the Fallen Hero 
Memorial near 
the Garland 
County Veter-
ans Memorial. 
The ceremony 
begins at 2 p.m. 
today.


SANTA TRAIN


The Sentinel-Record/Elisha Morrison


Kyndal Wagenhauser, 4, talks to Santa Claus, portrayed by Roger Lambert, while Mrs. Claus, portrayed 
by Sandra Lambert, looks on during the Santa Train’s stop at the Hot Springs Farmers & Artisans Mar-
ket on Saturday. The Santa Train, sponsored by Arkansas Midland Railroad, was staffed by volunteers 
from Midland, Teen Challenge and Simmons Bank. The free event included food, prizes, gifts, activities 
and games, in addition to giving the children the chance to talk to Santa. The train’s other stops includ-
ed the College of the Ouachitas in Malvern, General Cable in Jones Mill and Lake Catherine Footwear.
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